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FIGURE A3
More New York Notification Literature
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FIGURE A4

North Carolina Notification Brochure (Front)

proper woting district. 1 you use a P.O. Box
8 your sreat address, the form will not be
processed. {However, a P.O. Box may be
wsed as your mailing sddress )

*  The county board of slestions must receive
your somplated form at lesst 15 days befors
ke cloction if you wish 15 vots in thar slse-
tian. Gtharwise, you can register and vete at
anvy Ore-Step Site in yeur caunty during One-
‘Stop Absentes Voting (s specified in Step
2. Voter registration is permarant snd you
do ot resd 1 register for ssch skotion.

*  Tha county board of sleztions will sand »

Yeu ean go 1o vots [your “polling place”)
BTEP 2: VOTE

*  You can vote at the poling place listed on
vour vater card, & One-5tap poliing site, of by
absantes ballot.

*  For directions on haw to vote by sbesntes
baliot or at a One-Stop voting location, ses
Step 2 on the inside of the bischurs.

REMEMEER, IF ¥ OU MOVE WITHIN THE
COUNTY, YOU MUST NOTIFY YOUR
BOARD OF ELECTIONS OF THE MOVE . IF YOU
MOVE CUT OF THE COUNTY OR STATE, YOU
MUST RE-REGISTER TO VOTE IN THE NEW
COUNTY OR STATE, ¥OU MAY ALSD USE THE
SAME FORM TO CANCEL YOUR TION
N YOUR OLD COUNTY O STATE

For additional information on voter registration,
absantes balots, of locating your county board
of slections, contact:

State Board of Elsctions
P.O. Box 27285
Faleigh, NG 27611-7285
Telaphone. (818) 733-7173
Website; srww sboe 1M, e U8
O call 108 free:
1-888-OUR-VOTE

1f yeu have sver baan a misdemaanant or felon
and you ane nat sure of your vating rights ar
ave recaived conflicting information from
govemmant officials about vour voting rights,
plasse contact the ACLU of North Carclina.

Viting Rights Project
Amarican Civil Liberties Union of
Nerth Carolina
P.0. Bex 28004

igh, NC 27611-8004

Website: ww aclucinorthearching crg

NORTH CAROLINA
STATE BOARD OF
ELECTIONS

Know Your
Voting Rights

A Misdemeanant
& Ex-Felon’s
Guide to Voting
in North Carolina

HC Siate Board of Blectons
508 Morth Hurringon Suest
Ralsigh, NC 27803
Phone: §19-733-7173
Fax: §18-718:0138
Vitit our Wibste: vy ibos state nc us

FIGURE A5

North Carolina Notification Brochure (Back)

STEPS FOR MISDEMEANANTS AND
PERSONS AWAITING TRIAL

In North Carolina, being convicted of a misde-
masner doss ROt mesn that you lose your right to
vote. You can vote whils sanving your misde-
mesnor sontance or whils swsitng trisl for a
falony of misdemesnce. Fellow the stepe below
0 that you can vete in the e election,

STEF 1: REGISTER TO VOTE

* I you are nct slready egistened 1o vote, you
o mgister 1o vote by using & mailin voter
registration lorm, You can get a form from
your county board of elections office, public
Bbrary, of onlinge 8t woww sboo state nc us.

*  Onthe form, it asks “where you now live.”
Use the addiess of the place where you
would v if you were net in jal.  This
‘address is the place where vou intend to
retum after imprisorment.

*  Mail the completed form to the county board
of alctions in the county “whare you lve™.
It you do nat have & dmver's keense, you will
be asked 10 Include part of your Sosial
Security number. ‘You may fird your courty
board of slections by contacting the Stae
Bcard of Elections. Contact information ks on
the back of this brochure. The completed
fTorm must include your physical streel
‘acdress 50 That you can be listed in the
proper voting district. If you write a P.O,
Baox as your street address, the form will not
be processed. However, 8 P.O. Box may be
wied a3 your mailng addiess.

*  The county board of elections must recenve
weur cornplated form ot beait 15 daysbefore
the elecsiom if you wish to vote in that slec-
tien. Otherwise, yau ean regiser and vete at
any One-Stop Site in your county dusting One-
‘Stop Absentee \oting (as specified in Step
2} Venar eagistration ie parmansnt snd you
do not nesd to register for sach slection.

®  The county board of elections will send a
card to the address you listed on the form,
with the name of your precinct and whese
Yeu can go 1o vote (your “poling place™).

STEP 2: VOTE

If you are sble, you Can VOTE in ParEOn S your
polling place on Elsction Day or &t One-Stop
woting (see below!, You may also vote using
an Absentee Ballot. 1f you are geing to be
incarcerated on Election Day, you can vote by
mail usng an absentes ballot,

To requeet an sbeartes ballot, you msy send
& signed wiitten request 1o your county board
of slections after you register 15 vols,
sbsentes baliots are made avalable 50 days
bators the election un 5:00 p.m. on the
Tuseday a waek bafore an slection.

You can register 1o vots and request an
sbsentes ballot 3 the same time. Ee sure
that your request is mailed early encugh to
recaive, complete, and mail your registration
Form to your courty board of elections to
meet the registration deadline ino later than
26 days before elections).

