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Sharan Raj
For decades, the issue of old age poverty had
been left unaddressed for it to become a
chronic national crisis. According to Employ-
ees Provident Fund (EPF), about 13.6 million
of its members cannot afford to retire. That
figure does not include precarious workers
and agri-food producers. The rising old age
poverty can be addressed by introducing
Golden Age Pension (GAP). The society needs
to weigh the overall benefits of such social
advancement policy.

GAP Slows Down Aging Society
According to World Bank, Malaysia will

become a “super-aged society” as 20pc of the
population will be above the age of 65 years
by 2056. This megatrend is caused by rising
life expectancy microtrend coupled with de-
clining birth rate microtrend. Since the year
2013, Malaysia fertility rate had fallen below
the replacement rate of 2.0 child per women.

Young adults born after 1983 are saddled
with student loan, rising housing prices,
soaring inflation, stagnant wages and job in-
security.  This was direct impact of privatisa-
tion and liberalisation during Mahathir”s
first regime. The polices usually takes about
one generation (30 years) to impact the na-
tional fertility rate.

In Asian culture, children are expected to
provide for their financially insecure senior
citizens increasing the financial stress.
Henceforth, youths are getting married older
and bearing less children to avoid deeper fi-
nancial stress. 

The trend of childless couples is rising ex-
ponentially not purely because of choice but
because of cost. GAP will ease the financial
stress on young adults to allow fertility rates
to rise again.

GAP Speeds Up Modernisation
Senior citizens with certain obsolete

means of productions to resist new technol-
ogy. One such example is taxi driver assault-
ing and preventing e-hailing drivers. 

Meanwhile, senior citizens-owned small

business resist strategic infrastructure such
as widening of roads, realignment of rail-
ways, urban redevelopment etc. These senior
citizens resist and agitate against progress to
protect their sole “bread and butter”.

Small business and taxi drivers earn too
little to save or invest for old age, so they
work to death. The loss of existing means of
production will make their life more miser-
able. 

Henceforth, the senior citizens “stand and
fight” against modernisation which does not
benefit them because it is “do or die”. GAP
will allow senior citizens to accept progress
and speed up modernisation of Malaysia.

GAP Reduces Food Prices
Senior citizens with smallholder agricul-

ture lands and sea-fishing licences are surviv-
ing by renting out their lands and boats
respectively to young people and undocu-
mented migrants. 

The senior citizens will neither surrender
nor allow new sea-fishing boats or farming
land to protect their meagre rental income. 

The “rent-to-live” introduces new input
cost on agriculture produces increasing food
prices. GAP will dismantle the resistances to
allow lands and boats to move into the hand
of next generation without rental cost.

GAP Reduces Inequality
GAP provides income for senior citizens

in small towns and rural suburbs. This in-
creases the base disposable income in those
towns and rural areas which increase pro-
ductive spending on essentials such as foods,
groceries and home repairs. Subsequently,
creating and sustaining small business and
jobs to narrow the urban-rural inequality.

Rising labour surplus caused by rural to
urban migration coupled with absence of
collective bargaining stalls wage growth.
Henceforth, widening inequality between
labour and capital. 

GAP creates and sustains small business
and jobs in small towns and rural area to re-
duce rural to urban migration putting up-

ward pressure on the wages. Henceforth,
GAP will narrow labour-capital inequality.

GAP Reduce Homelessness & Begging
Contrary to mainstream narratives, the

old-age homelessness and begging are not
rooted in laziness. Since the 1980s, govern-
ment forced industrial workers to accept low
wages and poor working conditions to allow
Malaysia to “get rich first”. 

The low salary prevented them from sav-
ing for retirement or purchasing a home.
Meanwhile, many of the former high-risk in-
dustry workers were unable to bear children
due to pollutions and poor working condi-
tions.

These workers had sacrificed their life to
make Malaysia the 40th richest country on
Earth. Today the senior citizens are left to live
and/or beg on streets. 

Meanwhile, certain right-wing politicians
labelled the senior citizens as lazy to avoid
taking responsible. GAP will end old age
homelessness and begging for good. 

Moving Forward
There is need for different intervention

such as Golden Age Pension (GAP) to close
the income gap between working age and
death age. 

The discussed benefits of GAP onto our
society are merely to tip of the iceberg. The
federal government could introduce Golden
Age Pension which can be funded by capital
gain taxes (CGT) on the ultra-rich. 

The World Bank highlighted in its Eco-
nomic Monitor (December 2021) that
Malaysia had achieved the material condi-
tion to tax capital gains and inheritances as
form of redistributive mechanism. 

