
What are the Digital Humanities? "There are, broadly speaking, four expressions of digital humanities 
scholarship: research utilizing digital objects, tools, and methods; the publication of the products of that 
research; the creation, extension, and annotation of digital archives; and the development or improvement 
of digital tools. The boundaries between these are fluid; in particular, some products of digital humanities 
scholarship blur the line between archive, tool, and publication."  (Meeks and Grossner, The Journal of 
Digital Humanities: v. 3, no. 1, Summer 2012)

Tech Tools    

• Evernote
• cross-device note storage
• folders vs tagging
• photos, web clippings
• $45/yr for 1GB/mo upload

• Browser Plugins
• Evernote/Clearly
• Library Access with EZproxy in Google Chrome

• To add a plug-in to Chrome, click on the menu button in the upper right corner (the 
three horizontal lines) → Tools → Extensions.  Then click on the “search for more 
extensions” link, and once in the Chrome store, search for EZproxy.  I use the plug 
in whose icon is three circles, although I see now that there are others.  Once you 
add the extension/plug-in, it will prompt you for a code.  The code is “ezp-
prod1.hul.harvard.edu”.  Basically what will happen is, if you are looking at an 
article you found through, say, Google Scholar with limited access, when you click 
on this icon (which appears next to your search bar/menu icon at the top of the 
window, along with, say, Evernote or other Chrome plug-ins) the page will reload 
having added “ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu" to the address in the appropriate place 
and you’ll have full access to the article through Hollis.  

• OCR
• ABBYY Fine Reader: http://finereader.abbyy.com/

• Pros: Powerful, flexible OCR software, smoothly automated for high-volume and 
hands-off operations, with precision correction tools for difficult tasks. The superb 
Verification tool makes it easy to correct doubtful readings by comparing OCR text 
to the original.

• Evernote has built-in OCR, but I haven't made use of it yet
• Collective Notetaking (reviews from http://byterevel.com/2012/02/18/top-5-real-time-document-

collaboration-services/)
• TitanPad: http://titanpad.com/, http://titanpad.com/ep/pro-signup/

• Pros: easy inport/export, individual colors for users, time slider
• cons: setup for more than 8 people requires them sending you an email (check your 

spam folder!)
• Sporting the older version of Etherpad, TitanPad provides a quick and dirty way to 

edit your documents online. You can either create a public document with a click of 
a button, or sign up for a free subdomain that will let you manage your documents. 
The first method will limit you to eight contributors at any time, and the second will 
allow you an unlimited number of contributors. As far as word processing features 
go, you can make bold, italicized, underlined, or crossed out text. Furthermore, 
bullet points and indentations can be placed anywhere in the document. Because it 
can be confusing keeping track of multiple edits, the contributions of different 
people can be color coded. For ease of communication among contributors, a basic 
chat box is provided with any document. If you make a mistake or would like to see 
past revisions of a document, there is an extremely useful “Time Slider” feature that 
lets you go back to a document as it was at any point in time. Documents can be 
imported to the pad in text, HTML, Word, or RTF formats. When you are done 
editing, the document can be exported as an HTML page, a plain text document, a 
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Word file, a PDF, or an OpenDocument.
• Qikpad: http://qikpad.co.uk/

• Pros: quick and easy startup, individual colors for users, time slider
• cons: not easy to import/export PDFs and Word Docs
• QikPad boasts the latest version of Etherpad, which was remade from the ground up 

since the previous version. It is both faster and cleaner. It has the same editing 
options as TitanPad, including text effects and a Timeslider. However, it lacks some 
of the impressive importing and exporting options that TitanPad supports. A tiny 
and extremely basic chat box can be opened from the bottom right corner, allowing 
for quick communication among contributors. There are also several sharing 
features, including embedding and a read-only document page.

• Google Docs
• Store and publish files online. Great for project management because entire folders 

of files can be shared with hundreds of people. Users can edit Google Documents in 
real time with other Google Docs users.

