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Introduction 

 

   On April 19th, 2015, the German weekly news magazine Der Spiegel 

published1 confidential documents that detail a complete restructuring of the 

terrorist organization “Daesh”, containing the name of the organization’s 

founder as well as its the real leader as well as his strategy. 2 

 

This leader, according to documents referred to in the newspaper, is a former 

officer in Saddam Hussein's Baath Air force Intelligence named Samir Abd 

Mohammed Al-Khalafawi. The report illustrated that Al-Khalafawi worked 

for Syrian intelligence services after the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime in 

Iraq. Eventually he was hired by Bashar al-Assad’s Intelligence force. 

Reportedly, his purpose was to destabilize the security and stability of Iraq. 

This appears to have more likely made American troops hesitant to move 

militarily into Syria. 3 

 

 

																																																								
1 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-islamist-
terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 
2 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-islamist-
terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 
3 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-islamist-
terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 



Iran and Syria are among the three countries, which the US State 

Department has designated as state sponsors of terrorism.4 5 Since that time, 

several intelligence reports indicate 6that Iran and Syria have supported 

Daesh and they have been implementing an elaborate strategy to sow 

sectarianism, discord and confusion in the heart of the Middle East7, 

particularly in Saudi Arabia. 8 Periodically they incited rumors9 and 

allegations10 regarding Riyadh's support for terrorism.11 These issues ignored 

the fact that the Kingdom is one of the countries that has endured intense 

consequences as a result of rampant terrorism.12 For example, the Kingdom 

has been targeted by terrorists since 1990. The violence escalated in 1991 

with the US-led launch of the coalition forces in the Gulf War.13  

 

																																																								
4 http://www.state.gov/j/ct/list/c14151.htm  
 
5 http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/257520.htm 
 
6 http://www.thetower.org/2699-analysis-the-different-stages-of-iranian-support-for-isis/ 
 
7 https://english.alarabiya.net/en/views/news/middle-east/2016/07/29/Fact-checking-
Saudi-and-Iranian-statements-on-terrorism.html 
 
8 http://www.newsweek.com/saudis-are-fighting-terrorism-dont-believe-otherwise-
422710 
 
9 http://jcpa.org/article/isis-irans-instrument-regional-hegemony/ 
 
10 http://www.newsweek.com/saudis-are-fighting-terrorism-dont-believe-otherwise-
422710 
 
11 http://www.thetower.org/2699-analysis-the-different-stages-of-iranian-support-for-isis/ 
 
12 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/1478358/History-of-Saudi-attacks.html 
 
13 http://fas.org/irp/threat/terror_91/mideast.html 
 



Acts of terror against Saudi Arabia14 have escalated to the current day, 

including an attempted assassination of Saudi Interior Minister Prince 

Mohammed bin Nayef, at the hands of one of Al-Qaeda’s operatives, 

Abdullah Asiri, in September 2009. 1516With no evidence or substantiation, 

Saudi Arabia has been wrongly implicated in multiple violent terrorist 

attacks throughout European countries, such as France and Germany.17 

18Daesh’s lone wolves have also tried to undermine trust in Saudi Arabia as a 

vitally important global ally in the fight against terrorism. From the prism of 

Saudi Arabia, Riyadh has demonstrated its dedication to peace in multiple 

ways,  such as the war waged by Riyadh to reestablish legitimacy in Yemen 

after being violated by Iranian-backed Houthi militias, 19 20 and also its 

efforts to help the Syrian people who have been forced to become refugees 

in both the region and various countries of the European Union.21 

 

																																																								
14 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/1478358/History-of-Saudi-attacks.html 
 
15 https://english.alarabiya.net/en/webtv/reports/2015/12/04/Rare-footage-2009-
Mohammed-Bin-Nayef-assassination-attempt-.html 
 
16 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/1478358/History-of-Saudi-attacks.html 
 
17 https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/world/2016/07/15/White-House-No-evidence-of-
Saudi-role-in-9-11.html 
 
18 http://www.newsweek.com/saudis-are-fighting-terrorism-dont-believe-otherwise-
422710 
 