Capital gain taxes (CGT) does not impact
99pc of the population compared to regres-
sive Good & Service Tax (GST).

l Sharan Raj is a human rights activist,
environmentalist and infrastructure pol-
icy analyst.

Rising old age poverty in Malaysia

Musa’s POIC
vision finally
bearing fruit

Datuk John Lo

Musa had a brilliant vision for POIC
when he launched it in 2005. POIC
was destined to cater for the down-

stream industry for the rapidly growing oil
palm plantations in the East Coast where
most of Sabah”s oil palm plantations are lo-
cated. He has provided POIC with a total of
5,000 acres as he was also eyeing the vast
area of Kalimantan that was being devel-
oped with large scale oil palm. He was right. 

Today, Kalimantan has achieved planting
of at least 13 million hectares in 202o. More
hectares coming! To put Musa”s vision in
today”s context, Sabah has 1.7 million
hectares and Malaysia has a total of 5.87m
hectares. 

Kalimantan by itself has more than dou-
bled Malaysia”s acreage. No doubt, tripling
is only in a matter of a few
years, considering there is
insufficient cooking oil
supply in Indonesia even
now.

Musa has also commis-
sioned two other crucial
facilities [a] The construc-
tion of a deep-water port
of 20-meter draught
which is the only one in
Sabah and Borneo.
Today”s ULCV [Ultra Large
Container Vehicles] with
capacity of more than
20,000 or more contain-
ers, will have no problem berthing in POIC.
[b] Musa has also completed the container
facilities in 2018. 

POIC port is a very important, but grossly
under-utilised asset.

Kalimantan”s only deep-water port is Ki-
jing in West Kalimantan, facing the South
China Sea. POIC is just a “stone throw” from
East Kalimantan where development is
gathering speedy momentum. Kijing”s
draught is only 12m to 15m. POIC”s is 20m.

https://www.portcalls.com/indonesia-
plans-port-kalimantan-serve-large-ships/

The potential of POIC, given the right
policies and approach, can be tremendous
and can live up to Musa”s full vision. 

Opportune time to develop POIC in a
big way.

All the stars are coming together for a
major expansion of POIC. 

[a] Musa has prepared the infrastruc-
tures. 

[b] Major developments are already un-
derway in East and North Kalimantan and
Indonesia”s new capital will generate big
waves for this part of the world.

[c] Very significantly, Yong Teck Lee has
started the ball rolling by gaining the sup-
port/participation of China Construction
Bank Corporation Labuan (CCBL) in Kuala
Lumpur on April 8 for the development of
POIC. This collaboration with CCBL will
open many doors in China if Sabah can pro-
duce an attractive win-win package for the
POIC expansion. This is a major break-
through.

[d] Overriding importance is Hajiji”s
open approach and investor friendly poli-
cies which have already attracted RM20 bil-
lion in the first quarter of 2022 alone! More
can be expected.

A combination of FREE TRADE ZONE,
deep-water port, 5,000 acres of industrial
park is rare asset. Exploit its potentials.

https://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news/
190456/poic-sees-advantages-in-link-up-
with-china-s-mega-bank/

Think “BIG” for POIC.
Thanks to Yong Teck Lee”s proactiveness,

CCBL”s support for POIC is a clear message
which Sabah must read, ponder and act.

Yes. Sabah must think big on POIC. A few
investors have already signed MoUs to in-
vest big bucks in Sabah. Why Not? Like I
have said, all the stars are shining for POIC.
The critical missing jigsaw puzzle piece is
the FREE TRADE ZONE from the federal gov-
ernment which Sabah is more than entitled.
With this in place Sabah can do big things
with POIC”s 5,000 acres because:

[a] Indonesia is developing Kalimantan
in a big way. Its new capital called Nasantara
is being relocated to Kalimantan. 

[b] Besides the new capital, Indonesia is
pushing major developments in Kaliman-
tan like pan Kalimantan highway, oil palm
and down-stream, exploitation of minerals,
food production, tourism.

[c] Indonesia is fast becoming an eco-
nomic power house. Its economy will sur-
pass Germany and UK by 2030. Much of this
expansion will happen in Kalimantan be-
cause it has the natural resources and space
to fuel Indonesian economic expansion. 

https://www.cnbc.com/id/49069336
[d] A major Chinese company has al-

ready signed MoU to convert CPO into avia-
tion fuel and green energy. POIC, being in
close proximity to Sabah”s centre in oil
palm and Kalimantan”s 13 million hectares
and FREE TRADE ZONE status, will be a very
attractive and natural destination for more
such investments.

[e] CPO and its derivatives can be used
for the manufacture of hundreds of prod-

ucts, spawning numerous business oppor-
tunities. 

[f] As a FREE TRADE ZONE, POIC can be-
come a major entrepôt covering Kaliman-
tan and, Southern Philippines and beyond.