• Online word processor PLUS: users can insert images, choose from over a dozen 
fonts, insert tables, and even make use of high level formatting; also includes a 
spreadsheet editor, a presentation creator, and a drawing application.  It isn’t nearly 
as feature-rich as Microsoft Office, but it is probably more than sufficient for basic 
document editing needs.

• Did you know?  Documents can be shared with up to 200 users, but can only be 
simultaneously edited by 50. That is a lot more than other services allow, so it is a 
good solution for large projects. When a document is being edited by more than one 
person, the names of the people editing it are shown at the top of the screen. Also, 
there is a collaborator chat window that all collaborators can see. Clicking on 
another collaborator’s name opens a private chat window. While using another 
service for communication isn’t much of a hassle, it is extremely convenient to be 
able to coordinate editing efforts with other collaborators in mere seconds.

• Zoho Writer: http://www.zoho.com/docs/
• Similar to Google Docs, Zoho offers a comprehensive suite of collaboration and 

productivity web applications. Among over a dozen other applications is a highly 
functional word processor with a friendly interface. A step up from Google Docs, it 
lets users utilize advanced formatting and text styling tools. Plus, it has an entire 
application just for managing files made in the Zoho Writer. Several other Zoho 
applications, including a spreadsheet creator and a slideshow creator, can be 
directly integrated into documents.  Several years ago, Zoho announced its new 
real-time collaboration feature. Since then, any document that is shared among 
multiple people with read and write privileges can be edited by those people 
simultaneously. A unique aspect of this is that a document that is being collaborated 
on is broken up into “blocks” that can only be edited by one person at a time. Also, 
there is a basic commenting and chatting tool for communication between 
contributors.  Once a document has been completed, it can be exported in a variety 
of formats, including Word, PDF, and HTML. Alternatively, it can be posted 
directly to a blog or emailed to a group of individuals.

• Pros: easy startup, documents can be tagged
• cons: 5GB free storage; no autosave :(

• Data Management
• Zotero: http://www.zotero.org/
• Endnote: http://endnote.com/
• Zotero vs. Endnote?

• Document Management
• Devonthink: http://www.devontechnologies.com/products/devonthink/
• Filemaker: http://www.filemaker.com/

• Cloud File Storage
• Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/
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• Google Drive: https://drive.google.com/#my-drive
• Microsoft SharePoint: http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/sharepoint/
• Personal Cloud Storage

• Teaching
• Prezi: http://prezi.com
• TimeMap: http://jsfiddle.net/allyssametzger/kJ2zd/embedded/result/
• MIT's nb

• nb is an annotation taking tool developed by the Haystack Group at CSAIL. 
Students and Faculty can use nb to annotate arbitrary PDF files online, in a 
collaborative fashion.  See http://nb.mit.edu/about/

• Try it out using their Sandbox (a bit confusing): http://nb.mit.edu/f/338?
ckey=9M1PUyu9HxBLYXSCwMWmr6mn7pMhnmpjGrjfmLQtmlzukQpcDN

• Create your own sample site to test: http://nb.mit.edu/

Digital Humanities Tools

• Transcription and Markup
• Scripto (descriptions from http://scripto.org/documentation/about/)

• Free, open source tool for enabling community transcriptions of document and 
multimedia files

• A Scripto project incorporates two principal functions: editing and transcribing.  
Scripto is useful for materials for which transcribing content is important, but 
where faithful reproduction of format or appearance of an item is not necessary. 

• Designed for institutions and organizations such as libraries and museums engaging 
in a range of large- and small-scale collaborative transcription projects as well as 
for smaller group and individual projects.

• Created for projects using any existing content management system that 
incorporates document, image, and/or multimedia files. 

• Can be used on Omeka, WordPress, and Drupal
• TPEN: http://t-pen.org/TPEN/
• FromThePage: http://fromthepage.com/

• Annotation
• Text

• A.nnotate.com: http://a.nnotate.com/
• A.nnotate lets you easily add notes and comments to PDFs and MSWord 

Docs.  It runs in most common browsers and there is no software to install 
so it is the ideal tool for helping individuals and groups manage and 
collaborate on their documents. Users do not need to install any plug-ins. 
Once you have uploaded a document you can invite any number of 
annotators to view it and add their comments - there is no extra charge for 
annotating users.

