
 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
 

Government 2105: Comparative Politics Field Seminar  
Spring 2010 

Tuesday 2-4 pm 
Professors Steve Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt 

This survey of major topics in comparative politics is designed for Ph.D. students 
wanting to familiarize themselves with the subfield, its evolution, and emerging research 
questions and controversies. It considers works of theoretical importance dealing with 
politics in the developed and developing world. Each week the course discusses a 
subsection of the pertinent scholarly literature, usually focusing on a major theoretical 
controversy. Key methodological issues in the study of comparative politics are 
addressed in the context of these substantive and theoretical works. Because this is a 
reading and discussion course, active student participation is essential. 
 

Enrollment: The main audience is Ph.D. candidates in the Government 
Department. Enrollment is with consent of the instructors. There are no formal 
prerequisites. 
 

Requirements: Each student is expected to complete all the required reading each 
week and to contribute to the collective discussion. 
 

In addition, each student will write six short papers during the semester; each 
paper should be no more than seven double-spaced pages, normal type size, times font. 
Please submit three papers to each instructor by the end of the term.  

 
All papers must be submitted to the relevant instructor not later than the 

beginning of class (Tuesday 2 pm) for the given seminar session.   
 
The instructors will send out a question each week to guide the writing 

assignment.  You may either answer this question or develop a topic of your own.  If you 
develop your own topic, the paper should not be a mere summary of the readings but a 
critical commentary and a discussion of the issues that arise in the works. Good papers 
are the product of original thought and set forth a distinct hypothesis or interpretation of 
the relevant issues.   
 

The papers need not be based on any additional reading beyond the required 
reading.  They will be evaluated according to the effectiveness and insight with which 
they illuminate the principal debates and scholarly contributions to them in an 
independent and critically-minded way. They cannot cover all the conceivable issues and 
need not cover all the assigned readings, though broad coverage is desirable. 
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There are no other requirements for this course. Students should not plan to write 
long research seminar papers in this course. There are no exams. 
 

Course materials: On each topic, the readings are designed to include insofar as 
possible: (1) landmark studies that stimulated and shaped subsequent research on the 
topic; (2) analytical surveys of the work that has been done on the topic; (3) studies 
setting forth different views on major controversial issues concerning the topic; and (4) 
recent studies that reflect the current state of work on the topics. 
 

A set of all course reading materials is available in the Government Department 
Office.  Scanned book chapters and PDF files of journal articles will also be available on 
the course website. 
 

Grading: Class participation will count for one quarter of the final grade. Each 
short paper will count for 12 percent of the final grade. [The remaining 3 percent will be 
awarded arbitrarily] 
 

Office Hours: Professor Levitsky’s office is in CGIS-North (1737 Cambridge 
Street), room K204.  His office hours are M, W 3:45-5:15 (email ahead of time to reserve 
a spot or make another appointment). His office telephone number is 617-495-9997. His 
e-mail address is levitsky@wcfia.harvard.edu 
 

Professor Ziblatt office is in the Center for European Studies (CES), 27 Kirkland 
St, #122. His office hours are Tuesdays 4-6 PM. His office telephone number is 617-495-
4303 ext 216. His email address is dziblatt@fas.harvard.edu 
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Class Schedule 
 
1. Jan  27             Introduction (Levitsky and Ziblatt) 
 
2. Feb 2   Classical Approaches to Modernization (Ziblatt) 
 
3. Feb 9  Competing Approaches and Paradigms (Levitsky and Ziblatt) 
 
4. Feb 16  Institutions and Institutional Analysis (Levitsky) 
 
5. Feb 23  Logics and Methods of Comparative Politics (Ziblatt) 
 
6. March 2 Political Economy of Development (Levitsky) 
 
7. March 9  The State and State-Building (Ziblatt) 
 
8.         March 16 Spring Break 
 
8. March  23 Classical Approaches to Democratization (Ziblatt) 
 
9. March 30 Contemporary Democratization and Authoritarianism (Levitsky) 
 
10. April 6  Civil Society and Social Movements (Ziblatt) 
 
11. April 13 Ethnicity, Civil War, and Political Violence (Levitsky) 
 
12. April 20 Voting, Elections, and Electoral Systems (Levitsky) 
 
13. April 27 Political Parties and Party Systems (Levitsky) 
 
14.       May   4 Political Economy of Advanced Democracies (Ziblatt) 
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January 27: Introduction 
 
February 2: Foundational Works: Classical Approaches to the Problem of Modernization 
 
**Moore and Huntington interviews in Gerardo Munck and Richard Snyder, Passion, Craft, 
and Method in Comparative Politics (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2007) (Chapters 4, 7) 
 
Required Reading 
 
Karl Deutsch, “Social Mobilization and Political Development,” American Political 
Science Review, vol. 55 (Sept. 1961) 
 
Alex Inkeles, “The Modernization of Man,” in Myron Weiner, ed. Modernization: The 
Dynamics of Growth (New York: Basic Books, 1966), pp. 138-150. 
 
Samuel Huntington, Political Order in Changing Societies (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1968), pp. 1-92, 192-263.  [note: you may skim pp. 219-263] 
 
Barrington Moore, Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Lord and Peasant in the 
Making of the Modern World (Boston: Beacon Press, 1966), chapters 7-9 (pp. 413-483) 
 
Immanuel Wallerstein, “The Rise and Future Demise of the World Capitalist System: 
Concepts for Comparative Analysis. Comparative Studies in Society and History 16, No. 
4 (September 1974), pp. 387-415. 
 
Ronald Inglehart and Christian Welzel, Modernization, Cultural Change, and 
Democracy: The Human Development Sequence (New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 2005), Chapters 1-2 (pp. 15-76). 
 
Additional Sources 
 
Almond, Gabriel, and James Coleman, eds., The Politics of the Developing Areas 
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1960). 

 
Almond, Gabriel, and G. Bingham Powell, Jr., Comparative Politics: A Developmental 
Approach (Boston: Little, Brown, 1966). 
 
Bell, Daniel The Coming of Post-Industrial Society 
 
Chenery, Hollis, Redistribution with Growth (London: Oxford University Press, 1974). 

 
Chilton, Stephen, Defining Political Development (Boulder, CO: L. Rienner, 1988). 

 
Committee on Comparative Politics, Social Science Research Council, Studies in 
Political Development, 9 vols. (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1963-1978). 
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Eisenstadt, S. N., Modernization: Protest and Change (Prentice-Hall, 1966). 

 
Huntington, Samuel P., “The Goals of Development,” in Myron Weiner and Huntington, 
eds., Understanding Political Development: An Analytic Study (Boston: Little, Brown 
1987), pp. 3-32. 

 
Huntington, Samuel P., and Jorge I. Domínguez, “Political Development,” in Fred 
Greenstein and Nelson Polsby, eds., Handbook of Political Science, vol. 3 (Reading, MA: 
Addison-Wesley Pub. Co., 1975), pp. 1-98. 
 
Huntington, Samuel P., and Joan M. Nelson, No Easy Choice: Political Participation in 
Developing Countries, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1976). 
 
Inglehart, Ronald, and Wayne Baker, “Modernization, Globalization, and the Persistence 
of Tradition: Empirical Evidence from 65 Societies,” American Sociological Review, vol. 
65 (February 2000), pp. 19-51. 

 
Inglehart, Ronald, and Pippa Norris, Rising Tide: Gender Equality and Cultural Change 
(Cambridge University Press, 2003), pp. 49-71 (“Religion, Secularization, and Gender 
Equality”). 

 
Janos, Andrew, Politics and Paradigms (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1986), Chs 1-2. 
 
