Maryam Abdullah Jaber

Head of Juvenile & Family Prosecution

State of Qatar, Office of the Attorney General

Graduated with a Bachelors in Law from Cairo University; Cairo, Egypt

Maryam Abdullah Jaber is the first Qatari female prosecutor in the State of Qatar and, in 1985, was one of the first
Qatari women to study abroad. When the Office of Public Prosecution was created in 2003, Maryam was the only
woman out of 70 people who joined. She is widely respected and revered for her community activism and
encouragement of women in law.

On her childhood and the role of her family:

My family supported me in various stages of my life, from my father, to my mother to my brothers, they all
encouraged me in a positive way to do things in life such as studying and even working. Most importantly | can
say that my mother encouraged me to travel after | read in a newspaper about the news of opening the door
to study in Egypt. Once | traveled, my sister joined me the following year to study also in Egypt. After finishing
our studies, my older brother applied for us to work in the Ministry of Justice.

On the role of female role-models:
My mother is my role-model because she encouraged me to travel and study in Egypt.

On her advice for women wanting to follow in her footsteps:
Have patience in dealing with people because working in the Public Prosecution, especially as a Family
Prosecutor, taught me patience. Even if they uttered with words that shows resentment of the judgment of
their children at the end of the session. Also, have patience on the inquiries of parents no matter how long it
takes.

On her hopes for her future daughters and granddaughters:

Women can reach up, but only on the condition that they work hard, and have a goal, and aspire to reach it,
and that the goal is of serving others and helping them.

On her hopes for future women in law and international diplomacy in Qatar:
Qatar is well aware of the value and role of women and the importance of their presence in all Qatari
institutions to contribute effectively to the development of the State and its institutions.This was evident when

| was appointed as a prosecutor for juveniles and the family, in recognition of the importance of the presence
of women in this place. | hope to see more women in these fields as well.
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