[g] Sabah should leverage her geopoliti-
cal location in the South China Sea and
proximity to China, Kalimantan and South-
ern Philippines.

[h] UN has alerted the world to a loom-
ing major food crisis. Sabah can certainly
grow more food to feed ourselves and for
export. POIC with its deep-water port can be
a regional food processing and export cen-
tre.

A well thought out POIC development
model can be the growth engine for the all
of Sabah”s East Coast.

FREE TRADE ZONE for POIC.
While big $ are being

splashed like no tomor-
row in W Malaysia, the
federal government has
rejected Sabah”s request
for funds to construct a
CIQ complex in Serudong,
Tawau, citing lack of
money. Sabah”s request
has been flushed out of
the window just like that.
This would have helped
Sabah to develop a flour-
ishing border commercial
town. What a led down.
Let”s not depend on the

federal government. Sabah can transform
POIC into a major development cluster. All
that is needed from the federal government
is fairness. In all fairness, the federal govern-
ment should and must grant FREE TRADE
ZONE status to POIC. Sabah is entitled to at
least one. After all, it has already given many
in W Malaysia. [a] The Bayan Lepas Free In-
dustrial Zone for high-tech firms, [b] The
Pasir Gudang Free Industrial Zone for ship-
building and heavy industry activities. [c]
The Port of Tanjung Pelepas (PTP) Free
Zone. [d] The Port Klang Free Zone for port
and shipping activities. [e] The Digital FREE
TRADE ZONE.

The federal government must justify,
Sabah cannot accept a brush off, if it refuses
to give Sabah a FREE TRADE ZONE. The fed-
eral government, if it cannot afford funds
for Sabah for a simple CIQ, should give POIC
the FREE TRADE ZONE for Sabah to self-de-
velop. Rejecting Sabah the FREE TRADE
ZONE is bad intention, wanting to restraint,
to deprive Sabah of our rights to develop-
ment, to prosper.

https://www.bernama.com/en/news.php
?id=2066893

Of course, it can be done!
Only the pessimists think otherwise.

Sabah can”t afford to give in to such pes-
simists for they will leave us mired in
poverty forever. The world belongs to those
with faith in themselves. We can overcome
these challenges.

Challenge No. 1.
FREE TRADE ZONE from the Federal Gov-

ernment.
Other states have got it. No reason for

Sabah not to get it. Why discriminate
against Sabah. After all, the federal govern-
ment will get more economic benefits than
Sabah from a FREE TRADE ZONE. The tip-
ping point is for ALL Sabah political leaders
to unite, fight for the FREE TRADE ZONE sta-
tus. If Sabah leaders can”t unite to get it
while other states can, something is seri-
ously wrong with them. Political unity is key.

Challenge No. 2. Funding. 
Fear of lack of fund is a myth for those

who seek excuse for not doing anything.
Yong Teck Lee has made the initial all-impor-
tant connection with the China Construc-
tion Bank which is one of the 4 largest
state-owned banks of China. Though not a
walk in the park, CCBL can help in sourcing
funding for the development of POIC pro-
vided Sabah can produce a sensible/logical
plan in the context of Hajiji”s policies frame
work.

Challenge No. 3. Investors.
POIC will need a major partner investor

to develop POIC into a full fledge industrial
destination. Good example is the successful
MCKIP [Malaysia China Kuantan Industrial
Park] which was launched in 2013 and MC
Kuantan Port which has only 11m draught
compared to POIC”s 20m. 

POIC has better attributes than Kuantan
in term of infrastructure and raw material
supply beside being nearer to China.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19x5
MpylfGQ

Challenge No. 4. With many requisites
to attract investments already in place, es-
pecially Hajiji”s investor-friendly policies,
POIC should be able to get a developer/part-
ner for the development of POIC”s remain-
ing 5000 acres, albeit developing it in
sensible phases. All that it needs is for POIC
to produce a conducive business model that
is beneficial for all stakeholders on the basis
of strategic partnerships. This Yong Teck Lee
and his team can do in the context of Ha-
jiji”s investor friendly policy which has al-
ready attracted so much success.

The NCA’s important lessons
Chun Sheng Goh
The Paris Climate Agreement has driven
countries scrambling to reduce and offset
their greenhouse gas emissions. “Carbon
markets” are created by capping the overall
emission of a country, forcing the emitters to
either reduce their carbon emissions or pur-
chase “carbon credits”, such as from conser-
vation projects, to compensate for their
emissions. 

Such mechanisms allow emitters to
achieve their emission-reduction targets
through developing “green”projects any-
where in the world, especially in developing
countries. There are two types of carbon mar-
kets. One is voluntary markets that operate
on a voluntary basis and functions outside of
compliance markets. 

