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Summary 

• Jokowi’s polling lead remains large and consistent. There may be signs of narrowing 

• PDI-P remains on track for first place, but its final tally is likely to be lower than 

anticipated. Changed rules and improving support among the smaller parties will lessen 

the impact of its strong poll numbers.  

• In dapil-level polling, incumbent Islamic parties consistently outperform a simple model 

of party support—one of several signs that these parties will return to parliament 

• Prabowo’s best demographic is among the youngest voters, and Prabowo supporters 

score high on a new measure of resentment.   

Presidential Polls 

Polls have been consistent in predicting a Jokowi victory; new polls suggest a moderate 

narrowing, likely driven by undecided Prabowo leaners openly stating their preference 

• Polls of the presidential race have found that incumbent president Jokowi holds a large 

and stable lead over Prabowo. In three-candidate surveys (i.e. those that treat “tidak tahu 

/ tidak jawab” as a choice in the election), Jokowi regularly polls at or near fifty percent, 

while Prabowo only occasionally exceeds 35 percent. In a two-candidate contest with 

undecided or unresponsive answers removed, Jokowi has polled above 60 percent in all 

but four surveys, while Prabowo has rarely exceeded 40 percent. This is an unusual level 

of stability in public opinion.  

• Like the share of support received in the survey, the gap between the candidates has been 

quite consistent. Most pollsters have found gaps of over 20 percent when TT/TJ 

respondents are included. In several recent polls, the number of TT/TJ respondents in 

polls has fallen below the number needed to close the gap.  

• A Kompas poll that showed a gap of 12 percent (49 to 37) between Jokowi and Prabowo 

recently raised hopes among Prabowo supporters and caused consternation in the Jokowi 

camp. Although the poll was released the week of 18 Mar, it was actually in the field 

from 22 Feb to 5 March. These are the same field dates as an SMRC poll that found 

Jokowi had 58 percent of the vote intention, while Prabowo had 32 percent. Because 

SMRC released earlier, the Kompas poll drove a news cycle. An average of the Kompas 

poll and SMRC poll likely forms a better snapshot of public opinion in the final week of 

February.  

• More generally, although my research (see section on voters and motivation) provides 

some evidence that they are moderately pro-Jokowi, it would not be surprising if the 

remaining TT/TJ respondents lean against Jokowi.  
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• Most Indonesian pollsters use identical sampling strategies. They differ in the size of 

their samples, the quality of their management, and their owners’ desire for publicity. The 

Kompas survey is notable because it used a different approach and obtained a different 

result. Where other surveyors choose 10 respondents from 100 to 250 villages, the 

Kompas survey chose 4 respondents from 500 villages. In general, it is preferable to have 

more clusters (in this design, villages are clusters). However, it is unusual to choose only 

four respondents per cluster. There is no clear way in which this design might bias the 

result; if the Kompas poll turns out to perform better than competing polls, it will be a 

sign that wider coverage is more important than Indonesia’s pollsters have believed.  

• The most recent available survey was fielded by CSIS from 15 to 22 March. Like most 

surveys fielded in February and March, it found support for Jokowi to be slightly higher 

than 50 percent, support for Prabowo a few percentage points above 30, with 14 percent 

of respondents not answering or saying their answer was secret and one percent claiming 

not to have made a choice yet. Compared to polls in late February, which used similar 

sample sizes and sampling designs, the CSIS poll identifies slightly lower support for 

Jokowi and about the same level of support for Prabowo.  

Poll accuracy and individual pollsters 

• A poll released in February by Indomatrik raised questions when it found a four-

percentage point gap between Jokowi and Prabowo. Indomatrik is the successor the 

discredited Puskaptis organization that falsified its quick count in the 2014 presidential 

election. Indomatrik does appear to have actually fielded the survey. Their narrow result 

was achieved by counting TT/TJ respondents who listed “tegas” as an important quality 

in a president as supporters of Prabowo. They did not use an equivalent model to 

calculate Jokowi support, counting only explicit statements of support for Jokowi.  

• Gerindra general secretary Arief Poyuono has claimed that a Gerindra internal survey 

shows public support for Prabowo at 54 percent and support for Jokowi at 40 percent. 