19  http://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-houthis-iran-insight-
idUSKBN0JT17A20141215 
 
20  http://www.wsj.com/articles/one-year-later-why-we-saudis-went-to-war-in-yemen-
1458943065 
 
21  http://www.newsweek.com/gulf-states-are-taking-syrian-refugees-401131 
 



 

 

 

 

 

The most prominent of these attempts is brought to light by the website of 

the German newspaper “Der Spiegel”.22 On August 5th, 2016 it revealed, 

citing sources in the German intelligence that have confirmed - according to 

the newspaper - the terrorist operative that carried out an attack aboard a 

train headed towards the German city Urtsburg on July 18th 2016, was a 17-

year-old Afghan refugee. The attack led to the injury of four people with 

serious wounds. He was in contact with branches of Daesh based in his 

home country, as well as members of the terrorist organization based in 

Saudi Arabia and spread throughout other countries via online messaging  

																																																								
22 http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/teen-dead-after-perpetrating-german-
train-attack-a-1103646.html 



platforms.23 The following report reveals the most high-profile terrorist 

operations carried out against Saudi Arabia during a time in which both the 

Syrian and Iranian regimes enjoy the privilege of not only being shielded by 

the Daesh card, but also the distinction of not having any terrorist attack 

committed against them by the organization. 24 

 

It reveals the relationship between Syrian intelligence and the establishment 

of the terrorist organization25 26, as well as the most significant operations in 

which Saudi Intelligence has collaborated with international security 

agencies27 to thwart a number of terrorist operations. 28Additionally, the 

report reveals some of the most important commentary made by world 

leaders in reaction to the Kingdom's tireless efforts in the fight against 

terrorism.29 30 

	

																																																								
 
23 http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/teen-dead-after-perpetrating-german-
train-attack-a-1103646.html 
 
24 http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/teen-dead-after-perpetrating-german-
train-attack-a-1103646.html 
 
25 http://www.newsweek.com/how-syrias-assad-helped-forge-isis-255631 
 
26 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-
islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 
27 http://newsweekme.com/13304-2/ 
 
28 http://www.newsweek.com/saudis-are-fighting-terrorism-dont-believe-otherwise-
422710 
 
29 http://www.arabnews.com/featured/news/873691 
 
30 http://2001-2009.state.gov/s/ct/rls/rm/2004/30740.htm 
 



 

The Relationship Between Syrian intelligence and Daesh	

	

   Confidential documents obtained by the German journalist Christoph 

Reuter and published by the site “Der Spiegel”31 on April 19th, 2015, 

revealed that the first founder of the terrorist organization Daesh is Samir 

Abd Mohammed Al-Khalafawi, a former officer in Saddam Hussein's Baath 

Air intelligence. Records showed that Al-Khalafawi also worked for the 

Baath Syrian intelligence after the defeat of Saddam Hussein's regime in 

Iraq at the hands of the US Army. After the murder of Al-Khalafawi in Tell-

Rifaat north of Aleppo, Syria in January 2014, the documents that outlined 

the founding of "Daesh" were discovered at his residence. This was recorded 

in private documents by the Syrian Ministry of Defense.32 The true nature of 

the murder revealed that it was in fact the result of a split in Tell-Rifaat that 

drew a rift between loyalists for Daesh and others belonging to opposing 

factions. The opposition arrived at his home, and an exchange of fire 

occurred that got Al-Khalafawi killed. At first, the rebels did not recognize 

the identity of the man they just killed, nor his significance and stature. They  

																																																								
31  
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-islamist-
terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 
32 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-
islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 



realized who their victim was only after reading his documents, which stated 

that he is the one nicknamed “Al-Haji Bakar”.33 34 

 

After the opposition’s victory in the battle of Tell-Rifaat, it captured Al-

Khalafawi’s home in which they found the original documents that were 

used in establishing Daesh. The German journalist was able to get his hands 

on 31 pages of these documents that are full of writings, diagrams and tables 

that explain how Daesh was built and how it is able to operate between its 

institutions.35  

 

The Relationship Between Syrian intelligence and 

Daesh  

 

