18 £ HARVARD UNIVERSITY

EDWIN O. REISCHAUER INSTITUTE OF JAPANESE STUDIES

CENTER FOR GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, SOUTH BUILDING
1730 CAMBRIDGE ST ¢ CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 o TEL: (617) 495-3220 ¢ FAX: (617) 496-8083 e http://rijs.fas.harvard.edu

18]

November 6, 2017
** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE **
Order of the Rising Sun awarded to Theodore C. Bestor, Harvard University

The Japanese government has conferred the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon,
on Theodore C. Bestor, Reischauer Institute Professor of Social Anthropology and Director of the
Edwin O. Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies at Harvard University.

The Order of the Rising Sun was Japan'’s first national decoration (1873) and is one of its highest
distinctions. This award honors Bestor’s extensive contributions to the study of Japan and to the
promotion of scholarly and educational exchange between Japan and the United States of America
throughout his career.

Bestor is an anthropologist and a leading U.S. scholar of Japan; his research, publications, and
teaching center around the study of contemporary Japanese society and culture. Much of his
research focuses on Tokyo, and his major works include Neighborhood Tokyo (1989) and Tsukiji:
The Fish Market at the Center of the World (2004). He is also featured in the documentary film
Tsukiji Wonderland (Shochiku 2016; directed by Endo Naotaro). Bestor is the co-editor of Doing
Fieldwork in Japan (2003) and the Routledge Handbook of Japanese Culture and Society (2011).

Bestor’s ongoing research focuses on the closure of the Tsukiji market in preparation for the 2020
Tokyo Olympics, and on the globalization of Japanese cuisine, including UNESCO’s recognition of
washoku (traditional Japanese cuisine) as an item of global intangible cultural heritage. Victoria
Lyon Bestor and he are currently researching the cultural history of distinctive Japanese flavors,
such as umami (the so-called “fifth flavor”).

Bestor was the President of the Association for Asian Studies (2012-13) and the founding President
of the Society for East Asian Anthropology (2001). In 2013, he received the Commissioner’s Award
for the Promotion of Japanese Culture from Japan’s Agency for Cultural Affairs. In 2017, the
American Anthropological Association’s Society of Urban, National, and Transnational
Anthropology has honored him with its inaugural “Senior Scholar” award for his contributions to
the advancement of urban anthropology.

Bestor received his B.A. from Fairhaven College of Western Washington University (1973) and
subsequently two M.A. degrees and his Ph.D. (1983) from Stanford University. He began his
professional career as Program Director for Japanese and Korean Studies at the Social Science
Research Council. After teaching at Columbia and Cornell, he joined Harvard’s faculty in 2001 and
became Director of Harvard’s Reischauer Institute in 2012.

For more information, contact: Gavin H. Whitelaw, Executive Director, Reischauer Institute.
Email: whitelaw@fas.harvard.edu
Phone: (617) 495-3220
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