If the county beard of elections determines
that you are aligible to vote, they will mail the
registration form and sbsentes ballot 1o you.
Weu may be asked 1o serd a decumens show-
ing your name srd address. You may request
that the ballot be mailed 1o any address
inchuding the jal where you are incarcerated,
The ballot can also be maled to a frierd or
relative and thot parscn can bring the ballot to
wou, Howaver, only you may vota the ballat.
Pleass follow the instructions on the sbsentes
bailet. Fer sxample, the sbsentes ballot must
be witnessed by two persons; if not, the
ballet will not be courted

As aquallied citizen, you may slso register
and vots 81 the same Time Bt one of your
county's One-Stop Sites. One-Siop Absentes
Voting runs for 17 days staning the 3rd
Thursday umil the Saurdey & 1:00 p.m. o

sites. Check with your local county boaed of
slections for your One-Stop voting options
and lecations. Proper Kentification is re-
quired,

STEPS FOR FORMER FELONS

If you aee convisted of & falony in Norh Caclina,
vou temporarily lose your citzenship rights,

‘concalled by the county board of slections with
N action on your part, Any attempt 1o regiter
o vate while you are an active felon is a felony,
However, sfuer & The Terme of your
sarmance (ncluding parole, probation, and
restitution], you do not have to do anything to
have your citizenship rights restored.  Those
fights are macmatically restored (N.C. Gen. Stat.
13-1]. Registering 1o vote, again or for the fimy
i, | all you will need to do befors voting in
the county where you reside after your discharge.

Ilml\lnmm‘mulmluﬂm
fior a felony comvction or have been

vou are oligitle to vote in North Carclina, 'l'e
avoid potential difficulties with registering and
woting, you should ask for your Certificate of
Resteration of Forleited Rights of Citizenship from
vour relessing officer IN.C. Gen. Stat. 13-2].

This is ot necessary 1o register or vots, but may
ke it aasier should you encounter any
problers.

In order to vote in North Carcling elections, folow
the sieps bated below:

STEP 1: REGISTER TO VOTE

*  Former convicted felons must register again
1o vote In your current county of residence.

* Vou ean regimer by mail using 3 malin veter
registration ferm. You ean rceive thia form
by writing or calling your county board of
slections office, visiting a public library, o
cnling 5t waw shen state re Ut

*  Mal the completed form to the county board
of slections in the county “where you lve™.
1t you do not have a driver's icense, you will
be asked 1o inchude part of your Social
Security number. You may find your county
board of elections by contacting the State

Board 5. Contact information is on
the back of this brochure. Tha completed
include your physical strest ad-

dress 5o that you can be listed in the
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FIGURE A6

Registration and 2008 Turnout by Quarter of Discharge in New Mexico

Percent Matched to Active Registration
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FIGURE A7

Registration and 2008 Turnout by Quarter of Discharge in North Carolina

Percent Matched to Active Registration
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Notes

1. The Brennan Center data reported to us by Erika Wood, Deputy Director of the Democracy
Program, in an email dated March, 11, 2011.

2. In addition, Florida and Virginia passed laws mandating that the state provide information to indi-
viduals about how they can restore their voting rights. Bills were also introduced in Alabama and New
Jersey that included notification requirements as part of a package of reforms that expanded the voting
rights of the criminally disenfranchised.

3. In fact, Mitt Romney, the eventual Republican nominee, did run television ads criticizing Rick
Santorum for voting in support of ex-felon voting rights in the U.S. Senate (Dinan 2012).

4. Louisiana is not included in our analysis because criminal justice discharge records are not public
record.

5. For example, Burch (2011) defines a match as a voter file record that has the same last name, first
name, and date of birth as a record in the discharge data.

6. Individuals who do not go onto parole upon discharge from prison will also not appear in our data.
Auxiliary data show between 10 and 20 percent of prison discharges do not go on parole.

7. As a point of comparison, 49, 24, and 26 percent of all active registrants affiliate as Democrats,
Republicans, and with no party or a minor party, respectively.

8. As a robustness check, we also run the New York matching procedure initially screening on birth
year for a random sample of 10 percent of the New Mexico discharges between 1/1/2005-9/30/2008; 2.7
percent of the observations in this sample did not match to an observation in the voter file using our
original matching procedure, but did match to an observation in the voter file using the more inclusive
name matching procedure. Further examination revealed that a majority of these matches appeared to be
a discharge record matching to another person’s voter file record, suggesting that we would not want to
use this matching procedure even in the absence of computational constraints.

9. As a point of comparison, 51, 32, and 18 percent of all active registrants affiliate as Democrats,
Republicans, and with no party or a minor party, respectively.

10. Around one-third of dischargees between November 3, 2004, and September 30, 2008, recidivate.

11. One concern about using a 2013 voter file to measure 2008 turnout is that a number of 2008 voting
records may have been attenuated out of the file.

12. For example, we do not know whether an individual who was discharged in October 2007, at age
23 would be 28 or 29 in April 2013.

13. Of the observations in this sample, 6.3 percent did not match to an observation in the voter file
using our original matching procedure, but did match to an observation in the voter file using the more
inclusive name matching procedure. Like in New Mexico, further analysis suggested that most of these
matches were likely false matches.

14. The turnout rate is about 2 percentage points larger if we condition on not recidivating as we do in
New Mexico and New York.

15. Forty-three, 31, and 26 percent of active registrants affiliate as Democrats, Republicans, and with
no party or a minor party, respectively.

16. This is consistent with the finding of Meredith (2009) that eligibility to vote in previous elections
increases the probability of being registered and voting in subsequent elections.

17. An alternative approach would be to use a more traditional RDD specification that estimates sepa-
rate polynomials for time since discharge before and after notification (Meredith and Morse 2013). This
approach attempts to calculate the discontinuous change in political participation on the exact date that
notification begins. Because we received slightly conflicting information about the exact date that the
notification mandate began in some states and we cannot be sure that street-level criminal justice officials
began implementing notification on this date, we decided not to use this approach.

18. All effect sizes reported, holding all other variables at their sample means.

19. Sending information via mail is not without its own downsides, as contact information for this
population may quickly become out of date. Gerber et al. (2013) find that 39 percent of letters were
returned in a field experiment that targeted ex-felons at their last known address.
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