 These documents included:36 A list of influential families. Names of the 

most powerful individuals within those families. Knowledge of their sources 

of income. Knowledge of the names and sizes of the rebel brigades in any 

given village. Knowledge of the names of their leaders, and who controls the  

																																																								
33 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/haji-bakr-former-saddam-
hussein-spy-is-mastermind-behind-isis-takeover-of-northern-syria-and-push-
10189280.html 
 
34  http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-
islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 
35 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-
islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 
36 http://www.npr.org/2015/04/23/401655832/secret-papers-reveal-islamic-states-
structure 
 



brigades and their political orientations. Knowledge of their illegal activities 

(according to Islamic Sharia law), which can be used to blackmail them if 

necessary. Documents revealed that the Syrian Ministry of Defense sent fake 

religious clerics to cities and villages of Syria to open fraudulent religious 

offices, which were used to teach Sharia law and religion. Over time, these 

offices were used to draw in young people who were eventually manipulated 

into submitting to the bidding of the clerics. When the regime began to 

emphasize repression against the revolution, the heads of Daesh's offices 

around the country started to deliberately promote religious Sunni 

intolerance and raise the banner of so-called "jihad".37 

 

	

	

	

																																																								
37 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-



 

The Syrians were taken by surprise as the organization's numbers 

skyrocketed overnight. Daesh went on to operate freely in various areas, 

which would explain why Al-Assad’s forces were never subjected to any of 

Daesh’s terrorist operations while a multitude of airstrikes were launched 

against the opposition’s sites in the midst of their battle against the terrorist 

organization. 38 

 

A report by “Der Spiegel” pointed out that many of the foreign fighters who 

have flocked to Syria to fight against Al-Assad were surprised that Daesh 

was only fighting the free army and the moderate opposition. Many of these 

fighters were eliminated when they tried to escape or revolt against the 

organization after discovering the truth. 39 

 

The report also revealed that Daesh’s main goal was the occupation of Iraqi 

territory after the consolidation of the organization in Syria to give them the 

credibility of being a global terrorist organization on one hand, and to 

control some of the oil reserves that Al-Assad needed to finance his military 

on the other. Of course, none of these reserves were to be shared with the 

Iraqi Kurds. The documents also included a plan to target wealthy Syrian  

																																																								
islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
38 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-
islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 
39 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-
islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 



families in order to be infiltrated by Daesh youths, who donned the 

appearance of politeness and civility. Teams of spies would then pursue the 

head of the family and its members in order to uncover the most private 

details about every person's life, including obtaining intimate pictures of 

them to threaten them with extortion and blackmail. 40 41 

 

This is how - according to the German report42 - the organization grew in 

power and expanded the scope of its influence, in addition to swiflty 

collecting large sums of money. The German news publication said that Al-

Khalafawi, as well as other leaders in the organization, decided to declare 

Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi Khalifa as the Caliph because he has the required 

charisma, which would draw the unsuspecting public into his influence. He 

also gave the members of the organization the impression that he is 

committed to a religious ideal.43 44 

 

Since the death of Al-Khalafawi, some of his teams, especially the ones 

deployed in Iraq and Al-Raqaa, began to rebel against the Assad regime. In  

																																																								
40 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-
islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 
41 http://www.npr.org/2015/04/23/401655832/secret-papers-reveal-islamic-states-
structure 
 
42 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-
islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 
43 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-
islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 
44 http://www.npr.org/2015/04/23/401655832/secret-papers-reveal-islamic-states-
structure 



fact, after gaining control of Mosul the organization sensed that it did not 

need Al-Assad and his regime. One of the teams engaged in the brutal 

bloodshed of Battalion No. 17 of Al-Assad's army, despite the fact that the 

regime protected the terrorist organization from an earlier siege by the free 

army in an air base near Al-Raqaa.45  

 

The German journalist Reuter said through questions addressed to him by 

the newspaper “Asharq Al-Awsat” in April 2015, that the genesis of the 

organization Daesh in Syria and Iraq initiated after repeated visits by Al-

Khalafawi to Syria. These visits reached a total of about 18 and were made 

during various circumstances since the start of the Syrian revolution.46 

	