• Samples: http://a.nnotate.com/sample-pages.html
• Pliny: http://pliny.cch.kcl.ac.uk/index.html

• The Pliny project aims to promote some thinking that looks broadly at the 
provision of tools to support scholarship. One of its products is a piece of 
software, also called Pliny, which facilities note-taking and annotation -- a 
key element of Humanities research for many scholars. It attempts to go 
further than this, however, by providing a set of facilities allowing its user to 
integrate these initial notes into a representation of an evolving personal 
interpretation -- perhaps one of the key goals of scholarly research

• Pliny is and will continue to be free software, publicly available. It is open-
source; all the code written as a part of the Pliny project is freely available 
via SourceForge.

• Video: see http://learningthroughdigitalmedia.net/teaching-and-learning-with-video-
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annotations
• Advene: http://liris.cnrs.fr/advene/
• Anvil: http://www.anvil-software.de/ 

• free video annotation tool. It offers multi-layered annotation based on a 
user-defined coding scheme. During coding the user can see color-coded 
elements on multiple tracks in time-alignment. Some special features are 
cross-level links, non-temporal objects, timepoint tracks, coding agreement 
analysis and a project tool for managing whole corpora of annotation files. 
Originally developed for gesture research in 2000, ANVIL is now being 
used in many research areas including human-computer interaction, 
linguistics, ethology, anthropology, psychotherapy, embodied agents, 
computer animation and oceanography

• Youtube Annotation: http://www.youtube.com/t/annotations_about 
• Visualization

• Voyant: http://voyant-tools.org/
• Wordle: http://www.wordle.net/
• JavaScript InfoVis: http://philogb.github.io/jit/

• Timelines
• TimelineJS: http://timeline.knightlab.com/
• TimeGlider: http://timeglider.com/
• TimeRime:http://timerime.com/

Digital Humanities Projects

• Transcription and Markup
• National Archives: http://transcribe.archives.gov/
• NYPL: What's on the Menu?: http://menus.nypl.org/

• Mapping
• Orbis: http://orbis.stanford.edu/
• Hypercities: http://hypercities.com/
• Mapping Medieval Chester: http://www.medievalchester.ac.uk/index.html
• Mapping Texts: http://mappingtexts.org/

• Museums
• Check out http://si-siris.blogspot.com/2013/11/for-science-how-volunteers-can-help-

us.html
• Smithsonian - Siris: http://www.siris.si.edu/
• Peabody: http://140.247.195.10/col/default.cfm
• CHIS's online component: 

http://dssmhi1.fas.harvard.edu/emuseumdev/code/eMuseum.asp?page=collections
• Examples

• Old Bailey Proceedings
• Diderot's Encyclopedia
• Embryo Project
• Max Planck Institute
• Chymistry of Isaac Newton
• Biology of Aging
• Einstein Paper Project
• Darwin Manuscripts Project
• Philosophy Ontology Project

What's Next?

• THATcamp: http://thatcamp.org/
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• Web Presence @ Harvard
• scholar.harvard.edu
• Harvard Web Publishing, 125 Mt Auburn St, 2nd Floor
• Department site building: Learn how to build a site for your department, research project, 

or initiative on the Harvard Web Publishing Platform, powered by OpenScholar.
• Thursday, November 14, 9:30am-12:00pm
• Thursday, December 19, 9:30am-12:00pm

• Personal site building: Learn how to build an individual site for faculty, graduate 
students, and other scholarly individuals on the Harvard Web Publishing Platform, 
powered by OpenScholar.

• Tuesday, December 10, 9:30am-12:00pm
• Web writing and content strategy workshop: Learn proven strategies for creating 

engaging, well-organized web content.
• Wednesday, November 20, 9:30am-11:30am
• Wednesday, December 11, 9:30am-11:30am

• DH Working Group for 2014-15
• Follow-up meeting next semester?
• Your projects and ideas (please come back and add as ideas spring up!)