In recent years, the voluntary carbon mar-
ket has grown significantly. Forest carbon
projects are arguably one of the most impor-
tant nature-based climate solutions, with the
demand for nature-based carbon credits po-
tentially outpacing their supply.

Another compliance market is created by
jurisdictions around the world to fulfil their
Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs) in emission reduction. The EU-ETS is
the world”s largest compliance market to
date. New opportunities may arise from the
new Article 6 of the Paris Agreement pub-
lished in 2021, allowing the compliance mar-
kets to cover also forest carbon credits which
were previously not accepted.

Likely, demand for forest carbon credits
will continue to grow in response to the ex-
pansion of both compliance and voluntary
markets Malaysia has attracted attention for
its “investible carbon” kept in its forests, with
a sequestration rate of about 32 - 75 million
tons of CO2, making it the fifth on the list
among the tropical countries according to a
recent study at NUS.

Following this trend, a number of forest
carbon projects have been proposed in the
country. Some of these are championed by
the state governments – the jurisdictions that
have full authority over forest and land mat-
ters in Malaysia. 

The most recent large-scale proposal is
the Nature Conservation Agreement (NCA)
in Sabah which has been widely reported by
both local and international media.

However, it became famous for the wrong
reasons – the feasibility and sustainability of
the project were closely questioned by the
stakeholders and observers, triggering con-
siderable doubts over the deployment of
such projects. Given the increasing interest
in forest carbon in the country, the case of
NCA has provided some important lessons
for the future development of forest carbon
projects in Sabah and Malaysia.

First, transparency is the basic tenet of any

forest carbon project. The lack of trans-
parency in the NCA has created unwanted
panic among local communities. There is a
fear that they may lose access to the forest or
even their rights to land. This is also the main
reason why the project has sparked a fierce
public debate, reliving the past experience
with highly opaque large-scale land- based
projects. As such, trust-building should be
prioritised in forest carbon projects, partic-
ularly those in landscapes with indigenous
communities.

Second, the stakeholders must be ade-
quately informed about the concept of “ad-
ditionality” under the Paris Agreement. It
dictates that additional emission reductions
or removals “are additional to any that
would otherwise occur”. 

However, additionality highly depends
on counterfactuals - emissions or reduction
in emissions “that would otherwise occur”.
For example, carbon sequestrated by forests
that are already protected, such as those cov-
ered in the NCA, normally does not have “ad-
ditionality”, unless there is convincing
evidence demonstrating that the forests are
under immediate threat. Contrarily, addi-
tionality can be granted to forest restoration
projects that only occurred due to human in-
terventions. Addressing this issue requires
carefully constructed and rigorously tested
predictive models to quantify additionality
of a forest carbon project based on historical
trends and field evidence.

Third, as forest carbon projects involve
forest-dwelling communities as well as other
land users, they will be faced with problems
related to social equity. The key question
would be who has the right to benefit from
the “sales of carbon”. In the case of the NCA,
the broker, Hoch Standard, will receive 30pc
of the revenues from the project, while the
remaining 70pc is earmarked for restoration.
It would be important to clarify how a proj-
ect like this can contribute to the “economic
development for people living in and around
the forests”. Involving the key stakeholders in
co- designing the scheme will be necessary to
address the issue of fairness and justice.

Fourth, carbon sovereignty remains a
tricky issue to navigate for forest carbon de-
velopers. In the case of Malaysia, the thirteen
states retain full jurisdiction over land-use
matters and policies. While the Federal Gov-
ernment has committed to emission reduc-
tion targets for land use, land-use change,
and forest (LULUCF) in its Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions (NDCs) required by the
Paris Agreement, the emergence of the
global market for forest carbon credits has
invoked concerns over the obligation of the
states. There are possibilities that the states
may initiate or approve forest carbon proj-
ects, bypassing the federal government, and

sell the mitigation outcomes from LULUCF in
the form of carbon credits in global markets,
instead of having them counted towards
Malaysia”s NDCs. The federal minister”s ig-
norance about the NCA in Sabah justifies the
need to commence state-federal discussions
on issues related to carbon sovereignty as
soon as possible.

Fifth, the complementarity of forest car-
bon projects with other conservation proj-
ects may need to be carefully thought
through. A very narrow focus on carbon may
risk displacing other conservation efforts,
such as biodiversity protection, as a high-car-
bon area may have low biodiversity, and vice
versa. One must be careful with the idea of
maximising profits from carbon stock accu-
mulation. Instead of focusing on a universal
carbon pricing system, a holistic financing
mechanism that covers multiple ecosystem
services, climate, biodiversity, and liveli-
hoods, such as the “payment for ecosystem
service outcomes” may be a more practical
avenue to finance forest protection.

