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SUP-206: The Causes and Consequences of Inequality 
 

Professor David Deming  
Office: 452 Taubman 
Email: david_deming@havard.edu 
Classroom: Wexner 436 
Monday 4:15 – 7:00 PM 
TF: Ben Weidmann 
Office Hours (for both) TBD 
 
Overview 
 
This is a survey course about economic and social inequality. The goals of the course are to 1) 
provide you with a broad and balanced perspective on what social science has to say about the 
causes and consequences of inequality; 2) introduce positive and normative frameworks for 
discussions about the consequences of inequality; 3) understand how broad societal forces that 
are driving increasing inequality relate to specific policy choices at the Federal, state and local 
levels. 
 
The course is offered weekly on Monday evenings. We will begin with two weeks of introductory 
lectures to set the stage. Then we will explore the relationship between long-run, macro forces 
of inequality and micro policy issues with a series of modules on particular topics.  
Each module will begin with a lecture on the day’s topic. The lectures will be interspersed with 
guided group work that is focused on designing policy solutions to the challenges raised in the 
lecture and readings. Assignments will be structured as follow-ups to the class discussion each 
week. Finally, each class (after the first 2) will begin with a policy discussion that is motivated by 
the previous week’s lecture and assignments.  
 
Assignments 
 
Quizzes 
 
Every class after the first two will begin with a short multiple quiz to assess your knowledge of 
the readings. Quizzes will occur during the first 5 minutes of class and will be administered on 
the course webpage. There will be no makeup quizzes – students with excused absences will 
simply have their quiz grade averaged over the remaining weeks. 
 
Reaction Papers 
 
Students will be responsible for writing five reaction papers. Reaction papers should be 1 to 2 
pages long and should offer (1) a concise and preferably integrated summary of the major 
arguments in that week’s readings; (2) a critical evaluation of one or more of the readings, 
including a discussion of limitations in the research; (3) a short statement about policy 
implications.  
 
You are free to choose which 5 of the 10 weeks in which you will write a reaction paper, 
however you must write at least one by the end of February (for the class on 2/26) and two by 
the end of March (for the class on 3/26). 
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Reaction papers will be graded on a check, check-plus, check-minus standard. A check responds 
thoughtfully to the assignment; a check-plus shows unique/exemplary insight in its reflection 
and critique; a check-minus has one or more serious problems or shows little effort. Papers 
should be posted to the Canvas site (specific location TBA) by midnight on the Sunday before 
Monday’s class each week. Reaction paper assignments will be timed so that they are due 
before the beginning of a new module.  
 
Written Testimony 
 
Following each week’s class, students may prepare 3-5 pages of written testimony in response 
to the policy issues raised during discussion. Students may submit written testimony either 
individually or in pairs. I strongly encourage you to work in pairs, although I understand that this 
sometimes not practical. Each student will be responsible for 3 written testimony submissions.  
Written testimony should be submitted to the course page by midnight on the Friday before 
Monday’s class. The written testimony can build on your reaction paper from the previous 
week, but it should also reflect class discussion and should address the specific debate question 
at hand. In some cases, the written testimony will be in response to a specific policy proposal. 
 
Written testimony should be evidence-based (with citations), but also concise and persuasive. I 
will discuss the guidelines for testimony in more detail in class.  
 
Like the reaction paper assignments, you must complete at least one written testimony 
assignment by the end of February (for the class on 2/26) and two by the end of March (for 
the class on 3/26). 
 
Final Exam 
 
We will have a take home final exam (date and time TBD). The exam will cover all course 
material and will be administered over a period of approximately 24 hours. 
 
Grading and Course Logistics 
 
Course grades will be based on the following components:  
Quizzes      10% 
Reaction papers:     25% 
Written Testimony:     25%  
Final Exam:     30% 
Class Participation:     10% 
 
Group written testimony will receive a single grade. However, each member of the group may 
submit to me (privately) an estimate of the share of total work done by each group member, 
and I reserve the right to modify individual grades for group assignments based on this 
feedback. 
 
I have made a few pedagogical choices for this course that are guided by research evidence. 
First, all lecture classes will begin with a very short multiple choice quiz that is designed to test 
your knowledge of the readings. While this may seem overly paternalistic, research evidence 
clearly shows that frequent quizzing increases learning. Second, in response to research 
evidence that they are harmful for student learning, I have decided to ban laptops and other 

http://www.mecs-press.net/ijmecs/ijmecs-v5-n1/IJMECS-V5-N1-5.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/21/education/frequent-tests-can-enhance-college-learning-study-finds.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/22/business/laptops-not-during-lecture-or-meeting.html?_r=0
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electronic devices from the lecture portions of class (you may use your laptops when working in 
groups). If you have a specific reason that you must use an electronic device in the classroom, 
please come see me and we can discuss it. Third, I have structured the assignments deliberately 
as a combination of individual and group work, with opportunities for reflection and 
improvement along the way. I will say more about this in class. 
 