Jowitt, Kenneth, The New World Disorder (University of California Press, 1992). 
 
Lerner, Daniel, The Passing of Traditional Society: Modernizing the Middle East (New 
York: The Free Press, 1958), chapters 1-2 (pp. 19-75). 
 
Ocampo, Jose, and Dale Johnson, “The Concept of Political Development,” in James 
Cockcroft, Andre Gunder Frank, and Dale Johnson, eds., Dependence and Development 
(Garden City, NY: Anchor Books, 1972), pp. 399-424. 

 
Przeworski, Adam, “Institutionalization of Voting Patterns or Is Mobilization the Source 
of Decay,” American Political Science Review, 69 (March 1975), pp. 49-67. 

 
Rudolph, Lloyd, and Susanne Rudolph, The Modernity of Tradition: Political 
Development in India, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1967). 
 
Stark, Rodney, “Secularization, RIP,” Sociology of Religion, 60, no. 3 (1999): 249-273. 
 
Stepan, Alfred, “Religion, Democracy and the “Twin Tolerations,” 11 (4), Journal of 
Democracy, 2000, pp. 37-57. 
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3.  February 9: Competing Approaches to Comparative Politics 
 
**Almond interview in Munck and Snyder, Passion, Craft, and Method  (Chapter 3) 
 
Required Reading 
 
Gabriel Almond and Stephen Genco, “Clouds, Clocks, and the Study of Politics,” World 
Politics, 29 (1977). 
 
Economic Approaches 
 
Peter Gourevitch, Politics in Hard Times: Comparative Responses to International Economic 
Crises (Cornell University Press, 1986), Ch 1 (pp. 17-34) and Ch 6 (pp. 221-240). 
 
Ronald Rogowski, “Political Cleavages and Changing Exposure to Trade,” American Political 
Science Review 81, No. 4 (December 1987): 1121-1136. 
 
Cultural Approaches 
 
Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba, eds., The Civic Culture (Boston: Little, Brown, 
1963), pp. 1-44, 307-315, and 337-374). 
 
Harry Eckstein, “A Culturalist Theory of Political Change,” American Political Science Review 
83, No. 3 (September 1988): 789-804. 
 
Lisa Wedeen, “Conceptualizing Culture: Possibilities for Political Science,” American 
Political Science Review, vol. 96, no. 4 (Dec. 2002). 
 
David J. Elkins and Richard E. B. Simeon, “A Cause in Search of Its Effect, or What 
Does Political Culture Explain?” Comparative Politics, 11 (January 1979): 127-146. 
 
Statist Approaches 
 
Theda Skocpol, “Bringing the State Back In: Strategies of Analysis in Current Research.” In 
Peter B. Evans, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol, eds. Bringing the State Back In 
(Cambridge University Press, 1985), pp. 3-37. 
 
Rational Choice Approaches 
 
Barbara Geddes, Paradigms and Sand Castles: Theory Building and Research Design in 
Comparative Politics (University of Michigan Press, 2003), chapter 5 (pp. 175-211). 
 
Path Dependent Approaches 
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Paul Pierson, Politics in Time (Princeton University Press, 2004), Introduction (pp. 1-10 only), 
Chapters 1-2 (pp. 17-78). 
 
Additional Sources 
 
Economic Approaches 
 
Marx, Karl, The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte 
 
Vogel, Steven K. “When Interests are not Preferences: A Cautionary Tale of Japanese 
Consumers.” Comparative Politics 31, No. 2 (January 1999): 187-207 [A Critique] 
 
On Culture/Cultural Approaches 
 
Almond, Gabriel, “Communism and Political Culture Theory,” Comparative Politics, 15 
(January 1983), pp. 127-138. 

 
Baker, Kendall, Russell Dalton, and Kai Hildebrandt, Germany Transformed: Political 
Culture and the New Politics (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1981). 

 
Banfield, Edward C., The Moral Basis of a Backward Society (Glencoe, IL: Free Press, 
1958) and the critique in Alessandro Pizzorno, “Amoral Familism and Historical 
Marginality,” in Mattei Dogan and Richard Rose, eds., European Politics: A Reader 
(Boston: Little, Brown, 1971), pp. 87-98. 
 
Flanagan, Scott, “The Genesis of Variant Political Cultures: Contemporary Citizen 
Orientation in Japan, America, Britain, and Italy,” in Sidney Verba and Lucian W. Pye, 
eds., The Citizen and Politics: A Comparative Perspective (Stamford, CT: Greylock 
Publisher, 1978), pp. 129-163. 
 
Frankel, Philip, “Political Culture and Revolution in Soweto,” Journal of Politics, 42 
(November 1980) pp. 951-992. 
 
Geertz, Clifford, “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture,” in 
Geertz, The Interpretation of Cultures (New York: Basic Books, 1973), pp. 3-30. 
 
Geertz, Clifford, The Interpretation of Cultures: Selected Essays (New York: Basic 
Books, 1973). 
 
Hartz, Louis, ed., The Founding of New Societies: Studies in the History of the United 
States, Latin America, South Africa, Canada, and Australia (New York: Harcourt, Brace 
& World, 1964). 
 
Huntington, Samuel P., American Politics: The Promise of Disharmony (Cambridge, 
MA: Harvard University Press, 1981), chapters 1-3. 
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Huntington, Samuel P., The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order 
(New York: Simon and Schuster, 1996), pp. 56-78. 
 
Inglehart, Ronald, “The Renaissance of Political Culture,” American Political Science 
Review 82 (December 1988), pp. 1203-1230. 
 
Inglehart, Roland, Culture Shift in Advanced Industrial Society (Princeton University 
Press, 1989) 
 
Laitin, David D., “The Civic Culture at 30,” American Political Science Review, 89 no.1 
(March 1995), pp. 168-173. 

 
Laitin, David, and Aaron Wildavsky, “Political Culture and Political Preferences,” 
American Political Science Review, 82 no. 2, (June 1988), pp. 589-596. 

 
Muller, Edward N., and Mitchell A. Seligson, “Civic Culture and Democracy: The 
Question of Causal Relationships,” American Political Science Review, 88 no. 3, 
(September 1994), pp. 635-652. 

 
Perry, Elizabeth J., “Chinese Political Culture Revisited,” in Jeffrey N. Wasserstrom and 
Elizabeth J. Perry, eds., Popular Protest and Political Culture in Modern China 
(Boulder: Westview Press, 1994). 
 
Ross, Marc Howard, “Culture and Identity in Comparative Political Analysis,” in Mark I. 
Lichbach and Alan S. Zuckerman, eds. Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and 
Structure (Cambridge University Press, 1997), pp. 42-80. 
 
Swidler, Ann, “Culture in Action: Symbols and Strategies,” American Sociological 
Review, 51 (April 1986), pp. 273-286. 
 
Rational Choice Approaches 
 
Robert H. Bates, Avner Greif, Margaret Levi, Jean-Laurent Rosenthal, and Barry R. Weingast, 
Analytic Narratives (Princeton University Press, 1998). 
 
Jon Elster, “Rational Choice History,” American Political Science Review, vol. 94 
(September 2000), pp. 685-695. 
 
Donald P. Green and Ian Shapiro, Pathologies of Rational Choice Theory (Yale University 
Press, 1994)  
 
Margaret Levi, “Reconsiderations of Rational Choice in Comparative Politics and 
Historical Analysis,” in Mark I. Lichbach and Alan S. Zuckerman, eds. Comparative 
Politics: Rationality, Culture, and Structure (New York: Cambridge University Press, 
2009), pp. 117-133. 
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George, Tsebelis, Nested Games: Rational Choice in Comparative Politics, (Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1990). 
 
