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Undergraduate Studies: 
 B.A., Honors, Economics, Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México, 2017 

B.A., Honors, Political Science, Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México, 2017 
 
Graduate Studies: 
 Harvard University, 2017 to present 
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 References: 
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Teaching and Research Fields: 
 Primary fields: Development Economics, Political Economy 
  
Teaching Experience: 
 Fall 2020 & 2021 API 205: Politics and Policies: What Can Data Tell Us? 

TF for Deborah Hughes-Hallett 
 Spring 2020 & 2021 ECON 50: Using Big Data to Solve Economic and Social Problems 

TF for Raj Chetty and Gregory Bruich 
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 Fall 2019 DEV 309: Development Policy Strategy 

TF for Ricardo Hausmann and Miguel Ángel Santos 
  
Research Experience and Other Employment: 
 2015-2017 Center for Economic Research, ITAM, Mexico, Research Assistant for 

Emilio Gutiérrez and Alberto Simpser 
   
Selected Presentations: 
 2022 ITAM, NEWEPS (Yale), APSA, XIII TWEC (Bocconi),  

ESOC (UC Berkeley), LACEA-LAMES, NEUDC (Yale) 
 2021 APSA, EGAP 
 2020 WZB, Harvard-MIT, APSA 
  
Affiliations: 
 2022-Present Center for International Development (CID) 
 2020-Present Evidence for Policy Design (EPoD) 
 2020-Present The Institute for Quantitative Social Science (IQSS) 
 2018-2019 Weatherhead Center for International Affairs 
 
Honors, Scholarships, and Fellowships: 
 2017-Present Graduate Student Fellowship, Harvard University-FMH 
  2022 GSAS Professional Development Fund 
 2020 & 2021 Certificate of Excellence in Teaching, HKS and GSAS-Harvard College 
 2021 IQSS Research Grant 
 2018 & 2019 DRCLAS Summer Research Travel Grant 
 2018 WCFIA Pre-dissertation Grant 
 2018 Ex ITAM Research Prize 
 
 
 
Job Market Paper: 
 
Democracy under assault: Electoral reform and political violence 
 
When do criminal organizations use violence to influence political outcomes? Using an asymmetric 
information model, I show that criminal groups use violence when other channels of influence, namely 
bribes, are no longer available to them. I test the model predictions in the context of an electoral reform in 
Mexico that increased politicians' cost of accepting bribes. I use confidential administrative reports of 
suspicious financial transactions in retail banking to measure bribes and an original dataset of attacks on 
politicians to measure violence. Results from a difference-in-differences design indicate that the reform 
differentially decreased the number of suspicious financial reports (~650 fewer reports) and increased the 
number of attacks (~44 more attacks) in places with the presence of drug trafficking organizations. 
Consistent with the model, additional evidence suggests that (1) criminal organizations resort to violence 
when they fail to reach an agreement with politicians, and (2) the effects of the reform are driven by 
municipalities where politicians have tighter campaign spending limits and less information about the 
criminal group(s). These findings have implications for our understanding of local governance and call for 
attention to the design and implementation of transparency-enhancing electoral reforms. 
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Research Papers: 
 
Mass political information on social media: Facebook ads, electorate saturation, and electoral 
accountability in Mexico (with Horacio Larreguy, John Marshall, and Alberto Simpser)  
R&R at the Journal of the European Economic Association 
 
While social media has facilitated protests and challenged democratic norms, online information campaigns 
could also enhance electoral accountability. High saturation campaigns—that target many voters—may 
ignite social effects beyond direct exposure. We experimentally evaluate the electoral impact of non-
partisan Facebook ads in Mexico. Vote shares of municipal incumbent parties that engaged in 
zero/negligible expenditure irregularities increased by 6-7 percentage points in directly-targeted electoral 
precincts and 3 percentage points in untargeted precincts within treated municipalities. Both effects were 
greater where ads targeted 80%—rather than 20%—of the electorate. The amplifying effects of high 
saturation campaigns reflect interactions between citizens within more socially-connected municipalities. 
 
Accountability under Polarization (with Horacio Larreguy, John Marshall, and Alberto Simpser) 
 
Is democratic accountability possible under political polarization? We evaluate the electoral impact of a 
high saturation online campaign in Mexico. Through this campaign, non-partisan Facebook ads distributed 
an anti-polarization message and/or information about the performance and responses (ie. local social 
distancing policies) of local governments during the COVID-19 pandemic. While the effects of treatments 
are zero on average, we identify a "backlash effect"—an increase in incumbent vote share in municipalities 
where ads informed high COVID-19 cases and deaths. We suggest motivated reasoning as the main 
mechanism as further heterogeneous analyses show that the backlash effect varies by preexisting support 
for the incumbent, communal/particularistic values, and pandemic related stress (proxied by domestic 
violence). The anti-polarization message seemed effective as it undoes the backlash effect. 
 
Confounding, spillovers, and interactions influence estimates of social distancing policy effects  
(with Horacio Larreguy and Alberto Simpser) 
R&R at PLOS ONE 
 
Understanding the effectiveness of social distancing policies aimed at curbing the spread of COVID-19 
and other infectious diseases is a pressing need that a growing number of studies seek to address. Using 
fine-grained mobility and epidemiological data, we show that widely used methods to estimate the effects 
of policies are highly sensitive to accounting for the facts that policies are often enacted simultaneously, 
that they can complement, or substitute for, each other, and that they can spill over as persons move across 
geographies. Accounting for confounding and spillovers can change conclusions about the direction and 
magnitude of the effects of social distancing policies, while failing to consider interactions may hamper the 
design of optimal public policy packages. 
 
Research in Progress: 
 
Moral Hazard and Corruption in Driving: Evidence from Speeding Tickets (with Daniel Ramos-Menchelli) 
 
Identification of Dynastic Power in Contexts with Spanish Naming Conventions (with Alonso Ahumada 
and Emilio Gutiérrez) 
 
Political Dynasties in Democracies (with Daniel M. Smith) 

 