Sabah is an interesting case to explore fi-
nancing mechanisms for conservation, de-
spite the recent controversial NCA, due to its
advancement in adopting a “jurisdictional
approach” (JA).

To ensure the sustainability of its oil palm
sector, the state has committed to develop-
ing an official platform to align all stake-
holders” activities in conservation and
development in the land-based sectors. The
platform also naturally serves as a founda-
tion for developing state-wide forest carbon
projects as it cuts across all the land-use sec-
tors. Importantly, the JA may fit into the “co-
operative approach” stipulated in the Paris
Agreement – jurisdictions may directly trans-
fer the emission reductions from forest car-
bon projects from one to another and
counted toward the receivers” NDCs.  Devel-
oping feasible and sustainable forest carbon
projects in Malaysia will still be a daunting
task, but it is worth exploring as a means to
finance conservation in places like Sabah.

l Dr. Goh Chun Sheng is currently the
Programme Leader for Master in Sustain-
able Development Management at Jeffrey
Sachs Center, Sunway University. He is
also an Associate of the Harvard Univer-
sity Asia Center. Chun Sheng”s research
interests lie within the intersection of bio-
economy development and environmen-
tal restoration, with a special focus on
both Malaysian and Indonesian Borneo.
The most recent work by Chun Sheng is
a monograph on Borneo, namely “Trans-
forming Borneo: From Land Exploitation
to Sustainable Development”, which will
be published in late 2022.
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US frowns on Indonesia’s invite to Putin
JAKARTA: Indonesia faced down US oppo-
sition and invited Russian President
Vladimir Putin to the G20 summit in No-
vember, as well as Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky, its leader said Fri-
day.

Jakarta, which holds the G20 presi-
dency this year, has been under heavy
pressure from the West, led by the United
States, to exclude Russia following its inva-
sion of Ukraine, but it has argued it must
remain “impartial”.

“I have invited President Zelensky to at-
tend the G20 summit,” said President Joko
Widodo (pic), suggesting a compromise
had been reached following pressure from
US President Joe Biden and others to allow
Ukraine’s participation to strike a balance.

Putin confirmed in a phone call with
Widodo that he will attend the summit, to
take place on Bali island, the Indonesian
leader said in a livestreamed address.

Russia is a G20 member, while Ukraine
is not.

Biden’s administration made clear its
view on Putin’s invitation Friday.

“The President has expressed publicly
his opposition to President Putin attend-
ing the G20. We have welcomed the
Ukrainians attending,” Biden Press Secre-
tary Jen Psaki said in Washington.  

“We have conveyed our view that we
don’t think (Russia) should be a part of it

publicly and privately,” she told re-
porters, adding that Washington under-
stood the invite was issued “before the
invasion.”

“The United States continues to believe
that it can’t be business as usual with re-
gards to Russia’s participation with the in-
ternational community or international
institutions,” State Department deputy
spokesperson Jalina Porter told reporters
when asked about the invitation.

She did not comment on whether the
United States would still attend.

Zelensky had announced in a tweet that

he was invited to the summit by Indonesia
on Wednesday, following a call with
Widodo.

Widodo met with the Russian president
on Thursday, saying, “Putin thanked In-
donesia for the invitation to the G20 sum-
mit and said he would attend.”

During the conversation, Putin wished
Indonesia’s G20 presidency “success”,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told re-
porters. 

But “for the time being, it is premature
to communicate the modalities of Russian
participation”, he said, leaving the format

of Moscow’s participation in doubt.
The West has attempted to diplomati-

cally isolate Russia since the beginning of
its military offensive in February. 

A meeting of G20 finance ministers in
April in Washington illustrated the deep
divisions in the group of the world’s major
economies, with the US and several allies
boycotting talks to protest Russian partic-
ipation. 

But Indonesia, like most major emerg-
ing economies, has tried to maintain a
neutral position. 

Widodo said on Friday that Indonesia
would not send weapons to Ukraine in re-
sponse to a request from Zelensky, instead
offering humanitarian aid. 

The war in Ukraine was again a major
talking point on Friday when Widodo
spoke with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida. 

The Indonesian president called for an
immediate end to hostilities and stressed
the need for a “peaceful solution”.

Kishida agreed that the violence must
end but used stronger language to de-
scribe the conflict. 

“An infringement on sovereignty and
territorial integrity through the use of
force and intimidation, as well as an at-
tempt to unilaterally change the status
quo by force, are unacceptable in any re-
gion,” he said. – AFP

Migrant workers 
in S’pore decide 
against returning 

RIAU ISLANDS: Some Indonesian Migrant
Workers (PMI) in Singapore have canceled
their plans to return home due to con-
cerns over the reinstatement of the re-
quirement for electronic foreign migrant
worker cards (e-KTKLN) for leaving the
country (pic).