Statist Approaches 
 
Peter B. Evans, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol, eds. Bringing the State Back In 
(Cambridge University Press, 1985), pp. 3-37. 
 
Theda Skocpol, States and Social Revolutions (Cambridge University Press, 1979). 
 
Timothy Mitchell, “The Limits of the State: Beyond Statist Approaches and Their 
Critics,” American Political Science Review vol. 85 (March 1991), pp. 77-96. 
 
Path Dependent Approaches 
 
David Collier and Ruth Berins Collier, Shaping the Political Arena (Princeton University 
Press, 1991). 
 
James Mahoney and Dietrich Rueschemeyer, eds. Comparative Historical Analysis in the 
Social Sciences (Cambridge, 2003). 
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4.  February 16: Institutions and Institutional Analysis  
 
**Lijphart interview in Munck and Snyder, Passion, Craft, and Method (chapter 8) 
 
Required Reading 
 
Overview and Approaches 
 
Peter A. Hall and Rosemary Taylor, “Political Science and the Three New 
Institutionalisms,” Political Studies, 44 (December 1996) 
 
Paul Pierson and Theda Skocpol, “Historical Institutionalism in Contemporary Political 
Science,” in Ira Katznelson and Helen V. Milner, eds. Political Science: State of the 
Discipline (New York: W.W. Norton, 2002), pp. 693-721. 
 
Barry Weingast, “Rational-Choice Institutionalism.” in Ira Katznelson and Helen V. 
Milner, eds. Political Science: State of the Discipline (New York: W.W. Norton, 2002), 
pp. 660-692. 
 
Institutional Effects 
 
Matthew S. Shugart and John M. Carey, Presidents and Assemblies: Constitutional 
Design and Electoral Dynamics (Cambridge University Press, 1992), Chapters 1-3 (pp. 
1-54) and Chapter 13 (pp. 273-287).    
 
Arend Lijphart, “Constitutional Choices for New Democracies,” Journal of Democracy 
(Winter 1991). 
 
George Tsebelis, “Veto Players and Institutional Analysis,” Governance 13: 4 (October 
2000): 441-474. 
 
Jonathan Rodden, “Back to the Future: Endogenous Institutions and Comparative 
Politics,” in Mark I. Lichbach and Alan S. Zuckerman, eds. Comparative Politics: 
Rationality, Culture, and Structure (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009), pp. 
333-357. 
 
Gretchen Helmke and Steven Levitsky, “Informal Institutions and Comparative Politics: 
A Research Agenda.” Perspectives on Politics 2, No. 4 (2004): 725-740. 
 
Explaining Institutional Design 
 
Douglass C. North and Barry R. Weingast, “Constitutions and Commitment: The 
Evolution of Institutions Governing Public Choice in Seventeenth Century England,” 
Journal of Economic History 49, No 4 (December 1989): 803-832. 
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Terry Moe, “Political Institutions: The Neglected Side of the Story.” Journal of Law, 
Economics, and Organization 6 (1990): 213-253. 
 
Paul Pierson, Politics in Time (Princeton University Press, 2004), chapter 4. 
 
Institutional Change: 
 
James Mahoney and Kathleen Thelen, “A Theory of Gradual Institutional Change,” in 
Mahoney and Thelen, eds. Explaining Institutional Change: Ambiguity, Agency, and 
Power (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010), pp. 1-37. 
 
Avner Greif and David Laitin, “A Theory of Endogenous Institutional Change,” 
American Political Science Review 98, No. 4 (November 2004): 633-652. 
 
Additional Sources 
 
John M. Carey, “Parchment, Equilibria, and Institutions,” Comparative Political Studies 33:6/7 
(2000): 735-761.  
 
Jose Antonio Cheibub and Fernando Limongi, “Democratic Institutions and Regime Survival: 
Parliamentary and Presidential Democracies Reconsidered,” Annual Review of Political Science 
5 (2002): 151-79. 
 
Gary Cox, The Efficient Secret (Cambridge University Press, 1987) 
 
Gary Cox and Mathew D. McCubbins, Legislative Leviathan: Party Government in the House. 
(Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1993). 

 
Herbert Döring, ed. (1995). Parliaments and Majority Rule in Western Europe. Frankfurt, 
Germany; New York, Campus Verlag; St. Martin’s Press. 
 
Mary Douglas, How Institutions Think (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1986). 
 
Stephen Haggard and Mathew D. McCubbins, Eds. (2001). Presidents, Parliaments, and Policy. 
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 
 
Gretchen Helmke, 2002. “The Logic of Strategic Defection: Court-Executive Relations in 
Argentina Under Dictatorship and Democracy,” American Political Science Review 96 
(2):291-303. 
 
Gretchen Helmke and Steven Levitsky, eds. Informal Institutions and Democracy (Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 2006) 
 
John D. Huber, John D., “The Vote of Confidence in Parliamentary Democracies,” American 
Political Science Review 90:2 (1996): 269-282. 
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John D. Huber, 1996. Rationalizing Parliament: Legislative Institutions and Party 
Politics in France. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 
John D. Huber, Charles Shipan and Pfahler, “Legislatures and Statutory Control of 
Bureaucracy,” American Journal of Political Science 45: April (2001): 330-45. 
 
Knight, Jack, Institutions and Social Conflict (Cambridge University Press, 1992). 
 
Michael Laver and Kenneth A. Shepsle, Making and Breaking Governments: Cabinets 
and Legislatures in Parliamentary Democracies. (Cambridge University Press, 1996). 
 
Steven Levitsky and María Victoria Murillo, “Variation in Institutional Strength.” Annual 
Review of Political Science 12 (June 2009). 
 
Arend Lijphart, Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six 
Countries (New Haven: Yale University Press). 

  
James G. March and Johan P. Olson, “The New Institutionalism: Organizational Factors 
in Political Life,” American Political Science Review, 78, no. 3 (September 1984) 
 
James G. March and Johan P. Olsen, Rediscovering Institutions: The Organizational 
Basis of Politics (New York: Free Press, 1989). 
 
Terry Moe, “Power and Political Institutions.” Perspectives on Politics 3, No. 2 (June 
2005): 215-233. 
 
Elinor Ostrom, Governing the Commons: The Evolution of Institutions for Collective 
Action (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990). 
 
Adam Przeworski, “Institutions Matter?” Government and Opposition 39, No. 2 (2004): 
527-540. 
 
G. Bingham Powell, “Constitutional Design and Citizen Electoral Control,” Journal of 
Theoretical Politics 1(2) (1989): 107-130. 
 
Thomas F. Remington, The Russian Parliament: Institutional Evolution in a Transitional 
Regime, 1989-1999. (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2001). 
 
Karen Remmer, “Theoretical Decay and Theoretical Development: The Resurgence of 
Institutional Analysis,” World Politics, Vol. 50 (October 1997), pp. 34-61. 
 
Ian Shapiro, Steven Skowronek, and Daniel Galvin, eds. Rethinking Political Institutions: 
The Art of the State (New York University Press, 2006). 
 
Kenneth Shepsle, “Studying Institutions: Some Lessons from the Rational Choice Approach,” J 
of Theoretical Politics 1, 2 (April 1989): 131-147. 
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Kenneth Shepsle, “Institutional Equilibrium and Equilibrium Institutions,” in H. 
Weisenberg (ed), Political Science: The Science of Politics (Agathon Press, 1986). 
 
Kenneth Shepsle and Barry R. Weingast, “Positive Theories of Congressional Institutions,” 
Legislative Studies Quarterly 19 (1994): 149-80. 
 
