
RILEY K. CARNEY

1737 Cambridge St.
Cambridge, MA 20138
rcarney@g.harvard.edu

RESEARCH
INTERESTS

Political Psychology, Political Geography, Disruptive Change, Intergroup Relations, Ur-
ban Politics, Climate Politics, Race and Ethnic Politics

EDUCATION Harvard University, Cambridge, MA
Ph.D., Government, Ongoing
American Politics and Quantitative Methods

Harvard University, Cambridge, MA
A.B., Government, May 2015
Magna cum laude
High Honors in Government

UNDER REVIEW “Conservatism and Fairness in Contemporary Politics: Unpacking the Psychological Un-
derpinnings of Modern Racism” (with Ryan Enos)

WORKING
MANUSCRIPTS

“Does Awareness of Income Inequality Predict Demands for Redistribution?” (with Kris-
Stella Trump)

“What Explains Local Policy Cleavages?: Examining Policy Preferences of Public Offi-
cials at the Municipal Level” (with Peter Bucchianeri, Ryan Enos, Gabrielle Malina, and
Amy Uden)

CURRENT
PROJECTS

“Do Cities Make People More Left-Wing?: Examining the Political Effects of Urban Liv-
ing” (with Nicholas Carney)

“Climate Change and Responsiveness to Extreme Events”

FELLOWSHIPS
AND AWARDS

Early Career Scholar Travel Award 2017
International Society of Political Psychology

Graduate Conference Travel Award 2017
Institute for Quantitative Social Science (IQSS)

Graduate School Fund Fellowship 2015-2017
Harvard University

William Yandell Elliott Fellow 2015-2016
Harvard University, Department of Government

Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics Undergraduate Fellow 2014
Harvard University

GRANTS TESS: Time-sharing Experiments for the Social Sciences (with Ryan Enos) 2015

Saloma Grant for Research in Government, Harvard University ($1,500) 2014

Lester Kissel Grant in Practical Ethics, Harvard University ($3,000) 2014
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PRESENTATIONS International Society of Political Psychology Annual Meeting (2017)

NYU CESS 10th Annual Experimental Political Science Conference (2017)

American Politics Research Workshop, Harvard University (2016)

Midwest Political Science Association, Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL (2015, 2017)

RESEARCH
ASSISTANCE

Research Assistant to Ryan Enos 2013-2017

Research Assistant to Gary King and Matt Blackwell 2016

Research Assistant to Josh Kertzer and Dustin Tingley 2016

Research Assistant to Archon Fung 2013

TEACHING
EXPERIENCE

MAPS (Mentoring in American Political Studies) Mentor 2016
Center for American Politics, Harvard University

Tutor-On-Call 2015
Bureau of Study Counsel, Harvard University

Writing workshops for elementary, middle, and high school students 2009-2014

NON-ACADEMIC
EXPERIENCE

Novelist 2009-present
• Author of The Reign of the Elements series for young adults (The Fire Stone, The

Water Stone, The Wind Stone, The Immortality Scroll, The Final Alliance) pub-
lished from 2010 to 2012.

Speeches and Writing Workshops 2009-2014
• Delivered speeches to more than 15,000 students at schools, libraries, and organi-

zations across the U.S. to groups ranging in size from 40-300.

Breaking the Chain 2007-2014
• Founder and CEO of 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation for children’s literacy. Built

three schools in Africa. Provided over 25,000 new books for classrooms in low liter-
acy schools throughout the U.S.
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