9/4/13

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Mumbai Delhi Bangalore Hyderabad Chennai Ahmedabad Allahabad Aurangabad Bhubaneswar Bhopal Chandigarh Coimbatore Goa Gurgaon

Jaipur Kanpur Kolkata Kochi Kozhikode Lucknow Ludhiana Madurai Mangalore Mysore Nagpur Nashik Noida Patna Pune Raipur

Thiruvananthapuram Vadodara Varanasi Visakhapatnam

You are here: Home > Collections > Social Science

RELATED ARTICLES
Tam a good boy: Amartya Sen

February 26, 2002

Indian-origin woman named professor of economics
at Harvard
July 18, 2010

Continuous study only mantra
February 28, 2012

IN-DEPTH COVERAGE
Social Science

Amartya Sen

Economics

Real World

Harvard prof for change in system of education - Times Of India

Harvard prof for change in system of

education

Anindya Chattopadhyay, TNN Dec 17,2010, 03.56am IST

NEW DELHI: The students of Lady Shri Ram College (LSR) had a tryst with Harvard's

Rajkot

Tweet

Ranchi

Guw ahati  Hubli

Thane Surat

Recommend

economics teaching as professor Gita Gopinath visited the college for an interaction on
Thursday. A 1992-batch student of LSR, Gopinath was earlier this year named tenured

professor at Harvard University's high-brow economics department.

She became the third woman, and the first Indian after Nobel laureate Amartya Sen, to receive
the honour. Gopinath is the first Indian-origin woman professor of economics at Harvard.

Apart from elucidating on her journey to Harvard, she spoke at length on subjects ranging
from international economics to the global financial crisis — and of Greece and Ireland in
particular — to her research in international prices and exchange rates. Stating that there is a
huge gap in supply and demand of quality education at undergraduate level in India, she
stressed on the urgent need for flexibility and variety in choice of subject for undergraduate

students.

On the fact that the world has witnessed one of the worst economic crisis of all times in spite of
so many 'smart' economists in the corridors of high learning, Gopinath said that the issue can

be seen from two angles — the disconnect between the academic and real world, and

complacency.

"It was not a case of people not seeing it coming. Academics like to think in a more abstract
way. There was disconnect with the real world. It was all about micro details, which have been
missed. Secondly, there was a bit of complacency. But the strength of the mechanism is that

we have responded well."

"Economics is a social science where there is a human dimension which is why things can go

wrong often," added Gopinath.

When asked about the difference between an average undergraduate student of economics at
Harvard and in colleges such as LSR, Gopinath said that as far as raw talent is concerned there

is hardly any difference.

But it is the approach towards education which makes a difference.

"At Harvard you don't come to study any economics. In first year, one gets to study whole
bunch of subjects from science to history and then you figure out what you are good at, which
is not a bad idea. There is flexibility in classes. Here (in India) we have set classes for students
from different spectrum, whereas at Harvard if a student is good in hard mathematics he or
she can go for that class and the others can go for a different mathematics class. This is why

students there shine early enough. These are essential if India wants to transform

undergraduate studies."

The economist briefed students on how to do research. Her message to the young generation
was that "There is no easy way out. One has to work extremely hard to achieve one's dream."

FEATURED ARTICLES

articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2010-12-17/delhi/28216623_1_gita-gopinath-economics-social-science