Matthew S. Shugart, “The Inverse Relationship Between Party Strength and Executive 
Strength: A Theory of Politicians’ Constitutional Choices.” British Journal of Political 
Science 28 (1998): 1-29. 
 
Alfred Stepan and Cindy Skach. 1993. “Constitutional Frameworks and Democratic 
Consolidation: Parliamentarism versus Presidentialism.” World Politics 46(1): 1-22. 
 
Alec Stone Sweet. 2000. Governing with Judges: Constitutional Politics in Europe. 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press). 
 
Kaare Strom, Ian Budge and Michael J. Laver, “Constraints on Cabinet Formation in 
Parliamentary Democracies,” American Journal of Political Science 38:2 (1994): 303-335. 
 
Kathleen Thelen, “Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Politics,” Annual Review of 
Political Science (1999). 
 
Kathleen Thelen, How Institutions Evolve (Cambridge University Press, 2004). 
 
Kathleen Thelen and Sven Steinmo, “Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Politics,” 
in Steinmo, Thelen and Frank Longstretch, eds., Structuring Politics (Cambridge 
University Press, 1992). 
 
Kathleen Thelen and Wolfgang Streeck, eds. Beyond Continuity: Institutional Change in 
Advanced Industrial Economies (Cambridge University Press, 2005). 
 
George Tsebelis, Veto Players: How Political Institutions Work (Princeton University 
Press, 2002). 

 
George Tsebelis, “Veto Players and Law Production in Parliamentary Democracies: An 
Empirical Analysis,” American Political Science Review 93:3 (1999): 591-608. 

 
George Tsebelis and Jeannette Money, Bicameralism (Cambridge University Press, 1997). 

 
Klaus von Beyme, Parliamentary Democracy: Democratization, Destabilization, 
Reconsolidation, 1789-1999. (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2000). 

 
Barry Weingast, “A Rational Choice Perspective on Congressional Norms,” American Journal of 
Political Science 23 (1979): 245-262. 
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February 23: The Logics and Methods of Comparative Politics 
 
**Collier interview in Munck and Snyder, Passion, Craft, and Method (chapter 15) 
 
Required Reading 
 
Arend Lijphart, “The Comparable Cases Strategy in Comparative Research,” 
Comparative Political Studies (July 1975): 158-177     
 
Theda Skocpol and M. Somers, The Uses of Comparative History in Macrosocial 
Inquiry,” Comparative Studies in Society and History 65 (1980): 174-197      
 
John Gerring, “The Case Study,” in Carles Boix and Susan C. Stokes, eds. The Oxford 
Handbook of Comparative Politics (Oxford University Press, 2008), pp. 90-122. 
 
Jasket Sekhon, “Quality Meets Quantity: Case Studies, Conditional Probability, and 
Counterfactuals,” Perspectives on Politics (June 2004): 281-293 
 
Gary King, Robert Keohane and Sidney Verba, Designing Social Inquiry (Princeton U 
Press), pp. 3-9; 36-46; 115-149; 168-69; 176-182; 185-187; 189-193; 208-228    
 
Henry Brady and David Collier, Rethinking Social Inquiry: Diverse Tools, Shared 
Standards, Chapter 1 (pp. 3-20) chapter 6 (pp. 85-102), Chapters 12-13 (195-266). 
 
Peter Hall, “Aligning Ontology and Methodology,” in James Mahoney and Dietrich 
Rueschemeyer, eds. Comparative Historical Analysis in the Social Sciences (Cambridge, 
2003), pp. 373-404. 
 
Peter Hall, “Systematic Process Analysis: When and How to Use it,” European Political 
Science 7, 3 (August 2008): 304-317.   
 
Giovanni Sartori “Concept Misformation in Comparative Politics,” American Political 
Science Review (December 1970): 1033-1053     20 
 
David Collier and Robert Adcock, “Measurement Validity: A Shared Standard for 
Qualitative and Quantitative Research,” American Political Science Review 95 (3) 
September 2001: pp. 529-546.    
 
Evan Lieberman, “Nested Analysis as a Mixed-Method Strategy for Comparative 
Research,” American Political Science Review (August 2005) 99, 3: 435-452    
 
Additional Sources 
 
Robert Bates, Chalmers Johnson, and Ian Lustick, “Controversy in the Discipline: Area 
Studies and Comparative Politics,” PS: Political Science and Politics 30 (2) June 1997: 
166-179. 
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Donald Campbell and Julian Stanley, Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Designs for 
Research (Houghton Mifflin 1963). 
 
David Collier and John Gerring, Concepts and Method in Social Science: The Tradition 
of Giovanni Sartori (Routledge, 2009) 
 
David Collier and James Mahoney, “Insights and Pitfalls: Selection Bias in Qualitative 
Research,” World Politics 49 (October 1996), pp. 56-91. 
 
Douglas Dion, “Evidence and Inference in the Comparative Case Study,” Comparative 
Politics 30, no. 2 (January 1998), pp. 127-142. 
 
Harry Eckstein, “Case Study and Theory in Political Science,” in Fred Greenstein and 
Nelson Polsby, eds., Strategies of Inquiry, vol. 7 of Handbook of Political Science 
(Reading, MA: AddisonWesley Pub. Co., 1975). 

 
Barbara Geddes, “How the Cases You Choose Affect the Answers You Get: Selection 
Bias in Comparative Politics,” in Political Analysis, ed. James Stimson, vol. 2 (Ann 
Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1990), pp. 131-149 
 
Alexander George and Andrew Bennett, Case Studies and Theory development in the 
social sciences (MIT Press, 2005). 
 
Gary Goertz, Social Science Concepts (Princeton University Press, 2006) 
Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions 2nd edition (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1970) 
 
John Gerring, Social Science Methodology (Cambridge University Press, 2010) 
 
John Gerring, Case Study Research (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007)  
 
Imre Lakatos and Alan Musgrave, Criticism and the Growth of Knowledge (1970). 
Especially chapters by Kuhn, Popper, and Lakatos. 
 
James Mahoney, “Nominal, Ordinal and Narrative Appraisal in Macrocausal Analysis,” 
American Journal of Sociology, 104 (1999), pp. 1154-96. 
 
James Mahoney, “After KKV: The New Methodology of Qualitative,” World Politics 
(January 2010). 
 
James Mahoney and Celso Villegas, “Historical Enquiry and Comparative Politics” 
Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), pp. 
73-89. 
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Adam Przeworski and Henry Teune, The Logic of Comparative Social Inquiry (New 
York: Wiley-Interscience, 1970), Part I. 
 
Charles Ragin, The Comparative Method: Moving Beyond Qualitative and Quantitative 
Studies (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1987). 
 
Charles Ragin, Fuzzy-Set Social Science (University of Chicago Press, 2000). 

 
James Robinson and Jared Diamond, Natural Experiments in History (Harvard 
University Press, 2010) 
 
Giovanni Sartori, Social Science Concepts: A Systematic Analysis (Beverly Hills, CA: 
Sage Publications, 1984). 
 
Richard Snyder, “Scaling Down: The Subnational Comparative Method,” Studies in 
Comparative International Development 36 (1): 93-110.  
 