There is little reason to believe that this survey exists, and less reason to believe the 

statement reflects an accurate measurement. It is worth noting that the numbers provided 

by Poyuono are what one would obtain by switching Jokowi’s and Prabowo’s names on 

other polls.  

• The Australian pollster Roy Morgan did well predicting the results of the presidential 

election in 2014. Its track record in the legislative race is, however, poor. Its current 

legislative poll has yielded similar outlier measurements. The problem is likely Roy 

Morgan’s sampling design. The pollster surveys a little over 1,000 respondents (an 

acceptable number) in 17 of the Indonesia’s 34 provinces. Other pollsters survey in all or 

nearly all provinces. A 17-province survey is capable of estimating national-level support 

for a candidate with moderate support nationwide. Legislative electoral geography is 

more complex; the omission of half of Indonesia’s provinces effectively guarantees poor 

measurements. Roy Morgan’s track record of massively overestimating support for the 

PDI-P is a predictable outcome of a sampling design ill-suited to its task. 

  



 3 

 
 

 



 4 

The Legislative Race 

PDI-P and Gerindra are holding steady 

One year ago, Gerindra pulled past Golkar in the polls. PDI-P and Gerindra will with near 

certainty hold the first and second spots in parliament. Golkar appears to have stabilized around 

ten or eight percentage points, depending on whether a penalty is imposed for underperforming 

polls in the past.  

The incumbent Islamic parties are all likely to return to parliament 

PKB is comfortably past the four percent threshold. In fact, it may rank third in share of the 

national vote. Because PKB’s geographic reach is limited, it is unlikely to win more seats than 

Golkar, even if its final share of the nationwide vote is higher. The remaining Islamic parties are, 

for the first time, polling above or close to the electoral threshold. As these parties consistently 

outperform their national polls, they are likely to return to parliament.  

No new party is likely to enter; NasDem appears set to return 

On a few occasions, Perindo has polled well for a new party, with a polling history similar to that 

of NasDem in 2014. In the most recent polls, Perindo has around two percent. There are no signs 

in dapil-level polls that the party is likely to overperform its national polls. No other new party 

appears to have a chance. NasDem has repeatedly polled above the threshold and will likely 

return to parliament.   

 

party 
Time-weighted 
polling average 

Time-weighted polling 
average plus pollster 
effects correction 

pdip 25.3 21.6 

gerindra 13.7 14.9 

golkar 10.1 8.2 

pkb 7.4 10.2 

demokrat 5.2 8.2 

pks 3.8 7.1 

nasdem 3.6 6.5 

ppp 3.4 5.1 

pan 3.0 5.8 

perindo 2.3 2.3 

psi 1.0 1.0 

hanura 0.8 0.1 

pbb 0.4 0.9 

berkarya 0.3 0.3 

pkpi 0.3 0.8 

garuda 0.2 0.2 

undecided 19.4 6.8 
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Results from dapil polls 

Comparing the results of early-March Indikator polls to a simple model of party support 

suggests we can expect incumbent Islamic parties and NasDem to return to parliament 

• Previous polling misses mean that to make use of national polling data, we need a model 

of the relationship between that data and the results in the dapil. I use a simple model to 

benchmark parties’ performance in dapil-level polls. The model says, simply, that a 

party’s vote share in a given dapil will be equal to the party’s present national polling 

average plus the difference between the party’s 2014 national vote share and its 2014 

vote share in that dapil. Using this formula, we can check whether parties are over- or 

underperforming their 2014 vote in the dapil where we have polling data.  

• New polling from Indikator covers 20 dapil, and provides useful insight into the 

relationship between the simple model of within-dapil vote choice and the current 

environment. The underlying principle of the simple model is that predicted vote share in 

each dapil is a function of the current national polling environment and the gap between 

national-level and dapil-level vote results in 2014. In prior iterations of the model, known 

polling biases could only be corrected at the national level. With dapil-level poll results, I 

can now fine-tune the model and better understand what is going on.  

