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accelerating, and the trend of energy electrification, energy networking and energy digitalization is increasing. At the
same time, under the impact of the COVID-19, some radical and political emission reduction measures in the low-
carbon transition process have also exacerbated an international energy short-term supply-demand imbalance which
has resulted in soaring energy prices and electricity shortages in many countries. The ongoing global energy shortage
underlines the complexity of the international energy transition, and foreshadows that the low-carbon transition process
will face many energy security problems. The global energy geopolitical landscape is brewing many new changes.

Keywords: carbon neutral, international energy politics, new type of energy security, geopolitics, critical minerals,

electricity security

Transformation of African Regional Development

Zhang Chun and Zhou Qiong

Abstract: Against the backdrop of COVID-19 pandemic, African regional international system is stepping into a new
period of transformation due to the pandemic. At the national level, the developments of economic reconstruction,
political localization, and complex security development, are pushing African countries into a period of adjustment full
of uncertainties. At the regional level, governance bodies represented by the African Union (AU) are entering a new
period of reform due to severe deficits in terms of governance capacity and external supports. The driving forces
provided by middle powers are facing challenges in terms of sustainability. At the global level, the strategic
competition between great powers provoked by the US and Europe is spreading to Africa.

Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic, Africa, international system, developmental transformation

The US Strategic Community’s Taiwan Policy Debates and Their Implications

Zhou Wenxing

Abstract: The US strategic community is undertaking a new round of US Taiwan policy debates over whether to
adhere to the longstanding policy of strategic ambiguity or not. The “school of defending Taiwan,” which advocates
adjusting the policy of strategic ambiguity and US military intervention in any Taiwan Strait conflict, has sprung up
rapidly. But it is being attacked by the “school of Taiwan abandonment” and the “school of maintaining the status
quo.” Although the three schools share the same logical starting point aiming to maximize US interests in the
Strait and safeguard American hegemony, their different work experience, ideology and values, especially the
changing situation of China-US relations and US China policy, shaped their different policy cognition on US policy
toward Taiwan.

Keywords: Taiwan policy debate, “school of defending Taiwan”, China-US relations, the Taiwan question
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