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State-in-Society 2. 0: Toward Fourth-

Generation Theories of the State

Wang Yuhua

trans. by Liu Yifei

Editor’s Note: The state is the most powerful political organization in the
history of mankind, why did it emerge? Why are some states strong and others
weak ? Professor Yuhua Wang, the author of this paper, divides the theoretical
research on the state in post-World War II social sciences into three genera-
tions: the social-centered tradition represented by pluralism, structural-func-
tionalism and neo-Marxism; the state-centered tradition of “finding the state”
that emerged in the 1980s; and the state-in-society” tradition centered on
scholars like Joel Migdale. The author argues that these post-World War II stud-
ies of state theory were limited to a relatively short period of time and a specific
region. On this basis, the author reviews three works on state theory, James
C. Scott’s Against the Grain: A Profound History of the Early State ( Yale Univer-
sity Press, 2017) , David Stasavage’s The Rise and Fall of Democracy: A Global
History from Antiquity to Today ( Princeton University Press, 2020) , and Daron
Acemoglu and James A. Robinson’s The Narrow Corridor: The Fate of the State,
Society, and Freedom ( Penguin Press, 2019 ). An important innovation of
these three books is to look at state development as a dynamic process. In order
to deeply understand the relationship between state and society, it is necessary
to consider state and society as mutually transforming entities, thus the author
propose a model of “State-in-Society 2. 0” based on the analysis of elite struc-
tures in ancient China, which consists of three the ideal state — society nexus is
a star-shaped network, a bow-tie network, and a finger-loop network. This paper

provides a systematic and comprehensive overview of the literature on state theo-
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ry, on the basis of which a theoretical orientation is given to the new break-
throughs in state research, and the proposed analytical framework of the “State-
in-Society 2. 07 is of great significance for our further understanding of the inter-
action between state and society.

Keywords: The State; State Formation; State Development; Democracy;

State — Society Relations



