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1.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3579_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-1][bookmark: sec-1]Overview 
The final datasets are generated into data.files.YYYYMMDD in the root directory. If not using the shell scripts, then the *.dta files will be found in data/dataFiles/processed/for_analysis, and the user scripts *.do can be copied over manually from the otherscripts directory (note that they must be in the same directory as the datasets to work). 
The current naming convention for the House of Representatives data is: 
h##.[description of topic issue].[pooled|wide].[scd|sl].dta
The fields are: 
h##
gives the Congress number; if there are two, then they are both listed at the beginning of the filname. 
[description of topic issue]
This is a textual description of the topic issue that is included in the dataset. Rather than analyzing all votes at a go, it makes more sense to group them by votes that are related to particular topic issues, or large acts, in order to provide consistency in what a "hard money" vote means. More info on the topic issues is give below. 
pooled|wide
indicates the shape of the datafile. Wide datasets give one observation per Congressional district. Votes for separate motions appear as different columns, which are named v##c, where ## gives the vote number, which is unique to each Congress. 
Pooled datasets have one observation per vote, i.e., each Congressional district appears as many times as there are votes included in the issue topic. This is potentially better for providing an overall picture, but standard errors will need to be corrected for correlations between observations. The most standard way to do this is to cluster by Congressional district. 
scd|sl
Indicates the level of the economic data of the dataset. sl indicates state-level data, so all Congressional districts in the same state will share the same economic data. scd indicates Congressional district level data. 
For the Senate, a dataset has been generated to include the four votes analyzed in the original JEH paper. The naming convention is analogous, except that intial portion is s## to indicate Senate votes, and all the data is state level, so is indicated by s. 
2.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3581_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-2][bookmark: topic-issues][bookmark: OrgXref.topic-issues][bookmark: sec-2]Topic issues 
Votes are grouped according to topic issues. Since most votes cannot be completely described by the hard/soft vote dichotomy, pooling over all the votes means pooling values of the vote variable that might not be entirely consistent with each other. To help mitigate potential problems associated with this, we analyze groups of votes together; for instance inflation.bill datasets contain only the votes related to the Inflation Bill, and the vote variable will tell whether a Congressional district's representative votes for or against the Inflation Bill. 
The file vote_codings.txt is dynamically generated from the comments of the associated R script, poolvotes.R, and will contain more up to date descriptions of the particular groupings, votes, and codings in the generated datasets. The most recent groups are described in the following section. 
2.1.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3583_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-2-1][bookmark: sec-2-1]Topic definitions 
This section describes the topics currently defined, and the direction that each vote is coded within each topic. Topic descriptions come from Jasmina Beganovic's notes on the secondary literature (see Additional Documentation). 
2.1.1.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3585_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-2-1-1][bookmark: sec-2-1-1]Contraction Act 
New Treasury Secretary High McCulloh asks Congress for authority to retire greenbacks as a first step toward resumption in December, 1856 and Congress approves by a vote of 144 to 6 pledging cooperative action in a contraction of the currency with a view to a return to specie (Unger, p.41). The original bill (Feb. 21, 1866) gives the Secretary a completely free hand in withdrawing greenbacks (V128). However, this bill is voted down and a more moderate bill is passed (V139) which allows the Treasury to retire from circulation up to $10 million of notes in the first 6 moths and no more than $4 million per month thereafter. 
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[bookmark: __Table__-2.1.1]Table 2.1.1: Contraction Act

	Congress
	Vote
	H/S

	39
	125
	soft

	39
	126
	soft

	39
	128
	hard

	39
	130
	soft

	39
	131
	hard

	39
	139
	hard



2.1.2.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3587_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-2-1-2][bookmark: sec-2-1-2]Suspension of the Contraction Act 
However, during 1866-1867, McCulloh’s tight money supply policy was becoming increasingly unpopular among a heterogeneous group of businessmen, agrarians, and political opponents in part due to a business recession. Resistance culminated with a repeal of the 1866 Act passed by the House in December 1867. Senate attempted unsuccessfully to moderate the bill via amendments but passed it in February 1868(Unger, p.43). 