Charles Tilly, Big, Structures, Large Processes, Huge Comparisons (New York: Russell 
Sage Foundation, 1984 
 
Sidney Verba, “Some Dilemmas in Comparative Research” World Politics 20 (1967) 
 
Max Weber, “Science as Vocation” in Gerth and Mills (eds) From Max Weber (Oxford 
University Press, 1958): pp. 129-156 
 
Elisabeth Wood, “Field Research,” in Carles Boix and Susan Stokes (ed) Oxford Handbook 
of Comparative Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), pp. 123-146. 
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March 2: Political Economy of Development 
 
**Bates interview in Munck and Snyder, Passion, Craft, and Method  
 
Required Reading: 
 
W.W. Rostow, The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non-Communist Manifesto 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, [1960] 1990), pp. 1-12 
 
Gerschenkron, Alexander, Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective 
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1962), pp.5-30. 
 
North, Douglas C., Institutions, Institutional Change, and Economic Performance 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990), pp. 83-104, 107-117. 
 
Johnson, Chalmers, MITI and the Japanese Miracle: The Growth of Industrial Policy, 
1925-1975 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1982), pp. 3-34. 
 
Alice Amsden, The Rise of “The Rest”: Challenges to the West from Late- 
Industrializing Economies (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), pp. 1-17, 125-160. 
 
Robert H. Bates, Markets and States in Tropical Africa: The Political Basis of 
Agricultural Policies (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1981), pp. 1-105. 
 
Przeworski, Adam, and Michael Alvarez, José Antonio Cheibub, and Fernando Limongi, 
Democracy and Development: Political Institutions and Well-Being in the World, 1950-
1990 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), pp. 142-179. 
 
Jeffrey Sachs, “Tropical Underdevelopment,” NBER Working Paper (2001), pp. 1-40. 
 
Dani Rodrik, Arvind Subramanian, and Francesco Trebbi, “Institutions Rule: The 
Primacy of Institutions Over Geography and Integration in Economic Development” 
Journal of Economic Growth 9 (2004), pp. 131-158. 
 
Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson and James Robinson, “Reversal of Fortune: Geography 
and Institutions in the Making of the Modern World Income Distribution,” Quarterly 
Journal of Economics 118 (2002): 1231-94. 
 
Additional Sources 
 
Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson and James Robinson, “Disease and Development in 
Historical Perspective,” Journal of the European Economic Association 1 (2), 2003, pp. 
397-405. 
 
Barro, Robert, “Inequality and Growth in a Panel of Countries,” Journal of Economic 
Growth 5 (March 2000), pp. 5-32. 
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Bates, Robert H., ed., Towards a Political Economy of Development: A Rational Choice 
Perspective (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1988). 

 
Belassa, Bela, Policy Reform in Developing Countries (New York: Pergamon Press, 
1977). 
 
Cardoso, Fernando Henrique and Enzo Faletto, Dependency and Development in Latin 
America (University of California Press, 1979). 
 
Diamond, Jared. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies (W.W. Norton 
1997). 
 
Evans, Peter J. Dependent Development (Princeton University Press, 1979). 
 
Evans, Peter J., Embedded Autonomy: States and Industrial Transformation. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1995, (pp. 3-73). 
 
Glaeser, Edward, Rafael LaPorta, Florencio Lopez de Silanes, and Andrei Shleifer, “Do 
Institutions Cause Growth?” Journal of Economic Growth 9 (2004): 271-298. 
 
Haggard, Stephan, Pathways from the Periphery: The Politics of Growth in the Newly 
Industrializing Countries (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1990), pp. 23-48. 
 
Hellman, Joel, “Winners Take All: The Politics of Partial Reform in Postcommunist 
Transitions,” World Politics 50:2 (February 1998). 
 
Hirschman, Albert O. Journeys Toward Progress: Studies of Economic Policy-Making in 
Latin America (New York: Greenwood Press, 1963). 
 
Kohli, Atul, State-Directed Development (Cambridge University Press, 2004). 
 
Krueger, Anne, “Government Failures in Development,” Journal of Economic 
Perspectives 4 no. 3 (Summer 1990), pp. 9-25. 

 
Kuznets, Simon, Economic Growth of Nations: Total Output and Production Structure 
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1971). 
 
Leys, Colin, The Rise and Fall of Development Theory (Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press, 1996). 
 
Mahoney, James “Long Run Development and the Legacy of Spanish Colonialism” 
American Journal of Sociology 103 (2003): 50-106. 
 
Robinson, James, “States and Power in Africa by Jeffrey Herbst: A Review Essay,” 
Journal of Economic Literature 40 no. 2 (June 2002), 510-519. 
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Rodrik, Dani, “Understanding Economic Policy Reform,” Journal of Economic 
Literature 34 (March 1996): 9-41. 
 
Rodrik, Dani, Arvind Subramanian, and Francesco Trebbi, “Institutions Rule: The 
Primacy of Institutions Over Geography and Integration in Economic Development” 
Journal of Economic Growth 9 (2004), pp. 131-158. 

 
Scott, James C., Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human 
Condition Have Failed (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1998), pp. 193-222. 
 
Seligson, Mitchell A., and John T. Passe-Smith, eds., Development and 
Underdevelopment: The Political Economy of Inequality (Boulder, CO: L. Rienner Press, 
1993). 

 
Valenzuela, J. Samuel, and Arturo Valenzuela, “Modernization and Dependency: 
Alternative Perspectives in the Study of Latin American Underdevelopment,” 
Comparative Politics, 10 (July 1978): 535-552. 
 
van de Walle, Nick, African Economies and the Politics of Permanent Crisis, 1979-1999, 
(Cambridge University Press, 2001). 
 
Wade, Robert, Governing the Market: Economic Theory and the Role of Government in 
East Asia Industrialization (Princeton University Press, 1990) 
 
Woo-Cumings, Mededith, ed. The Developmental State (Cornell University Press, 1999). 
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March 9: The State and State-Building 
 
**Skocpol interview in Munck and Snyder, Passion, Craft, and Method  
 
Required Reading: 
 
Stephen Krasner, “Approaches to the State,” Comparative Politics (January 1984), pp. 
223-246 
 
Douglas North. 1986. “A Neoclassical Theory of the State,” in Jon Elster, ed. Rational 
Choice (New York University Press, 1986), pp. 248-261. 
 
Barbara Geddes, Politicians Dilemma (University of California Press, 1994), pp. 1-19. 
 
Charles Tilly, “War Making and State Making as Organized Crime” in Peter Evans, 
Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol,  Bringing the State Back In (Cambridge 
University Press, 1985), pp. 169-191 
 
Thomas Ertman, Birth of the Leviathan: Building States and Regimes in Medieval and 
Early Modern Europe (Cambridge University Press, 1997), pp. 1-34. 
 
Desmond King and Robert Lieberman, “Ironies of State Building: A Comparative 
Perspective on the American State.” World Politics 61, No. 3 (July 2009): 547-588. 
 
Robert Bates, Prosperity and Violence (2nd edition) (WW Norton, 2009), Chapters 3-4 
(pp. 34-66). 
 
Jeffrey Herbst, States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and 
Control (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2000), pp. 12-31. 
 
Miguel Centeno “Blood and Debt: War and Taxation in Nineteenth Century Latin 
America,” American Journal of Sociology 102 (6) 1997, pp. 1565-1605. 
 
Dan Slater, “Can Leviathan be a Democrat? Competitive Elections, Robust Mass Politics, 
and State Infrastructural Power.” Studies in Comparative International Development 43:4 
(December 2008), pp. 252-272 
 
Anna Grzymala Busse, “The Discreet Charm of Formal Institutions: Postcommunist 
Party Competition and State Oversight,” Comparative Political Studies (December 
2006), pp. 1-30. 
 
Robert H. Bates, When Things Fall Apart: State Failure in Late-Century Africa 
(Cambridge University Press, 2008), pp. 3-6, 15-29, 97-139. 
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Additional Sources on the State, Bureaucracies, and Federalism 
 
Lisa Anderson, The State and Social Transformation in Tunisia and Libya 1830-1980 
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1986). 
 