• A first look at the dapil polling asks, simply, in the 20 dapil polled, are parties performing 

better than the sum of their national polling average and their past performance in that 

dapil, or are they underperforming that target? 

party overperform underperform ratio 

pkpi 4 1 4.0 

pan 15 4 3.8 

pbb 10 4 2.5 

demokrat 12 6 2.0 

pks 12 6 2.0 

pkb 12 7 1.7 

hanura 9 7 1.3 

golkar 10 9 1.1 

ppp 10 9 1.1 

gerindra 9 11 0.8 

berkarya 7 10 0.7 

nasdem 7 11 0.6 

pdip 6 14 0.4 

garuda 3 8 0.4 

psi 3 13 0.2 
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• The table above shows whether parties are performing better than national polling and 

past performance in a dapil would lead us to expect. In the 20 polled dapil, PAN, PKB, 

PBB, Demokrat, and PKS consistently outperformed the combination of national time-

weighted average with past performance in the dapil. This is yet another sign that 

national polls underestimate support for Islamic parties.  

• I expect all incumbent Islamic parties to return to parliament, despite the challenge of the 

increased threshold. In 2014, no pollster measured support for Islamic parties sufficient to 

cross the then-current threshold of 3.5 percent; all four incumbent Islamic parties did. In 

this election, polled support for Islamic parties is a bit higher than it was in 2014. In fact, 

some polls have placed PAN above the threshold for entering parliament.  

• PDI-P’s underperformance in dapil polls is consistent with the party’s tendency to win a 

lower share of the vote than pollsters expect. Previous reports address the consistent 

underestimation of Islamic parties; those underestimates are the most likely source of the 

consistent overestimation of support for the PDI-P.   

PPP may be in trouble, but we cannot yet see the impact of arrests 

• It now appears that PPP, rather than PAN is at greater risk of failing to cross the 

threshold. Recent polls have delivered mixed results for PPP, with some finding support 

for the party at its lowest levels since November 2018, and others finding it roughly tied 

with the electoral threshold. Dapil polls suggest that it is neither overperforming nor 

underperforming national polls when adjusting for the dapil’s past voting history. This is 

a troubling outcome for a party that needs to outperform its national polling average.  

• PPP now faces serious challenges as an organization. The recent arrests of the 

Romahurmuziy the party’s leader, and religion minister Lukman Syaifuddin, also of the 

party, may damage the party’s national standing, and will likely disrupt some portions of 

the PPP’s planned campaign activities. The CSIS poll did capture some of this period, 

and registered a lower level of support for PPP than two other recent polls.   

• It remains a risky bet to predict that an incumbent Islamic party will fail to cross the 

electoral threshold, especially when that party is performin better in the polls than at the 

same point in the previous election.  

NasDem’s national polls are strong, but its dapil-level underperformance is cause for concern 

• In the 2014 election, the NasDem party outperformed its national polls by a wide margin. 

Four of the seven polls conducted in the last six weeks have NasDem above the current 4 

percent electoral threshold. In the previous election, all polls found NasDem support 

below the 3.5 percent electoral threshold. Two polls that have NasDem below the 

threshold estimate its level of support within 1.5 percent of the threshold; in 2014, there 

was a three percentage-point gap between NasDem polls and final support. NasDem’s 

worst recent performance is in the unreliable Roy Morgan poll.  

• While at the national level, support for NasDem looks good enough to reach the 

threshold, the party consistently underperforms in dapil-level polls. This suggests that 
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while NasDem will likely cross the threshold, it may not see a large change in the number 

of seats it holds despite greatly improved pre-election performance relative to 2014. 

Legislative Seat Predictions 

A model that combines dapil and national polls with past voting history suggests that new 

election rules may have a larger impact than anticipated  

• The moderate improvement in the polling fortunes of the Islamic parties and NasDem has 

resulted in a sharp drop in the number of seats predicted to be won by PDI-P and 

Gerindra, relative to previous models. The model is currently being redesigned to 

appropriately handle a polling environment in which fewer parties are facing elimination.  

• An across-the-board improvement in the performance of smaller parties would be 

especially damaging to the PDI-P thanks to the newly adopted rules for allocating seats. 

The new rules make it very difficult to win more than two seats in any dapil. As the front-

runner party in most districts, PDI-P is more likely than any other party to lose a marginal 

seat if rival parties perform slightly better.  