[bookmark: __Table__-2.1.2]Table 2.1.2: Suspension of Contraction Act

	Congress
	Vote
	H/S

	39
	363
	soft

	39
	429
	soft

	40
	100
	hard

	40
	120
	soft



2.1.3.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3589_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-2-1-3][bookmark: sec-2-1-3]Bond repayment and Public Credit Act 
The victory of the soft money forces on the question of money supply/contraction was followed by their defeat on the related issue of bond repayment (Unger, p.43). Western Democrats wanted the 5-20 bonds to be redeemed in greenbacks. Sherman, the Chairman of the Finance Committee came up with a funding bill in 1886 which allowed conversion of federal bonds into greenbacks in order to satisfy some pro-greenback constituents in his home state Ohio (Unger, p.88). Conservative Republicans took offense and stripped the bill of the offending features via amendments and passed it as a simple refunding measure (which did not become law due to President Johnson’s pocket veto). In the lead-up to the 1868 elections, Republicans took a strong stand against all forms of repudiation of the debt. The Republican victory in the 1868 Presidential elections gave the hard money camp strength and in March 1869 Congress passed the Pubic Credit Act, which calls for redemption of the 5-20s in gold. 

[bookmark: __Table__-2.1.3]Table 2.1.3: Bond repayment and Public Credit

	Congress
	Vote
	H/S

	40
	134
	hard

	40
	266
	hard

	40
	476
	hard

	40
	491
	soft

	40
	492
	hard

	40
	494
	soft

	40
	495
	hard

	40
	496
	hard

	40
	531
	hard

	40
	658
	soft

	40
	660
	soft

	40
	661
	soft

	40
	662
	hard

	40
	700
	hard



2.1.4.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3591_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-2-1-4][bookmark: sec-2-1-4]Inflation Bill 
In the fall of 1973 the country saw the end of the railroad boom and a panic which started a six year long economic recession. In late 1873, committees in both the House and Senate were working on bills to address the economic problems and respond to the expansionist pressures that had revived since the panic (Unger, p. 215). The bill introduced by the House (HR1572) authorized a modest expansion, a fund for currency elasticity, specie payments, and free banking. The Senate bill (S617) was a “…hodgepodge of expansionist, resumptionist and free banking elements that pleased no one entirely” (Unger, p. 217). Both bills were compromises, “designed to be all things to all men … with a jumble of elements pointing simultaneously in different directions” (Unger, p. 219). However, due to the general economic hardship, inflationist elements prevailed and both bills passed with amendments to make them more expansionary. In the Senate, S617 (which later became known as the Inflation Bill) was quickly amended into an inflationary measure (see V87, V88). Over time, the entire bill vas substituted and passed in its revised form. The House passed its own free banking bill and also approved the Senate measure by a decisive majority of 140 to 102 (Unger, p. 234). 
The passing of the Inflation Bill was a product of a coalition of western and Pennsylvania Republicans. It was strongly opposed by conservative North-easterners from both parties with the support of merchants, bankers and reformers. Although it was generally believed the Pres. Grant favored the bill, he vetoed it in an unexpected move on April 22 (Unger, p.244). Senate voted on a motion to override the veto but fell short of the required two-thirds. 

[bookmark: __Table__-2.1.4]Table 2.1.4: Inflation Bill

	Congress
	Vote
	H/S

	43
	122
	hard

	43
	124
	soft

	43
	125
	hard

	43
	126
	soft



2.1.5.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3593_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-2-1-5][bookmark: sec-2-1-5]Repeal of the Resumption Act 
A compromise bill drafted by Senate Republicans that satisfied various Republican constituents by providing for free banking with a reduction of greenbacks and resumption by accumulation of a gold reserve, and resumption to gold at a certain date four years later (January 1, 1879). The bill was thought to be a showing of unity by Republican senators in an election year. It was passed in the Senate strictly along party lines and then in the House by a lame duck Congress with by moderate Republicans with the Democrats and Republican extremists opposed (Unger, p.259). It brought the country eventually to the gold standard but at the time of passing it was not taken very seriously due to its vagueness and lack of operative features. 
Following the Resumption Act, several attempts were made in the House to repeal the unpopular measure, mainly led by liberal democrats. However, they encountered resistance from most Republicans and a group of North-eastern and Western Democrats. This split in the party proved challenging for the Democrats. Moreover, House rules on voting outside the regular committee time (2/3 majority required for victory) made the repeal more difficult. 

