








E. Restoration of Civil Rights or Alien Status under Florida Law 

A person, who meets the requirements of Rule 9, shall have his or her civil rights immediately 
restored by automatic approval of the Clemency Board. Persons who do not qualify for automatic 
approval under Rule 9, may qualify for restoration of civil rights without a hearing under Rule I 0. 1 All 
others may request restoration of civil rights pursuant to Rule 6 after completion of all sentences imposed 
and all conditions of supervision have expired or been completed, including but not limited to, 
imprisonment, parole, probation, community control, control release, and conditional release, has no 
pending outstanding detainers or pending criminal charges, and has paid all restitution pursuant to a court 
order or civil judgment and obligations pursuant to Chapter 960, Florida Statutes. Restoration of civil 
rights includes all rights of citizenship enjoyed by the person before his or her conviction, except the 
specific authority to own, possess or use firearms. 

If the person was convicted in a court other than a court of the State of Florida, he or she must be a 
legal resident of the State of Florida at the time the application is filed, considered, and acted upon. Ifthe 
person is applying for Restoration of Alien Status under Florida Law, he or she must be domiciled in the 
State of Florida at the time the application is filed, considered, and acted upon. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this rule, an individual who has previously had his or her civil 
rights or Alien Status under Florida Law restored and is subsequently convicted of any offense listed in 
Rule 9(A)(4) or 9(A)(5) shall be ineligible for restoration of civil rights or Alien Status under Florida law 
unless the individual has remained crime and arrest free for a period of no less than ten (1 0) years after 
completing all sentences and conditions of supervision (including but not limited to, parole, probation, 
community control, control release and conditional release) arising from the subsequent conviction. 

6. Applications 

I. A. Application Forms 

All correspondence regarding an application for clemency should be addressed to 
Coordinator, Office of Executive Clemency, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Building C, Room 244 Tallahassee, 
Florida, 32399-2450. Those persons seeking clemency shall complete an application and submit it to the 
Office of Executive Clemency. Persons eligible for automatic approval of Restoration of Civil Rights or 
Alien Status under Florida Law under Rule 9, or approval without a hearing under Rule 10 need not 
submit an application. (See Rule 9 or 10.) Application forms will be furnished by the Coordinator upon 
request or they may be downloaded from the clemency website at https://fpc.state.fl.us/Ciemency.htm. 
All applications for clemency must be filed with the Coordinator on the form provided by the Office of 
Executive Clemency. 

B. Supporting Documents 

Each application for clemency, except for requests seeking only restoration of civil rights, shall 
have attached to it a certified copy of the charging instrument (indictment, information, or warrant with 
supporting affidavit) for each felony conviction, or misdemeanor conviction if seeking a pardon for a 

1 Effective April 5, 2007, persons released from incarceration and/or supervision shall have their names electronically transmitted from the Department of 
Corrections to the Office of Executive Clemency to begin the process for the automatic approval of restoration of civil rights or tbr restoration of civil rights 
without a hearing. 
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material to be considered, the Coordinator shall forward copies of the documents to the Clemency Board 
and the Florida Parole Commission. The Commission shall review the documents and make an advisory 
recommendation to the Clemency Board. Notification of receipt by the Office of Executive Clemency of 
such a request for waiver shall be provided as indicated under Rule 6. A waiver of the rules may only be 
granted by the Governor with the approval of at least one member of the Clemency Board. Rule 17 may 
also be invoked by any member of the Clemency Board. 

B. Denial of Waiver 

Waiver cases which have not been acted upon by the Clemency Board within 90 days of receipt of 
the Parole Commission's waiver report by the Office of Executive Clemency, shall be summarily denied, 
unless the period is extended by the Governor. 

C. Referral to Commission 

Upon receipt by the Coordinator of written notification from the Governor and at least one 
member of the Clemency Board, or such notification invoking Rule 17, the Coordinator may refer the 
request to the Parole Commission for a full investigation and place the case on the next possible agenda to 
be heard by the Clemency Board. 

D. Notification 

The Coordinator shall attempt to provide individuals seeking waivers of the rules, and the 
respective prosecuting authority, with approximately 20 days notice prior to any such request being heard 
by representatives of the Clemency Board. 

II. §944.30 Cases 

All remaining §944.30, Florida Statutes, cases will be processed under this rule. 

III. Domestic Violence Case Review 

Domestic violence cases that meet the criteria as enumerated within the special waiver procedures 
adopted by the Clemency Board on December 18, 1991, as amended, will be processed as requests for 
waivers of the rule. 