Fred Block, “The Ruling Class Does not Rule: Notes on the Marxist Theory of the State,” 
Socialist Revolution/Review (May 1977). 
 
Fred Block, "The Roles of the State in the Economy," Neil Smelser and Richard 
Swedberg eds., The Handbook of Economic Sociology, 691-710 
 
Daniel Carpenter, The Forging of Bureaucratic Autonomy: Reputation, Networks, and 
Policy Innovation in Executive Agencies, 1862-1928 (Princeton University Press, 2001). 
 
Gerald M. Easter, Reconstructing the State: Personal Networks and Elite Identity in 
Soviet Russia (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), 
 
Thomas Ertman, “State Formation and State-Building in Europe” in Thomas Janoski et 
al. (ed) The Handbook of Political Sociology (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2005), pp. 367-383 
 
Stephen Elkin, Stephen, “Pluralism in its Place: State and Regime in Liberal 
Democracy,” in R. Benjamin and S. Elkin (eds.), The Democratic State (1985). 
 
Peter Evans, Embedded Autonomy: States and Industrial Transformation (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1995), chapter 3. 
 
John Ferejohn and Charles R. Shipan, 1990. “Congressional Influence on Bureaucracy,” 
Journal of Law, Economics, & Organization 6 (Special Issue):1-20. 
 
Otto Hintze, “Military Organization and the Organization of the State,” in Feliz Gilbert, 
ed., The Historical Essays of Otto Hintze (Cambridge: Oxford University Press, 1975). 
 
John D. Huber and Nolan McCarty, 2004. “Bureaucratic Capacity, Delegation, and 
Political Reform,” American Political Science Review 98 (3):481-494. 
 
John D. Huber and Charles Shipan: Deliberate Discretion: The Institutional Foundations 
of Bureaucratic Autonomy (Cambridge University Press, 2002) 
 
Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, “Why Africa’s Weak States Persist,” World Politics 35 
(1), pp. 1-24 
 
Stephen Krasner, “Are Bureaucracies Important? (Or Allison Wonderland)” Foreign 
Policy, 7, (Summer 1972), pp. 159-179. 
 
Margaret Levi, Of Rule and Revenue (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1988). 
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Margaret Levi, “The State of the Study of the State,” in Katznelson and Milner (eds) The 
State of the Discipline (New York: W.W. Norton), pp. 33-55. 
 
Joel Migdal, Strong Societies and Weak States: State-Society Relations and State 
Capabilities in the Third World (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1988) 
 
Joel Migdal, The State in Society (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001). 
 
Joel Migdal, “Researching the State,” in Lichbach and Zuckerman, eds. Comparative 
Politics (Cambridge University Press 2009) 
 
J.P. Nettle, “The State as a Conceptual Variable,” World Politics 20 (4) 1968 
 
Peter C. Ordeshook, Peter C., Mikhail Filippov, and Olga Shvetsova. 2004. Designing 
Federalism: A Theory of Self-Sustainable Federal Institutions. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, chs. 1-2, 6 (pp. 1-75, 177-225). 
 
Guy Peters, The Politics of Bureaucracy (New York: Longman, 1989), pp. 250-288. 
 
Robert Putnam, “Bureaucrats and Politicians: Contending Elites in the Policy-Making 
Process,” in William B. Gwyn and George C. Edwards, eds., Perspectives on Policy 
Making (New Orleans: Tulane University Press, 1975), pp. 179-202. 

 
Robert Putnam, “The Political Attitudes of Senior Civil Servants in Western Europe: A 
Preliminary Report,” British Journal of Political Science, 3, (July 1973), pp. 257-290. 
 
William H. Riker, Federalism: Origin, Operations, Significance (Boston: Little, Brown: 
1964). 
 
Jonathan A. Rodden, Hamilton’s Paradox: The Promise and Peril of Fiscal Federalism 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006). 
 
Paul Sacks, “State Structure and the Asymmetric Society: Approach to Public Policy in 
Britain,” Comparative Politics (April 1980), pp. 349-376. 

 
Wallace Sayre, “Bureaucracies: Some Contrasts in Systems,” Indian Journal of Public 
Administration 10 (April-June 1964), pp. 219-229. 
 
Bernard Silberman, Cages of Reason: The Rise of the Rational State in France, Japan, 
the United States, and Great Britain (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993) 
 
Stephen Skowronek, Building a New American State: The Expansion of National 
Administrative Capacities (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982), chaps. 1 and 
2; and pp. 37-46, 163-176, and Epilogue. 
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Hendrik Spruyt, The Sovereign State and its Competitors (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1994) 
 
Ezra Suleiman, ed., Bureaucrats and Policymaking: A Comparative Overview (New 
York: Holmes & Meier, 1984). 

 
Ezra Suleiman, Politics, Power, and Bureaucracy in France (Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 1974). 
 
Cameron Thies, “National Design and State Formation in Africa,” World Politics 
(October 2009) 
 
Daniel Treisman, Daniel, 2000. “Decentralization and Inflation: Commitment, Collective 
Action, or Continuity,” American Political Science Review 94 (4):837-857. 

 
Daniel Treisman, The Architecture of Government: Rethinking Political Decentralization 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007). 

 
Ellen Kay Trimberger, Revolution from Above: Military Bureaucrats and Development in 
Japan, Turkey, Egypt, and Peru (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Books, 1978). 
David Waldner, State Building and Development (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1999) 
 
Eugen Weber, Peasants Into Frenchmen (Stanford University Press, 1978) 
 
Max Weber, “Bureaucracy” in Gerth and Mills (eds) From Max Weber (pp. 198-244) 
 
Barry Weingast. 1995. “The Economic Role of Political Institutions: Market-Preserving 
Federalism and Economic Development,” Journal of Law, Economics, & Organization 
11 (1):1-31. 

 
Erik Wibbels, 2000. “Federalism and the Politics of Macroeconomic Policy and 
Performance,” American Journal of Political Science 44 (4):687-702. 
 
Daniel Ziblatt, Structuring the State: The Formation of Italy and Germany and the Puzzle 
of Federalism (Princeton University Press, 2006) 
 
Daniel Ziblatt, “Rethinking the Origins of Federalism,”  World Politics (October 2004) 
 
8. March 16: No class Spring Break 
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9.  March 23: Political Regimes I: Classical Approaches to Democratization 
 
**Dahl and Linz interviews in Munck and Snyder, Passion, Craft, and Method 
 
Required Reading 
 
Robert Dahl, Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1971), ch 1 (pp. 1-16), chapters 3-6 (pp. 33-104).  
 
Seymour Martin Lipset, Political Man: The Social Bases of Politics (Garden City, NY: 
Doubleday, 1960), chapter 2. 
 
Adam Przeworski and Fernando Limongi, “Modernization: Theories and Facts,” World 
Politics, 49 (January 1997), pp. 155-183. 
 
Dankwart Rustow, “Transitions to Democracy: Toward a Dynamic Model,” Comparative 
Politics, 2 (April 1970), pp. 337-364. 
 
Carles Boix, Democracy and Redistribution (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2003), pp. 1-59.   
  
Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson, Economic Origins of Dictatorship and 
Democracy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), chapters 2-3 (pp. 15-87) 
 
Ziblatt, Daniel, “How Did Europe Democratize?” World Politics 58:2 (January 2006), 
311-38. 
 
Juan Linz, “The Perils of Presidentialism,” Journal of Democracy 1, No. 1 (Winter 1990). 
 
