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A Note about Sources 
 
N.B. For readers who’d like to read more, or who are undertaking their own research, here is a 
select bibliography of my sources for this piece. As with all the bibliographies for New Yorker 
essays that I post on my Harvard faculty website, this brief discussion mentions a good number 
of works consulted but it’s neither an exhaustive inventory of my sources nor a survey of the 
scholarship in a given field. Instead, I’ve listed works I found most useful or especially 
provocative. I have generally only included manuscripts, journal and magazine articles, and 
books; I haven’t listed interviews here at all; I’ve not included things like newspapers, 
advertisements, patents, legislation, and policy statements; and I’ve generally left out citations 
from specialized bodies of literature in fields like medicine and law. A last caveat: these brief 
bibliographies are all frozen in time: I do not update them, and they therefore don’t include 
anything written on these subjects after the date on which my essay was published. 
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Thought and Culture at the Dawn of the Atomic Age (New York: Pantheon, 1985); Eric 
Scholsser, Command and Control: Nuclear Weapons, the Damascus Accident, and the Illusion of 
Safety (New York: Penguin, 2013); and Stephen M. Younger, The Bomb: A New History (New 
York: Ecco, 2009). On scientists and nuclear weapons research, see Paul Rubinson, Redefining 
Science: Scientists, the National Security State, and Nuclear Weapons in Cold War America 
(Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts Press, 2016); Jessica Wang, “Scientists and the 
Problem of the Public in Cold War America, 1945-1960,” Osiris 17 (2002): 323-347; Wang, 
“Liberals, the Progressive Left, and the Political Economy of Postwar American science: The 
National Science Foundation Debate Revisited,” Historical Studies in the Physical and 
Biological Sciences, 26 (1995): 139-166; and, on their work in the environmental sciences, see 
Ronald E. Doel, “Constituting the Postwar Earth Sciences: The Military’s Influence on the 
Environmental Sciences in the USA after 1945,” Social Studies of Science 33(2003) 635–666. 
More broadly, see Andrew Jewett, Science, Democracy and the American University (NY: 
Cambridge University Press, 2012).  
 
On the history of the theory of nuclear winter, see Lawrence Badash, A Nuclear Winter’s Tale: 
Science and Politics in the 1980s (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2009); Matthias Dörries, “The 
Politics of Atmospheric Sciences: ‘Nuclear Winter’ and Global Climate Change,” OSIRIS 26 
(2011): 198–223; and Naomi Oreskes and Erik M. Conway, Merchants of Doubt: How a 
Handful of Scientists Obscured the Truth on Issues from Tobacco Smoke to Global Warming 
(New York: Bloomsbury, 2010).  
 
Documents chronicling some of the debate over deterrence, mutual assured destruction, 
disarmament, S.D.I. , and nuclear winter and its critics skepticism about climate change can be 
found in: Robert C. Williams and Philip L. Cantelon, eds., The American Atom: A Documentary 
History of Nuclear Policies from the Discovery of Fission to the Present, 1939-1984 



(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1984); One World or None: A Report to the 
Public on the Full Meaning of the Atomic Bomb (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1946); Herman 
Kahn, On Thermonuclear War (1960); Robert Jastrow, How to Make Nuclear Weapons Obsolete 
(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1983); and Ronald Bailey, Eco-Scam: The False Prophets 
of Ecological Collapse (New York: St. Martin’s, 1993, a Cato Institute Book). 
 
Notable new books about nuclear weapons policy include Alexandre Debs and Nuno P. 
Monteiro, Nuclear Politics: The Strategic Causes of Proliferation (New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2017); Brad Roberts, The Case for Nuclear Weapons in the Twenty-First 
Century (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2017); Todd S. Sechser and Matthew 
Fuhrman, Nuclear Weapons and Coercive Diplomacy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 
2016); Dan Zak, Almighty: Courage, Resistance, and Existential Peril in the Nuclear Age (New 
York: Blue Rider Press, 2016).  
 
 
 
 