“There are so many who have with-
drawn their intention to go home for fear
that if they go home, they cannot return
because they do not bring e-KTKLN as the
requirement,” Yulia, a PMI who has worked
in Singapore for 14 years, said.

Many migrant workers with work per-
mits in Singapore do not have e-KTKLNs
because it is an old rule, she added.

Law 18 of 2017 on PMI Protection no
longer mandates identity cards such as e-
KTKLNs, but the government is still enforc-
ing it by referring to Law 39 of 2004, which
is no longer valid, she pointed out.

PMI in Singapore also face difficulty
making e-KTKLNs because they can only
be issued in Indonesia after the workers’
employment contract is verified by the In-
donesian Embassy.

However, during the pandemic, this
verification service was halted by the In-
donesian Embassy. It had not been re-
opened until the end of March.

Yulia, who is a part of the regulation
and case review team at Suara Kita, a PMI
community in Singapore, said PMIs are
worried about becoming mafia victims
when they want to return to Singapore be-
cause they cannot furnish e-KTKLNs. – An-
tara News.

Command post 
to monitor 

Eid situation
JAKARTA: The Ministry of Home Affairs has
formed a special command post team to
monitor the Eid al-Fitr holiday situation
this year.

“The command post team is tasked to
virtually coordinate with the command
posts owned by regional governments and
relevant ministries and institutions,” Sec-
retary General of the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs Suhajar Diantoro informed in a
statement released here on Friday.

The team has also been tasked with co-
ordinating with the Indonesian Military
(TNI) and the National Police (Polri) to ob-
tain information regarding the Eid holi-
day situation, he said.

There are several aspects that the team
will look into, namely monitoring and
gathering information related to the im-
plementation of the micro-level public
activity restrictions (PPKM), logistics
needs, and the availability of fuel,
Diantoro said.

The team will also monitor health
posts, the readiness of transportation fa-
cilities and infrastructure; tranquility, se-
curity, public order, and community
protection (trantibumlinmas); inflation
control; electricity supply; and telecom-
munications network readiness. The team
will be in place until May 9, 2022.

Those issues should be the concern of
the command post team, whose members
comprise several officials from the Min-
istry of Home Affairs, Diantoro stressed. –
Antara

Japan welcome in 
marine, fisheries

JAKARTA:  President Joko Widodo
(Jokowi) welcomed the participation of
Japan in the development of the marine
and fisheries sector in several regions of
Indonesia.

He conveyed this while issuing a press
statement with Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida at the Presidential Palace,
Bogor, West Java.

“In the marine and fisheries sector, I
welcome the participation of Japan in the
development of marine and fisheries cen-
ters in Natuna and Biak that have been
completed,” he said.  – Antara News

Boy, 7, dies after 
father smashes him 

into pavement
A SEVEN-YEAR-OLD boy died after he was
beaten up and smashed into a pavement
by his father in Rodriguez, Rizal on
Wednesday.

His neighbours brought the boy to a
clinic then later transferred to a hospital,
where he died while being treated.

Eraño Veraces, who was caught on
video naked while beating up the boy,
died in police custody on Thursday.

Police said Veraces repeatedly slammed
his head against the wall in his cell at the
police station.

“That was after the inquest proceeding
at about 11 a.m. of April 28. Said PUPC (per-
son under police custody) became de-
pressed... and started to (hit) his head
against the wall. His fellow PUPC tried to
calm the victim,” the police report read.

Veraces reportedly lost consciousness
and was brought to the Casimiro Ynares
Hospital, where he was declared dead on
arrival. – PhilStar

Hottest day in 
Metro at 35.9º C

TEMPERATURES in Metro Manila rose this
week to the hottest for the year, reaching
as high as 35.9 degrees Celsius at Port Area
in Manila last Thursday.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophys-
ical and Astronomical Services Adminis-
tration (PAGASA) recorded a previous
high of 35.7 degrees Celsius at the Ninoy
Aquino International Airport (NAIA) in
Pasay City last Sunday and a peak of 34.8
degrees Celsius at the Quezon City Science
Garden also on Thursday.

To date, the hottest temperature
recorded for Metro Manila was 38 degrees
Celsius also at Port Area on April 30, 1915
and at Quezon City Science Garden on
April 25, 1998.?For 2022, the highest tem-
perature outside Metro Manila hit 37.5 de-
grees Celsius in San Jose, Occidental
Mindoro last April 21.