Additional Sources for Weeks 9 and 10 
 
Acemoglu, Daron and James Robinson, “Why did the West Extend the Franchise? 
Quarterly Journal of Economics  ( November 2000). 
 
Bellin, Eva. “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism in 
Comparative Perspective,” Comparative Politics 36, no. 2 (January 2004): 139-157. 
 
Bermeo, Nancy, Ordinary People in Extraordinary Times (Princeton University Press, 
2003) 
 
Boix, Carles, and Susan Stokes, “Endogenous Democratization,” World Politics 55 (July 
2003): 517-549. 
 
Bowman, Kirk, Fabrice Lehoucq, and James Mahoney, “Measuring Political 
Democracy,” Comparative Political Studies 38, No. 8 (2005). 
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Bratton, Michael and Nicolas van de Walle, Democratic Experiments in Africa (Cambridge 
University Press, 1997) 
 
Brownlee, Jason, Authoritarianism in an Age of Democratization. (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2007). 
 
Chehabi, H. E. and Juan Linz, eds. Sultanistic Regimes (Johns Hopkins University Press, 
1998). 
 
Cheibub, Jose Antonio, and Fernando Limongi, “Democratic Institutions and Regime Survival: 
Parliamentary and Presidential Democracies Reconsidered,” Annual Review of Political Science 
5 (2002): 151-79. 
 
Collier, David, ed. The New Authoritarianism in Latin America (Princeton University 
Press, 1979). 
 
Collier, Ruth Berins, Paths Towards Democracy (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1999) 
 
Dahl, Robert, A Preface to Democratic Theory (University of Chicago Press, 1956). 

 
Dahl, Robert, Democracy and Its Critics (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1989). 

 
Dahrendorf, Ralf, Reflections on the Revolution in Europe (New York: Times Books, 1990). 
 
Darden, Keith  and Anna Grzymala Busse, “The Great Divide: Literacy, Nationalism, and 
Communist Collapse” World Politics 59 (1), 83-115.  
 
Fish, M. Stephen, Democracy Derailed in Russia (Cambridge University Press, 2005) 
 
Gallagher, Mary E.  “‘Reform and Openness’: Why China’s Economic Reforms Have 
Delayed Democracy,” World Politics 54 (April 2002): 338-372. 
 
Gandhi, Jennifer, and Adam Przeworski, “Authoritarian Institutions and the Survival of 
Autocrats,” Comparative Political Studies 40:11 (2007): 1279-1301. 
 
Haggard, Stephan, and Robert R. Kaufman, The Political Economy of Democratic 
Transitions (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1995). 
 
Kuran, Timur, “Now Out of Never: The Element of Surprise in the Eastern European 
Revolutions of 1989.” World Politics 44 (1991) 
 
Levitsky, Steven and David Collier, “Democracy with Adjectives: Conceptual Strategies in 
Comparative Research.” World Politics (April 1997). 
 

 25



Linz, Juan, “Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes,” in Fred Greenstein and Nelson 
Polsby, eds., Handbook of Political Science, vol. 3 (Addison-Wesley Pub. Co., 1975) 
 
Linz, Juan, and Alfred Stepan. 1996. Problems of Democratic Transition and 
Consolidation. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 
 
Londregan, John B., and Keith T. Poole, “Does High Income Promote Democracy?” 
World Politics, 49 (October 1996), pp. 1-30. 
 
Luebbert, Gregory, Liberalism, Fascism and Social Democracy (Oxford University 
Press, 1991) 

 
Magaloni, Beatriz, Voting for Autocracy: Hegemonic Party Survival and its Demise in Mexico. 
(Cambridge University Press, 2006). 
 
Mahoney, James and Richard Snyder, “Rethinking Agency and Structure in the Study of 
Regime Change.” Studies in Comparative International Development 34, No. 2 (1999). 
 
Mainwaring, Scott and Aníbal Pérez-Liñán. “Level of Development and Democracy: 
Latin American Exceptionalism.” Comparative Political Studies 36, no. 9 (Nov. 2003), 
pp. 1031-1067. 
 
O’Donnell, Guillermo, Modernization and Bureaucratic-authoritarianism: Studies in 
South American Politics (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973). 
 
O’Donnell, Guillermo and Philippe Schmitter, Transitions from Authoritarian Rule: Tentative 
Conclusions about Uncertain Democracies (Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986). 
 
O’Donnell, Guillermo, Philippe Schmitter, and Laurence Whitehead, eds., Transitions from 
Authoritarian Rule: Comparative Perspectives (Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986). 
 
Olson, Mancur, “Dictatorship, Democracy, and Development.” American Political 
Science Review 87: 3 (September 1993): 567-576. 
 
Przeworski, Adam, Democracy and the Market (Cambridge University Press, 1991). 
 
Rueschemeyer, Dietrich, Evelyne Huber Stephens, and John D. Stephens, Capitalist 
Development and Democracy (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992), pp. 12-78. 
 
Skocpol, Theda and Jeff Goodwin, “Explaining Revolutions in the Contemporary 
Third World,” Politics and Society 17, No. 4 (December 1989). 
 
Snyder, Richard, “Paths out of Sultanistic Regimes,” in Chehabi and Linz, eds. Sultanistic 
Regimes (Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998), pp. 49-81 
 

 26



Tilly, Charles, Contention and Democracy in Europe, 1650-2000 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2004) 
 
Tilly, Charles, Democracy (Cambridge University Press, 2007) 
 
Way, Lucan, “Authoritarian State Building and the Sources of Regime Competitiveness 
in the Fourth Wave: The Cases of Belarus, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine,” World 
Politics 57 (January 2005), 231-261. 
 
Weingast, Barry, “The Political Foundations of Democracy and the Rule of Law,” 
American Political Science Review 91: (2) June 1997, pp. 245-263. 
 
Ziblatt, Daniel, “Does Landholding Inequality Block Democratization?  A Test of the 
Bread and Democracy Thesis and the Case of Prussia,” World Politics July 2008: 
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10. March 30: Political Regimes II: Democracy and Authoritarianism in the Post-
Cold War Era 
 
**O’Donnell and Schmitter interviews in Munck and Snyder, Passion, Craft, and Method 
 
Required Reading: 
 
Huntington, Samuel P., The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century 
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991), pp. 13-108. 
 
Barbara Geddes, “What Do We Know about Democratization after Twenty Years?” 
Annual Review of Political Science 2 (1999): 115-144. 
 
Michael Ross, “Does Oil Hinder Democracy?” World Politics 53, No. 3: 325-361. 
 
Steven Levitsky and Lucan A. Way, Competitive Authoritarianism: Hybrid Regimes after the 
Cold War (Cambridge University Press, forthcoming) [excerpts from chapters 1-2] 
 
Michael McFaul. “The Fourth Wave of Democracy and Dictatorship: Noncooperative 
Transitions in the Postcommunist World.” World Politics 54, no.2 (January 2002): 212-244. 
 
Jeffrey S. Kopstein and David A. Reilly. 2000. “Geographic Diffusion and the 
Transformation of the Postcommunist World.” World Politics 53, No. 1: 1-37. 
 
Elisabeth Wood, "An Insurgent Path to Democracy: Popular Mobilization, Economic 
Interests and Regime Transition in South Africa and El Salvador.” Comparative Political 
Studies 34, No. 8 (October 2001): 862-888. 
 
Dan Slater, “Revolutions, Crackdowns, and Quiescence: Communal Elites and 
Democratic Mobilization in Southeast Asia,” American Journal of Sociology 115:1 (July 
2009). 
 
