
His professional trajectory is equally storybook: Born in Vietnam, his family 
lived as refugees in Thailand.  Now Tran is assistant professor of sociology at  
Columbia University. His area of expertise blends immigration, gentrification, 
ethnic relations, social inequality and public policy, and his unique perspective 
has fueled his desire to lift others.

Where did this immigration scholar and urban sociologist become fascinated 
with inner-city melting pots? Hostos Community College. “My time at Hostos 
was transformative,” Tran noted. “The moment I stepped foot on campus, I saw 
flags from all over the world hanging from the C-Building ceiling. It was so 
reflective of Hostos’ spirit.” One core area of his research is the intergenerational 
integration of Hispanic and Latino immigrants. These first ideas originated 
from his exposure to classmates at Hostos as he wondered who they were, why 
they were here, and what their American experience was like. Through studying 
sociology, Tran found the answer to all of his questions.

When he came to the U.S. in 1998 with his family, Tran worked in a hardware 
store. Dreaming of pursuing a college degree, he carefully went through the 
Yellow Pages alphabetically, calling each institution and inquiring the cost of 
education. Upon encountering Hostos, he realized that following his dream 
would be financially feasible. 

The Hostos alum, who graduated in 2002, recalls the moment he was inspired 
 to give back. “As I reflected upon my journey, I remembered how I arrived in 
NYC as a refugee. It was Hostos that gave me the opportunity to achieve my 
own version of the American dream.” Although now a professor, Tran came from 
a low-income background and identifies with the students' need for financial 
support. “The support I received made all the difference in what I have achieved.”

A longtime supporter of Hostos, Tran concluded years ago that “there is no 
time like now” to give and simply donates to the College and other institutions 
of higher learning that guided him toward his educational calling. He gives 
back as a way of demonstrating his gratitude to the institution that provided 
him with an education and launched him into the professional career he holds 
and the professor he is today. He also believes in the significance of giving to 
the next generation of students. “It is important to provide opportunities to 
the next generation of students who, like me, arrived from all over the world 
to Hostos. They should also have a fair shot of achieving their own American 
dream. I think this is the most meaningful aspect of giving.” 

VAN C. TRAN

Dr. Van Tran’s educational journey reads like a poem: 

From Hostos, 
to Hunter, 
to Harvard. 

As I reflected upon my journey,  
I remembered how  I arrived in  
NYC as a refugee. It was Hostos  
that gave me the opportunity to 
achieve my own version of the 
American dream.

A JOURNEY 
OF GRATITUDE
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