9. Automatic Approval of Restoration of Civil Rights or Alien Status under Florida Law 

A. Criteria for Eligibility 

A person shall have his or her civil rights or alien status under Florida Law immediately restored 
by automatic approval of the Clemency Board, excluding the specific authority to own, possess, or use 
firearms, if the following requirements are met: 

1. The person has completed all sentences imposed and all conditions of supervision have expired 
or been completed, including but not limited to, imprisonment, parole, probation, community control, 
control release, and conditional release; 
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2. The person has no outstanding detainers or pending criminal charges; 

3. The person has paid all restitution pursuant to a court order or civil judgment and obligations 
pursuant to Chapter 960, Florida Statutes; 

4. The person has never been convicted of one of the following crimes: 
a. murder, attempted murder, attempted felony murder, manslaughter (F.S. Chapter 782); 
b. DUI manslaughter (F.S. 316.193(3)); 
c. sexual battery, attempted sexual battery (F.S. 794.011) 
d. lewd or lascivious battery, attempted lewd or lascivious battery, lewd or lascivious 
molestation, lewd or lascivious conduct, or lewd or lascivious exhibition (F.S. Chapter 
800); 
e. lewd or lascivious offense upon or in the presence of an elderly or disabled person, 
attempted lewd or lascivious offense upon or in the presence of an elderly or disabled 
person (F.S. 825.1025); 
f. sexual performance by a child, attempted sexual performance by a child (F.S. 827.071); 
g. aggravated child abuse (F.S. 827.03); 
h. failure to register as a sexual predator (F.S. 775) or sexual offender ( F.S. 943.0435); 
i. computer pornography, transmission of computer pornography, buying or selling of 
minors (F.S. Chapter 847); 
j. kidnapping, attempted kidnapping, false imprisomnent, or luring and enticing a child 
(F.S. Chapter 787); 
k. aggravated battery, attempted aggravated battery (F.S. 784.045); 
1. armed robbery, attempted armed robbery, carjacking, attempted carjacking, home 
invasion, attempted home invasion (F.S. Chapter 812); 
m. poisoning of food or water (F.S. 859.01); 
n. abuse of a dead human body (F.S. 872.06); 
o. first degree burglary or attempted first degree burglary (F.S. 810.02); 
p. arson or attempted arson (F.S. 806.01); 
q. aggravated assault (F.S. 784.021); 
r. aggravated stalking (F.S. 784.048); 
s. aggravated battery or aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer or other specified 
officer (F .S. 784.07); 
t. first degree trafficking in illegal substances (F.S. 893.135); 
u. aircraft piracy (F.S. 860.16); 
v. unlawful throwing, placing, or discharging of a destructive device or bomb (F .S. 
790.161); 
w. facilitating or furthering terrorism (F.S. 775.31); 
x. treason (F.S. 876.32); or 
y. any offense committed in another jurisdiction that would be an offense listed in this 
paragraph if that offense had been committed in this State. 

5. The person has not been declared to be one of the following: 
a. Habitual Violent Felony Offender under F.S. 775.084(l)(b); 
b. Three-time Violent Felony Offender under F.S. 775.084(l)(c); 
c. Violent Career Criminal under F.S. 775.084; 
d. Prison Releasee Reoffender under F.S. 775.082(9)(a); 
e. Sexual PredatorunderF.S. 775.21; 
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6. In the case of restoration of civil rights, (a) the person must be a citizen of the United States; 
and (b) if convicted in a court other than a Florida court, the person must be a legal resident of Florida. 

7. In the case of restoring alien status under Florida Law, the person must be domiciled in Florida. 

B. Action by Clemency Board 

The Florida Parole Commission shall review the records of individuals released by the 
Department of Corrections by expiration of sentence or from community supervision, who are identified 
as eligible for automatic approval of restoration of civil rights. If an individual meets all requirements 
under Rule 9(A), then the Coordinator shall provide that information to the Clemency Board, and 
pursuant to executive order, issue a certificate that grants restoration of civil rights or alien status under 
Florida Law in the State of Florida, without the specific authority to own, possess or use firearms. Article 
IV, Section 8 of the Florida Constitution provides that an executive order granting clemency requires the 
signature of the Governor and two members of the Clemency Board. A person who is not eligible for 
automatic restoration of civil rights under Rule 9(A), and is not eligible for restoration of civil rights 
without a hearing under Rule 10, may request restoration of civil rights pursuant to Rule 6. 

C. Out-of-State or Federal Convictions 

If the person has been convicted in a court other than a court of the State of Florida, a request for 
the restoration of civil rights or alien status under Florida law must be submitted in accordance with Rule 
6. Such request shall be reviewed by the Florida Parole Commission to determine if the requirements 
under Rule 9(A) are met. If the Commission certifies that all of the requirements in Rule 9(A) are met, the 
Coordinator shall follow procedures for the automatic restoration of civil rights as enumerated herein. 