Demographics of support for Jokowi and Prabowo 

A model-based approach to measuring public opinion 

• Using data from a survey of 4,260 voters conducted by Indikator Politik and multi-level 

modeling and poststratification (MRP), I separately estimate support for each candidate 

in the upcoming presidential election. The MRP approach allows estimates of public 

opinion within narrow sub-groups of the population. These sub-groups can be 

demographic (i.e. under-21 ethnically Minang Muslim males living in South Sumatra) or 

geographic (i.e. the unpolled residents of Kabupaten Deli Serdang in North Sumatra). 

The MRP models used here calculate support for Jokowi, Prabowo, and undecided 

(TT/TJ) in 3,259 demographic categories  

Jokowi is struggling among the youngest voters but holds a narrow lead among critical 

demographics. Non-Muslims are responsible for the large gap between the candidates 

• In the national survey on which the MRP estimates are based, 47 percent of polled 

respondents intend to support Jokowi, 29 percent intend to support Prabowo, and 24 

percent of respondents did not answer or did not indicate a preference.  

• MRP modeling confirms concerns that Jokowi is polling poorly among young voters and 

faces close margins in the largest demographics—Muslims aged 26 to 55. Because 

almost all non-Muslims prefer Jokowi, his narrow lead in the largest demographics turns 

into a comfortable margin.  

• Muslim males under 22 are the only demographic in which Prabowo has a comfortable 

lead.  

There are large differences in support for the candidates by religion, geography, ethnicity, age, 

and gender, in that order 

• Demographic data indicate steady support for Jokowi across age tiers. Age is a powerful 

predictor of Prabowo support—younger voters are his strongest supporters; older voters 
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find him most objectionable. There is a moderate pro-Jokowi tendency among women in 

all demographic groups. Geography is a consistent strong predictor. Ethnicity predicts 

vote choice independent of geography. Religion is the most powerful predictor of pro-

Jokowi tendencies: non-Muslims overwhelmingly prefer Jokowi.  

 

• Young Muslim males’ preference for Prabowo may be a sign of greater conservatism 

among members of this demographic. It may also be contingent on the candidates. Note 

that the age band in which Prabowo performs well is the only group of voters not old 

enough to have voted in 2014.  

Resentment politics: a framework for thinking about the Prabowo coalition 

• A recent Indikator survey included my battery of questions designed to measure voters’ 

attitudes towards common sources of resentment in Indonesia. The questions focused on 

four kinds of resentments. They were: 1) Resentment towards the role of Java in politics 

and culture, 2) the belief that other parts of the country receive better treatment from the 

government than deserved, 3) Resentment towards Chinese-Indonesians, and 4) the belief 

that religious minorities receive preferential treatment.  

• In a preliminary analysis, I found that the combined resentment index (the result of 

aggregating all 19 questions for each respondent) was predictive of presidential vote 

preference. Supporters of Jokowi scored lower on the resentment scale, while supporters 

of Prabowo were much more likely to affirm multiple resentments. Voters who did not 

indicate a presidential preference had similar resentment scores to Jokowi supporters.   

 

religion gender age jokowi prabowo undecided margin share

Muslim Male 21 or Under 39 47 16 -8 4.58

Muslim Female 21 or Under 40 42 18 -2 4.34

Muslim Male 22 to 25 39 39 22 0 5.13

Muslim Female 22 to 25 39 36 25 3 4.93

Muslim Male 26 to 40 41 38 21 3 17.24

Muslim Female 26 to 40 41 35 24 6 17.21

Muslim Male 41 to 55 40 33 26 7 12.3

Muslim Female 41 to 55 40 30 29 10 12.22

Muslim Male Over 55 40 29 30 12 4.7

Muslim Female Over 55 39 26 34 13 4.88

Non-Muslim Male 21 or Under 68 7 12 61 0.72

Non-Muslim Female 21 or Under 68 6 14 62 0.66

Non-Muslim Male 22 to 25 68 5 17 63 0.78

Non-Muslim Female 22 to 25 69 5 20 64 0.73

Non-Muslim Male 26 to 40 69 5 16 64 2.42

Non-Muslim Female 26 to 40 69 4 18 65 2.38

Non-Muslim Male 41 to 55 69 4 21 65 1.71

Non-Muslim Female 41 to 55 70 4 23 66 1.69

Non-Muslim Male Over 55 72 4 25 69 0.67

Non-Muslim Female Over 55 72 3 29 69 0.7
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