12


http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=archivedigger&source=tbx-300&lng=en-US&s=reddit&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesofindia.indiatimes.com%2Fcity%2Fdelhi%2FHarvard-prof-for-change-in-system-of-education%2Farticleshow%2F7115006.cms%3Fintenttarget%3Dno&title=Harvard%20prof%20for%20change%20in%20system%20of%20education%20-%20Times%20Of%20India&ate=AT-archivedigger/-/-/5227a2861af3dd3b/2&frommenu=1&uid=5227a2862de9624d&ct=1&pre=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Farticles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com%2F2010-12-17%2Fdelhi%2F28216623_1_gita-gopinath-economics-social-science&text=Harvard%20prof%20for%20change%20in%20system%20of%20education%20-%20Times%20Of%20India&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesofindia.indiatimes.com%2Fcity%2Fdelhi%2FHarvard-prof-for-change-in-system-of-education%2Farticleshow%2F7115006.cms%3Fintenttarget%3Dno&via=ArchiveDigger
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesofindia.indiatimes.com%2Fcity%2Fdelhi%2FHarvard-prof-for-change-in-system-of-education%2Farticleshow%2F7115006.cms%3Fintenttarget%3Dno
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=timesofindia.indiatimes.com%252Fcity%252Fdelhi%252FHarvard-prof-for-change-in-system-of-education%252Farticleshow%252F7115006.cms%253Fintenttarget%253Dno
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=timesofindia.indiatimes.com%252Fcity%252Fdelhi%252FHarvard-prof-for-change-in-system-of-education%252Farticleshow%252F7115006.cms%253Fintenttarget%253Dno
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Greece
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Ireland
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/India
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2002-02-26/mumbai/27141460_1_sciences-scientific-status-precision
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2010-07-18/indians-abroad/28281094_1_gita-gopinath-indian-origin-woman-full-professor
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-02-28/jaipur/31107112_1_civics-social-science-economics
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/keyword/social-science
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/keyword/amartya-sen
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/keyword/economics
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/keyword/real-world
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/advancesearch.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/cityarticlelist/-2128932452.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/indiaarticlelist/-2128936835.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/worldarticlelist/296589292.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/bizarticlelist/1898055.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/techhome/5880659.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/sphome/4719148.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/articlelistls/1081479906.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/articlelistls/2886704.cms
http://idiva.com/indextoi.html
http://timesofindia.hotklix.com/
http://timesofindia.speakingtree.in/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/nrihome.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ipl/iplhome.cms
http://photogallery.indiatimes.com/
http://www.timesnow.tv/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/videos
http://timesnow.live.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/articlelist/-2128838597.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/articlelist/-2128839596.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bangalore/articlelist/-2128833038.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/articlelist/-2128816011.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/articlelist/2950623.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/articlelist/-2128821153.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/allahabad/articlelist/3947060.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/aurangabad/articlelist/17388722.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/articlelist/4118235.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhopal/articlelist/10744190.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/articlelist/-2128816762.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/articlelist/7503091.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/articlelist/3012535.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/gurgaon/articlelist/6547154.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/articlelist/4118215.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hubli/articlelist/3942695.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/indore/articlelist/9644624.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/articlelist/3012544.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/articlelist/3947067.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/articlelist/-2128830821.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/articlelist/9710057.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kozhikode/articlelist/9710567.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/articlelist/-2128819658.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ludhiana/articlelist/3947051.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/articlelist/9632514.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mangalore/articlelist/3942690.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mysore/articlelist/3942693.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/articlelist/442002.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nashik/articlelist/11459502.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/noida/articlelist/8021716.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/articlelist/-2128817995.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/pune/articlelist/-2128821991.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/raipur/articlelist/17388717.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/articlelist/3942663.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/articlelist/4118245.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/thane/articlelist/3831863.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/surat/articlelist/3942660.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/thiruvananthapuram/articlelist/878156304.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/vadodara/articlelist/3942666.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/varanasi/articlelist/3947071.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/visakhapatnam/articlelist/17388704.cms
http://www.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/keyword/social-science

9/4/13 Harvard prof for change in system of education - Times Of India

/ 5’ 14 ,5‘
o5

i S e
- fu < 1-_3""

L‘ﬁ'f

:738

3 simple exercises for a flat 7 Day flat belly diet plan 5 things to eat to lose weight
tummy

More:

5 things to eat to lose weight 5 Natural tips to prevent hair loss

20 ways to gain weight fast Work-from-home becomes popular in India
10 tips to get rid of under eye puffiness Diabetes diet for Indians

Readers' opinions (NaN)

Newest | Oldest

THE TIMES OF INDIA © 2013 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved

Index by Date | Index by Keyword
www.timesofindia.com

Advertise with us | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Feedback

articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2010-12-17/delhi/28216623_1_gita-gopinath-economics-social-science 2/2


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/keywords
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2010/dec/17
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-09/fitness/32410166_1_exercises-legs-repeat
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-09/fitness/32410166_1_exercises-legs-repeat
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-04-30/diet/30620448_1_organic-diet-lean-meat
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-04-30/diet/30620448_1_organic-diet-lean-meat
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-05/diet/37766577_1_protein-healthy-breakfast-5-things
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-05/diet/37766577_1_protein-healthy-breakfast-5-things
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-05/diet/37766577_1_protein-healthy-breakfast-5-things
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-07-29/fitness/37100787_1_weight-protein-toned-body
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-06-24/beauty/36192379_1_puffiness-eyes-cold-water
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-28/beauty/30449632_1_hair-loss-scalp-head-massage
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-05-12/work/37498690_1_home-option-microsoft-india-balance
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-07-20/diet/36616762_1_diabetes-diet-daily-diet-other-high-fiber-foods
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/opinions/7115006.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/opinions/7115006.cms?ordertype=asc
http://www.timesofindia.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/feedback.cms
http://www.indiatimes.com/policyterms/1554651.cms
http://www.indiatimes.com/policyterms/3441503.cms
http://advertise.indiatimes.com/

