
How should historians speak truth to power – 
and why does it matter? Why is five hundred 
years better than � ve months or � ve years 
as a planning horizon? And why is history – 
especially long-term history – so essential 
to understanding the multiple pasts which 
gave rise to our con� icted present? � e Hi� ory 
Manife� o is a call to arms to historians and 
everyone interested in the role of history in 
contemporary society. 

Jo Guldi and David Armitage 
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Leading historians David Armitage 
and Jo Guldi identify a recent shift 
back to longer-term narratives, 
following many decades of 
increasing specialisation, which 
they argue is vital for the future of 
historical scholarship and how it is 
communicated. � is provocative and 
thoughtful book makes an important 
intervention in the debate about the 
role of history and the humanities 
in a digital age. It will excite 
discussion among policymakers, 
activists and entrepreneurs as well as 
ordinary listeners, viewers, readers, 
students and teachers. 

Jo Guldi is the Hans Rothfels 
Assistant Professor of History at 
Brown University.

David Armitage is the 
Lloyd C. Blankfein Professor of 
History at Harvard University.

also available as an 
open access publication:
historymanifesto.cambridge.org

‘A very important and refreshing 
book … A must read.’ 
Thomas Piketty, Paris 
School of Economics

‘� is well written, smart, 
deeply and broadly learned 
book is a bracing challenge to 
contemporary historiography.’ 
Thomas Bender, New York 
University

‘A compelling argument for the 
relevance of history.’ 
Daniel Woolf, Queen’s 
University, Ontario

‘A rich and swashbuckling story 
of how historians are returning 
to big picture thinking.’ 
David Christian, 
Macquarie University

‘A fast-paced manifesto … will 
invite controversy and instantly 
invigorate class-room debates 
with a double shot.’ 
Ulinka Rublack, University 
of Cambridge, and editor 
of A Concise Companion 
to History

‘Nothing short of a stirring call 
to action. A welcome and timely 
intervention.’ 
DIPESH CHAKRABARTY, 
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

‘Big problems meet big data 
in this compelling case for 
long-term thinking in the 
public sphere.’ 
BETHANY NOWVISKIE, 
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

‘A ringing call not just for more 
knowledge of the past, but for 
the centrality of a broad and 
deep understanding of history to 
public knowledge itself.’ 
Craig Calhoun, London 
School of Economics and 
Political Science