Meanwhile, the highest temperature
ever recorded in the country was 42.2 de-
grees Celsius in Tuguegarao, Cagayan
province on April 22, 1912.

The state weather bureau said these are
actual temperature readings different
from the heat index or the combined ef-
fect felt by the body from the actual tem-
perature and accompanying humidity.
PhilStar

11 million Pinoys
jobless in Dec 2021

AT least 24.7% of the adult labor force were
unemployed in December 2021, according
to the national Social Weather Stations
(SWS) survey. This translates to 11 million
Filipinos without jobs, the survey added.

The December 2021 results showed a
slight dip compared to the 24.8% unem-
ployed in the SWS September 2021 survey.

Conducted from December 12 to 16,
2021, the fourth quarter survey was partic-
ipated in by 1,440 adults using face-to-face
interviews. It has sampling error margins
of ±2.6% for national percentages and
±5.2% for Balance Luzon, Metro Manila, the
Visayas, and Mindanao.

SWS defines the labor force as adults
(18 years and above) presently with a job
plus those looking for a job. The Labor
Force Participation Rate is the proportion
of adults in the labor force.

The December 2021 survey found the
Labor Force Participation Rate at 62.8%, or
an estimated 44.5 million. It was 68.0%, or
an estimated 48.2 million, in September
2021. – GMA News

Ex-President Arroyo endorses Bongbong-Sara
MANILA, Philippines: Former President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo (pic) on Friday
led local Pampanga officials in endorsing
the “UniTeam” of presidential bet Ferdi-
nand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. and vice
presidential candidate Sara Duterte-Car-
pio during a grand rally in San Fernando
City.

In a rally where thousands of support-
ers attended, local government officials,
particularly Pampanga Governor Dennis
Pineda and his wife Vice Governor Lilia
Pineda, were present.

Also in attendance were the 11 UniTeam
senatorial candidates Herbert Bautista,
Sen. Sherwin Gatchalian, Antique Rep.
Loren Legarda, Sen. Migz Zubiri, Gibo
Teodoro, Harry Roque, Larry Gadon, Jing-
goy Estrada, Gringo Honasan, Mark Villar,

and Robin Padilla.
Lawmaker Rodante Marcoleta, who had

withdrawn his senatorial candidacy for his
weak showing in pre-election surveys, also
attended.

In his speech, Marcos again brought up
his repeated about unity solving the na-

tion’s problems.
He  called for the rehabilitation of the

country’s economy and the improvement
of its agricultural sector.

Duterte-Carpio, meanwhile, called for
the continuance of her father President
Rodrigo Duterte’s “Build, Build, Build” in-
frastructure program.

Arroyo, who is a Lakas-CMD partymate
of Sara Duterte, called Marcos Jr. the “next
President of the Philippines.”

Earlier this month, one of Marcos’ elec-
tion rivals Vice President Leni Robredo
held a grand rally at the same location.

It was estimated more than 200,000 in-
dividuals attended the event.

Pampanga is one of the country’s most
vote-rich provinces, with a voter popula-
tion of 1,580,473. – ABS-CBN News

No indication 
of lockdown after 

Eleksyon 2022
HEALTH Secretary Francisco Duque III on
Saturday said there is no indication that
there will be a lockdown after Eleksyon
2022 due to a possible rise in the number
of Covid-19 cases.

“As of now, there is no indication that
there will be a lockdown after the polls, “
Dugue said.

Duque said if needed, there will only be
granular lockdowns and not widespread
lockdown.

“If we will have lockdown, it will only be
granular. We’re done with widespread
lockdown,” he said.

“The increases in cases are not signifi-
cant, although we should not be putting
our guards down,” National Vaccination
Operations Center (NVOC) chairperson
and Health Undersecretary Dr. Myrna Cab-
otaje meanwhile said at the Laging Handa
briefing on Saturday.

She echoed Duque in saying only granu-
lar lockdowns will be implemented if there
will be a Covid-19  surge after Eleksyon 2022.
The Philippines may experience another
surge in Covid-19 infections by mid-May,
with Metro Manila possibly recording as
many as almost half a million active cases if
minimum public health standards (MPHS)
are ignored, the Department of Health
(DOH) earlier warned. – GMA News

Duterte to lead 120th

Labor Day celebration 
PRESIDENT DUTERTE will lead today’s
120th Labor Day celebration in Pampanga,
highlighted by the opening of the coun-
try’s first Overseas Filipino Worker (OFW)
Hospital in the City of San Fernando.

The Department of Labor (DOLE) said it
would be the last time for Duterte to lead the
May 1 event, since his term ends on June 30.

Labor Undersecretary Benjo Santos Be-
navidez had announced that the govern-
ment will hold job and business fairs in 26
sites nationwide, but the main event is the
OFW Hospital’s inauguration.