	

																																																								
 
45 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-
islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 
46 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-
islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
 



	

	

	

The Most High-Profile Terrorist Operations That 

Targeted Saudi Arabia	

	

- On June 25th, 1996, 19 Americans and Saudis were killed, and 372 people 

were injured in an operation targeting an air base in Dhahran (in December 

2006, the U.S. Judge Royce Ambers, accused Iran of being involved in the 

bombings and issued a ruling to that effect, making it the first time an 

American official indicted Iran for involvement in the bombings). 47 

																																																								
47 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/1478358/History-of-Saudi-attacks.html 



 

- Three explosions occurred in the city of Khobar on December 15th, 2000, 

and at the Euromarche shopping center in Riyadh on January 10, 2001, and 

at the Jarir Bookstore in Riyadh on March 15th, 2001. 48 

 

- On March 18th, 2003, a bomb exploded in a house in eastern Riyadh 

planted by a terrorist named Fahd Assa'edi. - On May 12th, 2003, three car 

bombs targeted three residential compounds in Riyadh. These attacks killed 

20 and injured 194 including many Europeans and Americans.49  

 

- In the same month, two terrorists threw hand grenades at a security patrol 

on the road between the cities of Laynah and Hail, killing two soldiers and 

injuring two others. - On June 3rd, 2003, an American died after being 

wounded by gunshots from terrorists while working at the King Abdulaziz 

base in Jubail Industrial City. 50 

 

- On November 8th, 2003, terrorists blew up the “Al-Mahya” residential 

compound in Riyadh, leaving 12 people dead and 122 injured. 51 

																																																								
 
48 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/1478358/History-of-Saudi-attacks.html 
 
49 https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2015/08/06/Timeline-Al-Qaeda-and-
ISIS-attacks-in-Saudi-Arabia.html 
 
50 https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2015/08/06/Timeline-Al-Qaeda-and-
ISIS-attacks-in-Saudi-Arabia.html 
 
51 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/1478358/History-of-Saudi-attacks.html 
 



 

- On April 21st, 2004, suicide bombers targeted the General Traffic 

Department building in Riyadh, resulting in the deaths of four security men 

and one civilian, as well as the injury of 148 people. 52 

 

The Most High-Profile Terrorist Operations That Targeted Saudi Arabia   

 

- On May 1st, 2004, gunmen stormed one of the industrial sites in the city of 

Yanbu, killing five people (an Australian, two Americans and two Britons). 

In addition, a Saudi security man was killed and 14 of his colleagues were 

injured.53  

 

- On May 29th, 2004, an armed group stormed the Oasis residential 

compound in Khobar. The group took 45 hostages, and killed dozens of 

people. Saudi security forces were able to storm the building within 48 

hours, ensuring the rescue of the hostages. 54 

 

																																																								
52 https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2015/08/06/Timeline-Al-Qaeda-and-
ISIS-attacks-in-Saudi-Arabia.html 
 
53 http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20040502/local/five-westerners-die-in-
saudi-oil-port-attack.123919 
 
54 http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/saudi-forces-storm-housing-compound-where-
gunmen-holed-up-after/article_552a5c5d-0fd8-5ea4-b605-234a0795c22c.html 
 



- On June 6th, 2004, in the Al-Suwaidi district of Riyadh, Irish cameraman 

Simon Cumbers was killed in an ambush by terrorists, while his British 

colleague Frank Gardner, BBC reporter for security affairs was wounded. 

 

- On December 6th, 2004, a failed attempt to storm the building of the U.S. 

consulate in Jeddah resulted in the death of three militants and the arrest of 

two others, as well as numerous other fatalities and a number of deaths from 

non-Americans.55 

 

	

 

 

On December 29th, 2004, two simultaneous operations occurred, the first 

targeting the headquarters of the Ministry of Interior in Riyadh with a 

suicide car bomber. This attack injured a security guard at the eastern gate. 