[bookmark: __Table__-2.1.5]Table 2.1.5: Repeal of the Resumption Act

	Congress
	Vote
	H/S

	44
	28
	hard

	44
	44
	soft

	44
	52
	soft

	44
	57
	soft

	44
	58
	soft

	44
	59
	soft

	44
	124
	hard

	44
	125
	soft

	44
	126
	soft

	44
	154
	soft

	44
	176
	hard

	44
	177
	soft

	44
	216
	soft

	45
	6
	hard

	45
	30
	soft



2.1.6.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3595_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-2-1-6][bookmark: sec-2-1-6]Bland-Allison Act 
Bland introduced the silverite bill in the House in November 1878. Senate moderates (including Alison) were able to soften the bill by removing the free coinage provision (Unger, p.362). The bill once more created a silver dollar, albeit at a limited coinage. It required the Treasury to buy between $2 and $4 million of silver per month at the fixed price of $1.29 per ounce to be coined into standard silver dollars1 (Timberlake, p.28). The bill was pro silver but a weak compromise. It was supported by the Greenbackers (Hicks, p.305), by most leading members of the Democratic party, and a significant number of Republicans from western silver-producing states. The executive branch was generally anti-silver in this period and when the bill came to President Hayes, he vetoed it. (Timberlake, p.28) Both the Senate and the House re-passed the bill with the required 2/3 majority. 

[bookmark: __Table__-2.1.6]Table 2.1.6: Bland-Allison Act

	Congress
	Vote
	H/S

	45
	12
	soft

	45
	86
	hard

	45
	87
	soft

	45
	93
	soft



2.1.7.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3597_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-2-1-7][bookmark: sec-2-1-7]Sherman Act 
Continued the principle of the Bland-Allison Act, but increased the government’s required purchase amount to 54 million ounces / year, which was roughly equal to the silver output of the U.S. Nevertheless, the price of silver continued to fall. The motivation for passing a pro-silver compromise on the Republican side stemmed from a promise they had made to certain constituents during the 1888 campaign in which Benjamin Harrison defeated Grover Cleveland in a close election. (Hicks, p.306) 

[bookmark: __Table__-2.1.7]Table 2.1.7: Sherman Act

	Congress
	Vote
	H/S

	51
	194
	hard

	51
	195
	hard

	51
	196
	soft

	51
	197
	hard

	51
	220
	soft



3.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3599_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-3][bookmark: sec-3]Variable descriptions 
3.1.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3601_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-3-1][bookmark: sec-3-1]Vote variables 

	Variable name
	Description

	vote
	1=vote for hard money, 0=vote for soft money [POOLED]

	vhardprop
	Proportion of hard votes [WIDE]

	vstable
	Stable vote; 1=hard, 0=soft [WIDE]

	vXXc
	Single vote; 1=hard, 0=soft; [WIDE]



3.2.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3603_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-3-2][bookmark: sec-3-2]Congressional district and state variables 
3.2.1.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3605_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-3-2-1][bookmark: sec-3-2-1]All years 
The following variables are found in both the 1870 and 1890 censuses, and so they appear in all datasets. 

[bookmark: __Table__-3.2.1]Table 3.2.1: Congressional district level variables available in all years

	Variable name
	Description

	totpop
	Total population

	urb25
	Population in cities with > 25k inhabitants

	acimp
	Acres improved farmland

	equipval
	Value of farm implements and machinery

	farmout
	Total value of all farm output

	farms
	Total number of farms

	farm100
	Number of farms 100-499 acres

	farm500
	Number of farms 500-999 acres

	farm1000
	Number of farms > 1000 acres

	mfgestab
	Number of manufacturing establishments

	totout
	Total value of all output (farm + mfg)

	farmprop
	Farm proportion of total output (by value)

	mfgprop
	Mfg proportion of total output (by value)

	tradedpc
	value of tradeable agrictultural output per capita

	ntradedpc
	value of non-tradeable agricultural output per capita

	farmpc
	value of agricultural output per capita

	mfgpc
	value of manufacturing output per capita

	party
	Party code (100=Dem, 200=Repub; potential probs w/ 3rd parties)

	partyR
	Indicator for Republican representative

	partyD
	Indicator for Demacratic representative

	id
	Congressman ID

	cD
	Congressional District Number (unique within state)

	state
	State ICPSR Code

	stateName2
	State Name

	name
	Congressman name



3.2.2.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3607_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-3-2-2][bookmark: sec-3-2-2]1890s 
The following variables appear only in the 1890 census, and hence they are found only in datasets generated with votes for the later Congresses. 

