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Abstract: Law and Literature is an academic movement originated from American law schools in
1970s, and developed into a school or a field of legal studies. Yet there were also a lot suspicions
and criticisms that accompanied its development. Law and Literature is an intellectually
constructed union of some different disciplines’ studies, without any universal methodology. As
both object and approach of Law and Literature studies, literature has two implications. In the
narrow sense of the word, literature and law are two kinds of comparative tools of social control.
The long-standing tensions between them restrict their cooperation. In the narrow sense of the
word, literature contains law: Legal works are parts of the ubiquitous texts. The normally logical
attribution and empirically social attribution of Law and Literature studies have specified its fate
of neither prosperity nor perishment. The Law and Literature movement in America provides

various possibilities and inspirations for the innovation of Chinese legal studies.

Keywords: law and literature, methodology, interdisciplinary studies
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