																																																								
55 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/dec/06/saudiarabia.usa 



The second attack targeted the headquarters of the center for training special 

emergency forces in Riyadh. This second operation was also executed with a 

suicide car bomber who tried to detonate a bomb near the center. The 

attempt was thwarted by security forces before the car was able to get near 

the center of the headquarters.56 57  

 

- On June 18th, 2003, Colonel Mubarak Al-Suwat of the General 

Intelligence apparatus in Mecca was assassinated at the hands of two 

terrorists, who fired nearly 20 bullets at him.  

 

- On February 24th, 2006, security authorities foiled a botched attack that 

targeted the Abqaiq oil refineries in eastern Saudi Arabia. Two suicide car 

bombers tried to detonate by charging their vehicles at the refineries, before 

security guards were able to kill them. Two security men lost their lives 

defending the refineries.58  

 

- On May 12th, 2006, the U.S. consulate in Jeddah came under fire from a 

lone gunman. Security authorities were able to injure and arrest him. - In 

2009, Prince Mohammed bin Nayef (then Assistant Interior Minister for 

																																																								
 
56 http://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/pubs/fs/5902.htm 
 
57 https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2015/08/06/Timeline-Al-Qaeda-and-
ISIS-attacks-in-Saudi-Arabia.html 
 
58 https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2015/08/06/Timeline-Al-Qaeda-and-
ISIS-attacks-in-Saudi-Arabia.html 
 



Security Affairs and now Minister of Interior) was the subject of a failed 

assassination attempt. The attempt was carried out by Abdullah Tale’a Al-

Asiri, who was number 85 on the most wanted list. He used  a cellphone 

bomb in the failed assassination attempt before being killed himself. -In 

2009, one of the border crossings in the region of Jizan saw a confrontation 

with two Al-Qaida terrorists that tried to sneak into Saudi territory disguised 

as women before being apprehended by security authorities.59  

 

- On November 5th, 2012, terrorists killed two border guards in an ambush 

on a security patrol south of the Kingdom on the border with Yemen.  

 

- On July 5th, 2014, six terrorists tried to infiltrate Saudi territory through 

the Alwade’a port on the border with Yemen after killing a Saudi security 

patrol commander. The terrorists were barricaded inside the headquarters of 

the General Intelligence border, after which they detonated themselves, 

killing three other security men.  

 

- On November 24th, 2012, a research paper revealed at a conference called 

“The Impact of Terrorism on Social Development” organized by the Naif 

Arab University for Security Sciences in Riyadh showed that the number of 

																																																								
59 https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2015/08/06/Timeline-Al-Qaeda-and-
ISIS-attacks-in-Saudi-Arabia.html 
 



terrorist attacks that have taken place in Saudi Arabia reached 98 in the span 

of 37 years. These attacks resulted in 1,028 injuries and 220 deaths.60   

	

	

 

 

Global Terrorist Operations Foiled by The Kingdom  

 

- After defeating the Al-Qaeda organization in the Kingdom, they resurfaced 

in Yemen in 2009. Saudi Minister of Interior Prince Mohammed bin Nayef 

founded a mechanism to monitor the organization abroad.61  

																																																								
60 https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2015/08/06/Timeline-Al-Qaeda-and-



 

- The Kingdom’s Minister of Interior revealed a plot by Al-Qaeda to plant 

bombs aboard UPS and FedEx aircraft that were flying from Yemen to 

Chicago, on the eve of U.S. congressional elections in 2010. 62 

 

- The Minister also called the White House and provided John Brennan, 

President Obama's adviser on terrorism, with the tracking numbers for the 

packages that contained the bombs. These aircraft were stopped later in 

Dubai and East Midlands in the United Kingdom. The bombs were 

removed.63 

 

- On August 2015, the cooperation between Saudi and U.S. intelligence led 

to the arrest of the “Ahmed Al-Mughsil”, who was accused of 

masterminding the bombing of the Khobar Towers in Saudi Arabia in 1996, 

in which 19 American soldiers were killed.64	

	

Saudi Efforts in the Face of the Organization "Daesh"  

																																																								
ISIS-attacks-in-Saudi-Arabia.html 
 
61 https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brookings-now/2015/11/06/isis-leader-baghdadi-vs-
saudi-arabias-prince-of-counterterrorism-muhammad-bin-nayef/ 
 
62 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1324951/Obama-confirms-explosives-UPS-
FedEx-planes-credible-terrorist-threat.html 
 
63 http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/mail-bombs-plot-us-hunts-bombmaker-ibrahim-
al/story?id=12020200 
 
64 http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/27/world/middleeast/saudia-arabia-arrests-suspect-
khobar-towers-bombing.html?_r=0 



 

- The emergence of Daesh in Iraq and Syria presented a challenge to the 

world.  

