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01:615:201INTRO	
  TO	
  LING	
  THEORY	
  
Assignment	
  3	
  	
  
Due	
  10/17	
  before	
  class	
  
______________________________________________________________________ 
Instructions:  
- No	
  email	
  submission.	
   
- Read	
  the	
  questions	
  carefully.	
  Make	
  sure	
  to	
  make	
  your	
  answers	
  legible.	
  They	
  can	
  be	
  handwritten	
  or	
  
typed.	
  The	
  more	
  you	
  motivate	
  your	
  answer,	
  the	
  more	
  likely	
  you	
  are	
  to	
  receive	
  credit.	
  Make	
  sure	
  any	
  
corrections	
  are	
  clear	
  and	
  easy	
  to	
  read. 
- You may discuss the assignment and collaborate with fellow students in study groups, but your work has 
to be written up individually.  
- If applicable, you need to provide the list of collaborators in your study group: 
 
 
 
Submission of this homework constitutes signing the following Pledge:	
  
On	
  my	
  honor,	
  I	
  have	
  neither	
  received	
  nor	
  given	
  any	
  unauthorized	
  assistance	
  on	
  this	
  assignment. 	
  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Question 1. Identify the thematic role of each NP in the following sentences: 
 
a. John kissed Mary. 
b. Mary was kissed by John. 
c. The news that John kissed Mary surprised Bill. 
d. Bill was surprised at the news that Mary was kissed by John. 
 
Question 2. Indicate whether the following sentence are ambiguous. If yes, is it a 
structural ambiguity, lexical ambiguity, or both? 
 
a. John hit the man with a bat. 
b. John hit the man in the park.  
c. In the park, the man was hit by John. 
d. The man in the park was hit by John. 
e. The man was hit by John in the park. 
 
 
Question 3 (This	
  exercise	
  requires	
  knowledge	
  of	
  elementary	
  set	
  theory.)	
  
A.	
  Suppose	
  that	
  the	
  reference	
  (meaning)	
  of	
  swims	
  points	
  out	
  the	
  set	
  of	
  
individuals	
  consisting	
  of	
  Anna,	
  Lu,	
  Paul,	
  and	
  Benjamin.	
  For	
  which	
  of	
  
the	
  following	
  sentences	
  are	
  the	
  truth	
  conditions	
  produced	
  by	
  Semantic	
  
Rule	
  I	
  met?	
  
i.	
  Anna	
  swims.	
  
ii.	
  Jack	
  swims.	
  
iii.	
  Benjamin	
  swims. 
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Question 4 For	
  the	
  pair	
  of	
  sentences,	
  indicate	
  whether	
  (a)	
  implies, or entails	
  (b).	
  
Assume	
  that	
  the	
  same	
  individual	
  is	
  referred	
  to	
  in	
  each	
  case	
  where	
  proper	
  
names/pronouns	
  are	
  repeated	
  in	
  a	
  and	
  b. 
 
(1)	
   a.	
  Adam	
  is	
  a	
  syntactician	
  who	
  likes	
  to	
  draw	
  phrase	
  structure	
  trees 

b.	
  Adam	
  is	
  a	
  linguist 
 

(2) a.	
  Adam	
  is	
  a	
  linguist who	
  likes	
  to	
  draw	
  phrase	
  structure	
  trees	
  
b.	
  Adam	
  is	
  a	
  syntactician 