[bookmark: __Table__-3.2.2]Table 3.2.2: Congressional district level variables available for 1890 only

	Variable name
	Description

	urb890
	Urban population 1890

	acunimp
	number unimproved acres in farms

	acunimp
	number unimproved acres in farms

	barley
	number bushels barley

	barley
	number bushels barley

	barleyac
	number acres planted in barley

	barleyac
	number acres planted in barley

	buckwhea
	number bushels buckwheat

	buckwhea
	number bushels buckwheat

	buckwhac
	number acres planted in buckwheat

	buckwhac
	number acres planted in buckwheat

	corn
	number bushels indian corn

	corn
	number bushels indian corn

	cornac
	number acres planted in indian corn

	cornac
	number acres planted in indian corn

	oats
	number bushels oats

	oats
	number bushels oats

	oatsac
	number acres planted in oats

	oatsac
	number acres planted in oats

	rye
	number bushels rye

	rye
	number bushels rye

	ryeac
	number acres planted in rye

	ryeac
	number acres planted in rye

	wheat
	number bushels wheat

	wheat
	number bushels wheat

	wheatac
	number acres planted in wheat

	wheatac
	number acres planted in wheat

	mfgcapla
	value mfg capital in land

	mfgcapbu
	value mfg capital in buildings

	mfgcapeq
	value mfg capital in equipment

	mfgcapca
	value mfg capital in live assets/cash

	mfgmisco
	total misc expenses mfg (value)

	mfgavemp
	Average number employees of all classes in mfg estabs

	mfgavemp
	Average number employees of all classes in mfg estabs

	valfaenc
	Total value of encumbered farms

	valfamtg
	Total value of mortgages on enc farms

	valhoenc
	Total value of encumbered homes

	valhomtg
	Total value of mortgages on enc homes

	inttot
	Total interest paid on mortgages on homes/farms

	inthome
	Interest paid on mortgages on homes

	intfarm
	Interest paid on mortgages on farms

	debt
	Value of real estate (farm and house) mortgages as a proportion of total real estate value

	debtpc
	Real estate mortgage value per capita

	encfarms
	Value of encumbered farms as fraction of total farm value

	valmtg
	Total value of real estate mortgages

	valtot
	Total value of farms and houses



3.2.3.  [bookmark: __RefHeading__3609_1776159677][bookmark: OrgXref.sec-3-2-3][bookmark: sec-3-2-3]1870s 
The following variables are available in 1870s data only, at both the state and Congressional district level. 

[bookmark: __Table__-3.2.3]Table 3.2.3: Congressional district level variables available for 1870s only

	Variable name
	Description

	urb870
	Urban population 1870 >2500

	farmlab
	Annual agricultural wages paid including board

	mfglabor
	number hands employed mfg

	mfglabor
	number hands employed mfg

	homemfg
	Value home manufactures

	orchard
	Value of orchard products

	garden
	Value of garden products

	forest
	Value of forest products

	homemfg
	Value of home manufactures

	acwoods
	number unimproved acres woods/forests

	acwoods
	number unimproved acres woods/forests

	acunioth
	number other unimproved acres farms

	acunioth
	number other unimproved acres farms

	wealth
	True value real and personal estate

	wealthas
	Assessed *value real and personal estate



The following variables are available only at the state level. 

[bookmark: __Table__-3.2.4]Table 3.2.4: State level variables available for 1870s only

	Variable name
	Description

	occtot
	Total number employed in all occupations

	occtot
	Total number employed in all occupations

	agemp
	Total number employed in agriculture

	agemp
	Total number employed in agriculture

	ppsemp
	Total number employed in prof services

	ppsemp
	Total number employed in prof services

	ttremp
	Total number employed in trade/transport

	ttremp
	Total number employed in trade/transport

	mfgemp
	Total number employed in manufacturing

	mfgemp
	Total number employed in manufacturing

	stdebt
	Total state indebtedness

	newspaps
	Total newspapers

	newscops
	Total newspaper copies

	newscirc
	Total newspaper circulation

	newsad
	number advertising publications

	newsad
	number advertising publications

	newsadco
	advertising publications copies

	newsadci
	advertising publications circulation

	newsagri
	number agricultural newspapers & periodicals

	newsagri
	number agricultural newspapers & periodicals

	newsagco
	agricultural publication copies

	newsagci
	Agricultural publications circulation

	newscf
	number commerce/finance publications

	newscf
	number commerce/finance publications

	newscfco
	commerce/finance publications copies

	newscfci
	commerce/finance publications circulation

	newspo
	number political publications

	newspo
	number political publications

	newspoco
	political publications copies

	newspoci
	political publications circulation