“In the afternoon, to cap the celebra-
tion, we will have an inspection of the
OFW Hospital that will be done in San Fer-
nando, Pampanga, where our main guest
is our President,” Benavidez said.

He also mentioned the Job Summit of
the National Employment Recovery Strat-
egy (NERS) task force as one of the high-
lights of this year’s celebration.

Malacañang welcomed the latest Social
Weather Stations (SWS) survey which
showed a decline in adult joblessness.

The main job fair site on May 1 is at the
Kingsborough International Convention
Center in San Fernando, Pampanga, where
over 10,000 jobs will be offered by 90 em-
ployers. – Philstar

Ex-rebels pledge 
allegiance to gov’t

AURORA: Fifty-five former members of
the communist terrorist groups (CTGs)
have withdrawn their support for the
communist movement and pledged their
allegiance to the national government.

The withdrawal of support was made
after the Regional Task Force to End Local
Communist Armed Conflict (RTF-ELCAC)
Region 3 Situational Awareness and
Knowledge Management (SAKM) con-
ducted a local peace and community
consultation in Barangay Marikit, Casig-
uran town, this province Friday.

During the event, the CTGs, composed
of 30 former members of the New Peo-
ple’s Army (NPA) and 25 former members
of the Militia ng Bayan, burned the com-
munist flag as proof of their sincerity to
the government.

The community consultation meet-
ing, with former rebels, their mass base
supporters, military and police person-
nel, and representatives from concerned
government agencies, aims to orient and
increase awareness of Executive Order
No. 70 signed by President Rodrigo
Duterte, which institutionalizes a
“whole-of-nation approach” in attaining
inclusive and sustainable peace.

Maria Luisa F. De Guzman, regional di-
rector of the National Intelligence Coor-
dinating Agency (NICA), thanked the
former rebels as well as the residents con-
demning the CTGs and helping them to
attain inclusive peace and development
in Aurora.

“This is a result of our community con-
sultation in promoting peace and stabil-
ity in the province. This is part of our

campaign against insurgency, together
with the help of the Army’s 91st Infantry
‘Sinagtala’ Battalion, Aurora Police
Provincial Office, and other concerned
agencies. I thank all of you for helping
the government in its fight against ter-
rorism,” she said.

De Guzman urged the participants to
form an organization to easily get assis-
tance from the government.

“We will help you and address your
needs. We urged you to organize and
mobilize. Rest assured that the govern-
ment will do its part to bring financial
assistance and livelihood so that no one
will come back with the CTGs,” she
added.

The CPP-NPA is listed as a terrorist or-
ganization by the United States, the Eu-
ropean Union, the United Kingdom,
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and the
Philippines.

The National Democratic Front (NDF)
has been formally designated as a terror-
ist organization by the Anti-Terrorism
Council on June 23, 2021, citing it as “an
integral and inseparable part” of the CPP-
NPA created in April 1973. – PNA

A former member of the communist 
terrorist group signs a commitment 

of support to the government’s 
peace efforts.

Governors vow 1mil votes for Marcos
THE governors of Cavite and Laguna
have vowed to give presidential candi-
date Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr.
landslide victory in their respective
vote-rich provinces in the May 9 elec-
tions.

Cavite Gov. Jonvic Remulla and Laguna
Gov. Ramil Hernandez made the commit-
ment as they met Marcos in the BBM cam-
paign headquarters in Mandaluyong City
on Thursday night, April 28.

“Based on our projections he (Marcos)
will get 1.2 million votes sa Cavite. As per
our latest survey dated April 24,” Remulla
said.

The governor estimated that Marcos’
rival candidate, Vice President Leni Ro-
bredo, will only get up to 400,000 votes
in their province based on the same sur-
vey.

“Im 99% sure na ganun ang mangya-
yari,” Remulla said.

Hernandez, meanwhile, predicted that
Marcos will get at least 60% of the Laguna
voting population in the upcoming elec-
tions.

“In my calculations, BBM will get more
or less 60% of the votes from Laguna. I have
regular survey where he’s getting 57 to 61
percent,” he said. – PhilStar 

Guidelines for sustainable cold chain industry
THE Board of Investments (BOI), Environ-
mental Management Bureau (EMB), En-
ergy Utilization Management Bureau
(EUMB), and the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO) have
partnered to create guidelines that would
make the local cold chain industry sustain-
able and energy-efficient.

The guidelines on Minimum Energy
Performance (MEP) aim to promote energy
savings at the industry level while develop-
ing the cold chain industry in the country.

BOI Governor Marjorie Ramos-
Samaniego said the MEP will help the cold
chain industry lessen its environmental
footprint. – PNA