10. Restoration of Civil Rights or Alien Status under Florida Law Without a Hearing 

A. Criteria for Eligibility 

As provided in paragraph 10 C, an individual may have his or her civil rights or alien status under 
Florida law restored, excluding the specific authority to own, possess, or use firearms, without a hearing, 
if the following requirements are met: 

1. The person has completed all sentences imposed and all conditions of supervision have 
expired or been completed, including but not limited to, imprisonment, parole, probation, 
community control, control release, and conditional release; 

2. The person has no outstanding detainers or pending criminal charges; 

3. The person has paid all restitution pursuant to a court order or civil judgment and obligations 
pursuant to Chapter 960, Florida Statutes; 

4. The person has never been convicted of one of the following crimes: 
a. murder, attempted murder, attempted felony murder, manslaughter (F.S. Chapter 782); 
b. DUI manslaughter (F.S. 316.193(3)); 
c. sexual battery, attempted sexual battery (F.S. 794.011) 
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d. lewd or lascivious battery, attempted lewd or lascivious battery, lewd or lascivious 
molestation, lewd or lascivious conduct, or lewd or lascivious exhibition (F.S. Chapter 
800); 
e. lewd or lascivious offense upon or in the presence of an elderly or disabled person, 
attempted lewd or lascivious offense upon or in the presence of an elderly or disabled 
person (F.S. 825.1025); 
f. sexual performance by a child, attempted sexual performance by a child (F.S. 827.071); 
g. aggravated child abuse (F.S. 827.03); 
h. failure to register as a sexual predator (F.S. 775) or sexual offender ( F.S. 943.0435); 
i. facilitating or furthering terrorism (F.S. 775.31); 
j. treason (F.S. 876.32); or 
k. any offense committed in another jurisdiction that would be an offense listed in this 
paragraph if that offense had been committed in this State. 

5. The person has not been declared to be a Sexual Predator under F.S. 775.21; 

6. In the case of restoration of civil rights, (a) the person must be a citizen of the United States; and 
(b) if convicted in a court other than a Florida court, the person must be a legal resident of Florida. 

7. In the case of restoring alien status under Florida Law, the person must be domiciled in Florida. 

B. Criteria for 15 Year Eligibility 

Except as provided in paragraph 10 C, an individual may have his or her civil rights or alien status 
under Florida law restored, excluding the specific authority to own, possess, or use firearms, without a 
hearing, if the following requirements are met: 

1. The person has remained crime and arrest free for a period of 15 years or more after 
completion of all sentences imposed and all conditions of supervision have expired or been 
completed, including but not limited to, imprisonment, parole, probation, community control, 
control release, and conditional release; 

2. The person has paid all restitution pursuant to a court order or civil judgment and 
obligations pursuant to Chapter 960, Florida Statutes; 

3. In the case of restoration of civil rights, (a) the person must be a citizen of the United 
States; and (b) if convicted in a court other than a Florida court, the person must be a legal resident 
of Florida. 

4. In the case of restoring alien status under Florida Law, the person must be domiciled in 
Florida. 

C. Approval by Clemency Board 

The Florida Parole Commission shall review the records of all individuals released by the 
Department of Corrections by expiration of sentence or community supervision to certify their eligibility 
for restoration of civil rights or alien status under Florida law without a hearing. The Coordinator shall 
issue a preliminary review list of individuals eligible for restoration of civil rights or alien status under 
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Florida law without a hearing to the Clemency Board members. If the Governor plus two members 
approve an individual's restoration of civil rights or alien status under Florida law without a hearing 
within 30 days of issuance of the preliminary review list, the Coordinator shall, by executive order, issue 
a certificate that grants the individual restoration of civil rights or alien status under Florida law in the 
State of Florida, without the specific authority to own, possess, or use firearms. If approval is not granted, 
that candidate will be notified, and may pursue restoration of these rights pursuant to Rule 6. 

D. Out-of-State or Federal Convictions 

If the person has been convicted in a court other than a court of the State of Florida, a request for 
the restoration of civil rights or alien status under Florida law must be submitted in accordance with Rule 
6. Such request shall be reviewed by the Florida Parole Commission to determine if the requirements 
under Rule lO(A) are met. If the Commission certifies that all of the requirements in Rule lO(A) are met, 
the Coordinator shall follow procedures for the restoration of civil rights or alien status without a hearing 
as enumerated herein. 

11. Hearings by the Clemency Board on Pending Applications 

A. Cases on the Agenda 

After the Parole Commission investigation is complete, the Coordinator may place upon the 
agenda for consideration by the Clemency Board at its next scheduled meeting: 

1. Timely applications that meet the eligibility requirements under Rule 
5 for which any investigation, report and recommendation, conducted under Rule 7, has 
been completed; 

2. Cases in which an applicant has obtained a waiver under Rule 8 or when Rule 17 has been 
invoked so long as any investigation, report and recommendation conducted under Rule 7 has been 
completed. 

B. Distribution of Agenda 

The Coordinator shall prepare an agenda which shall include all cases that qualify for a hearing 
under Subsection A of this Rule. A preliminary agenda shall be distributed to the Clemency Board at least 
10 days before the next scheduled meeting. 

C. Failure of Applicant to Comply With Rules 

An applicant's failure to comply with any rule of executive clemency may result in refusal, 
without notice, to place an application on the agenda for consideration. 

12. Hearings Before the Clemency Board 

A. Scheduled Meetings 

The Clemency Board will meet in the months of March, June, September, and December of each 
year, or at such times as set by the Clemency Board. The Governor may call a special meeting at any time 
for any reason. 
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