 

- The terrorist organization has prepared a campaign to present itself as the 

heir to Al-Qaida in Iraq after it disappeared from public sight during the 

influx of U.S. troops in Iraq in 2007.65  

 

- Daesh targeted Iraqi prisons in the years 2012 and 2013, where it 

imprisoned Al-Qaida terrorists. The terrorist organization created a 

regulatory infrastructure in neighboring Syria which helped it establish a 

strong presence in Syrian territory.  

 

- In the summer of 2014, the organization launched surprise attacks on Iraqi 

areas inhabited by Sunni Muslims. - Daesh also seized control over Mosul, 

Iraq's second largest city, and announced the establishment of a Caliphate 

that controls all Muslims.66 

 

- In November 2014, Daesh announced its quest to take control of Mecca 

and Medina. - Photographs were published by Daesh depicting doctored 

imagery of the Kaaba with the organization’s black banner fluttering above 

																																																								
 
65 http://www.cfr.org/iraq/defeating-isis/p33773 
 
66 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/isis-in-iraq-the-fall-of-mosul-
to-the-jihadists-was-less-of-a-surprise-to-baghdad-than-many-were-led-a6895896.html 



it. - Agents of the terrorist organization attacked Saudi security posts along 

the Iraqi border.67 

 

 - Daesh sent its suicide bombers to attack Shiite mosques in the Kingdom to 

incite sectarian hostility in Saudi society.68  

 

- In response to these threats, Saudi security forces hunted down members of 

Daesh, inflicting significant blows to the organization by arresting some of 

its powerful operatives. 69 

 

- The Kingdom constructed a 600-mile-long security fence along the Saudi-

Iraqi border, similar to the wall of a thousand miles along the Saudi-Yemini 

border to repel Yemeni-based Al-Qaeda attacks.70 

 

 

 

 

 

																																																								
 
67 http://www.newsweek.com/islamic-state-aims-occupy-mecca-300205 
 
68 http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/23/world/middleeast/suicide-bombing-saudi-arabia-
shiites-sunnis-yemen-mosque.html 
 
69 https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2016/05/05/Saudi-busts-ISIS-cell-
near-Makkah.html 
 
70 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/saudiarabia/11344116/Revealed-
Saudi-Arabias-Great-Wall-to-keep-out-Isil.html 



 

 

About Author: 

 

 

	

Salman Al-Ansari is the founder and president of the Washington DC-
based Saudi American Public Relation Affairs Committee (SAPRAC). 
 
A Saudi writer and political commentator, he is specialized in 
strategic and political communication and is a frequent guest on 
world-renowned TV channels such as Al-Arabiya, and other 
international media platforms, such as CNN , BBC & SkyNews. 
 
He has been published numerous times in The Hill and has been 
quoted numerous times in the Wall Street Journal, the Washington 
Post, the Financial Times, and the New York Times. He has 
moderated multiple panels including "Philanthropy in Saudi Arabia" 
with Bill Gates and "Globalization and Technology" with Thomas 
Friedman. 
 
He has 8 years experience in the multiple fields such as Governance, 
Risk and Compliance, which allowed him to be an expert 
on Combating Terrorism Financing (CTF) and Anti-money laundry 
(AML) 



 
Besides his native Arabic language, he is fluent in both English and 
Spanish, with a U.S. degree in Communication from Saint Louis 
University. He is active on social media and has been regarded as 
one of the most influential media personalities in Saudi Arabia by the 
Saudi observatory organization "ELMAM". 
 
 
	