Michael Bratton and Nicolas Van de Walle, “Neopatrimonial Regimes and Political 
Transitions in Africa,” World Politics 46, No. 4 (July 1994), pp. 453-489. 
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11. April 6:  Civil Society, Contentious Politics, and Social Movements 
 
Required reading: 
 
Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups 
(Harvard University Press, 1965), pp. 1-52 
 
Sidney Tarrow, Power in Movement (Cambridge University Press, 1996), p. 9-27; 62-78. 
 
John McCarthy and Mayer Zald, “Resource Mobilization and Social Movements: a 
Partial Theory” American Journal of Sociology  82 (1977), pp. 1212-41. 
 
Herbert Kitschelt, “Political Opportunity Structures and Political Protest,” British 
Journal of Political Science, 16 (1986), pp. 57-85. 
 
Kevin O’Brien, “Rightful Resistance,” World Politics 49 (1) (1996): 31-55 
 
Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in 
International Politics (Cornell University Press, 1997), pp.1-29; 
 
Robert Putnam, Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy (Princeton 
University Press, 1993) (Chapters 3, 4, and 6), pp. 63-120; 163-185  
 
Sheri Berman, “Civil Society and the Collapse of the Weimar Republic”, World Politics 
49 (1997), pp. 401-439 
 
Robert Putnam “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital,” Journal of 
Democracy (1995) 
 
Theda Skocpol, Marshall Ganz, and Ziad Munson, “A Nation of Organizers: the 
Institutional Origins of Civic Voluntarism in the United States,” American Political 
Science Review 94 (3) (September 2000), pp. 527-546. 
 
Lily Tsai, Solidary Groups, Informal Accountability, and Local Public Goods Provision 
in Rural China", American Political Science Review 101, no.2 (May 2007), pp.355-372 
 
Additional Resources 
 
Baldez, Lisa, Why Women Protest: Women’s Movements in Chile (Cambridge University 
Press, 2002). 
 
Ruth Berins Collier and David Collier, “Inducements versus Constraints: Disaggregating 
Corporatism,” American Political Science Review 73 (December 1979). 
 
Jon Elster, The Cement of Society: A Study of Social Order (Cambridge University Press, 
1989). 
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Grzegorz Ekiert and Jan Kubik, Rebellious Civil Society (University of Michigan Press, 
1999) 
 
Grzegorz Ekiert, The State Against Society (Princeton University Press, 1996). 
 
Alberto O. Hirschman, Exit, Voice and Loyalty (Harvard University Press, 1970). 
 
Marc Morje Howard, The Weakness of Civil Society in Postcommunist Europe 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002) 
 
Craig J. Jenkins, “Resource Mobilization Theory and the Study of Social Movements,” 
Annual Review of Sociology 9 (1983), pp. 527-553. 
 
William Kornhauser, The Politics of Mass Society (New York: Free Press, 1959). 
 
Michael Lipsky, “Protest as a Political Resource,” American Political Science Review 62 
(1968), pp. 1114-1158 
 
Doug McAdam Sidney Tarrow and Charles Tilly, The Dynamics of Contention 
(Cambridge University Press, 2002). 
 
Perry, Elizabeth, Shanghai on Strike: The Politics of Chinese Labor (Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 1995) 
 
Samuel Popkin. The Rational Peasant. ( University of California Press, 1979) 
 
Kay Schlozman, Sidney Verba and Henry Brady, “Participation is Not a Paradox: The 
View From American Activists,” British Journal of Political Science, 25, (1995). 
 
Kay Schlozman, Sidney Verba, and Henry Brady, “Civic Participation and the Equality 
Problem,” in Fiorina and Skocpol, eds. Civic Engagement in American Democracy 
(Brookings Institution, 1999), pp. 427-460 
 
Philippe Schmitter, “Still the Century of Corporatism?” in Philippe Schmitter and 
Gerhard Lehmbruch (eds.), Trends Towards Corporatist Intermediation, (1979), 7-48. 

 
James Scott, The Moral Economy of the Peasant: Rebellion and Subsistence in Southeast 
Asia (Yale University Press, 1976). 
 
James Scott, “Peasant Revolution: a Dismal Science.” Comparative Politics 1977) 
 
James Scott “Hidden Forms of Resistance” in Forrest Colburn (ed) Everday Forms of 
Peasant Resistance (Armonk: ME Sharpe), pp. 3-30 
 
Tianjian Shi, Political Participation in Beijing (Harvard  University Press, 1997). 
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Sidney Tarrow, “Making Social Science Work Across Space and Time: A Critical 
Reflection on Robert Putnam’s Making Democracy Work,” American Political Science 
Review 90 (June 1996), pp. 389-397. 
 
Sidney Tarrow, The New Transnational Activism (Cambridge University Press, 2005). 
 
Charles Tilly, The Politics of Collective Violence (Cambridge University Press, 2003). 
 
Sidney Verba, Norman Nie and Jae-on Kim, Participation and Political Equality: A 
Seven Nation Comparison (1978). 
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12.  April 13: Ethnicity, Ethnic Conflict, and Political Violence 
 
**Laitin interview in Munck and Snyder, Passion, Craft, and Method  
 
Required Reading: 
 
Donald L. Horowitz, Ethnic Groups in Conflict (Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1985), pp. 3-89.   
 
Robert Bates, “Modernization, Ethnic Competition, and the Rationality of Politics in 
Contemporary Africa,” in Donald Rothchild and Victor Olorunsola, eds., State Versus 
Ethnic Claims: African Policy Dilemmas (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1983), pp.153-
167. 
 
David Laitin, “Hegemony and Religious Conflict,” in Peter B. Evans, Dietrich 
Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol, eds., Bringing the State Back In (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1985), pp. 285-316. 
 
Daniel Posner, "The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why Chewas and 
Tumbukas are Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi," American Political Science 
Review 98, No. 4 (November 2004), pp. 529-545. 
 
James Fearon and David Laitin, “Explaining Interethnic Cooperation,” American 
Political Science Review, 90, no. 4 (December 1996): 715-735. 
 
Barry Posen, “The Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict,” Survival 35, No. 1 
(Spring 1993): 27-47. 
 
James Fearon and David Laitin, “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.” American 
Political Science Review. 97(1), 2003, pp. 75-90. 
 
Ashutosh Varshney, Ethnic Conflict and Civic Life: Hindus and Muslims in India (Yale 
University Press, 2002), pp. 3-52. 
 
Steven Wilkinson, Votes and Violence (Cambridge University Press), Chapter 1 (pp. 1-18)  
 
Stathis N. Kalyvas, “Ethnic Defection in Civil War,” Comparative Political Studies, 41, 
No. 8 (August 2008): 1043-1068. 
 
Ashutosh Varshney, “Nationalism, Ethnic Conflict, and Rationality” Perspectives on 
Politics, 1(1), 2003, pp. 85-99. 
 
James Habyarimana, Macartan Humphries, Daniel N. Posner, and Jeremy M. Weinstein, 
“Why Does Ethnic Diversity Undermine Public Goods Provision?” American Political 
Science Review 101, No. 4 (2007): 709-725. 
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Lijphart, Arend, Democracy in Plural Societies: A Comparative Exploration (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1977), pp. 1-3; 16-52 [classic work on consociationalism] 
 
Additional Resources 
 
Anderson, Benedict, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of 
Nationalism, revised ed. (New York: Verso, 1991), pp. 1-46. 
 
Barth, Fredrik. 1969: Ethnic Groups and Boundaries. 
 
Beissinger, Mark, Nationalist Mobilization and the Collapse of the Soviet State 
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