You must abide by the HKS Academic code and the university’s policies on academic integrity.  
 
 
 
Readings and Course Schedule 
 
All readings will be made available electronically on the course website. The readings for each 
module are required. In the process of preparing your written testimony, you may consult with 
other sources. I am happy to provide additional readings on any topic, or to help curate among 
the sources that you are considering. 
 
1/22 – Overview – Inequality in the U.S. and around the World 
1/29 – Normative Dimensions of Inequality and Intergenerational Mobility 
2/5 – Education and Skills – Macro Perspective 
2/12 – Educational Institutions – Preschool, K-12, Higher Education 
2/19 – NO CLASS (President’s Day) 
2/26 – Families, Health and Early Environments 
3/5 – Segregation and Neighborhoods 
3/12 – NO CLASS (Spring Break) 
3/19 – Race, Discrimination and Criminal Justice 
3/26 – Labor Market Institutions – Unions, Minimum Wage and Worker Bargaining Power 
4/2 – Globalization, International Trade and the “China Shock” 
4/9 – The Top 1 Percent – Wealth Inequality, Taxation and Superstars 
4/16 – The Politics of Inequality – Elite Influence, Mass Media and Money in Politics 
4/23 – The Future of Inequality – A World Without Work? 
 
Course Overview - Inequality in the U.S. and around the World (1/22) 
 
Please read the series of articles for Slate by Timothy Noah on “The Great Divergence” (this is a 
great and highly readable introduction to the issues we will be discussing throughout the 
semester.) 
 
Beddoes, Zanny Minton. 2012. “For richer, for poorer”, The Economist.  
 
OECD. 2011. Divided We Stand: Why Inequality Keeps Rising. (Executive Summary). 
And a 2016 update on income inequality: 
OECD. 2016. “Income inequality remains high in the face of a weak recovery”. 
 
Milanovic, B. 2013. “Global income inequality in numbers: In history and now”, Global Policy, 
4(2): 198-208.  
 
Normative Dimensions of Inequality and Intergenerational Mobility (1/29) 
 

https://www.hks.harvard.edu/content/download/66734/1239746/version/1/file/academic_code.pdf
http://img.slate.com/media/3/100914_NoahT_GreatDivergence.pdf
http://www.economist.com/node/21564414
https://www.oecd.org/els/soc/49499779.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/social/OECD2016-Income-Inequality-Update.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1758-5899.12032/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1758-5899.12032/full
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Kasy, M. 2015. Empirical Research on Economic Inequality, Chapter 2 “Justice and Research”.  
 
Okun, Arthur M. Equality and efficiency: The big tradeoff. Brookings Institution Press, 2015 (NB – 
this link is to a short version with only key passages. I didn’t want to assign an entire book – but 
you should really read the whole thing!) 
  
Singer, Peter. “The Singer Solution to World Poverty”, New York Times Magazine, September 5th, 
1999. 
 
Corak, Miles. 2013. “Income Inequality, Equality of Opportunity, and Intergenerational 
Mobility”. Journal of Economic Perspectives, 27(3): 79-102. 
 
Bell, Alex, Raj Chetty, Xavier Jaravel, Neviana Petkova and John Van Reenen. 2017. “Who 
Becomes an Inventor in America? The Importance of Exposure to Innovation.” Executive 
Summary. 
 

Chetty, Raj, Nathaniel Hendren, Patrick Kline, Emmanuel Saez, and Nicholas Turner. 2014. “Is the 
United States Still a Land of Opportunity? Recent Trends in Intergenerational Mobility.” 
Executive Summary. 
 

Chetty, Raj, David Grusky, Maximilian Hell, Nathaniel Hendren, Robert Manduca and Jimmy 
Narang. 2016. “The Fading American Dream: Trends in Absolute Income Mobility Since 1940.” 
Executive Summary. 
 
Education and Skills – Macro Perspective (2/5) 
 
Autor, David H. 2014. “Skills, Education, and the Rise of Earnings Inequality Among the ‘Other 99 
Percent.’” Science, 344(6186), 843–851. 
  
Goldin, Claudia and Lawrence F. Katz. 2007. The Race Between Education and Technology 
(Chapter 8). Harvard University Press. 
 
Beaudry, Paul, David a. Green, and Benjamin M. Sand. 2014. “The Declining Fortunes of the 
Young Since 2000.” American Economic Review Papers & Proceedings, 104(5), 381–386. 
 
Autor, David H., Lawrence F. Katz and Melissa S. Kearney. 2006. The Polarization of the U.S. 
Labor Market." American Economic Review Papers and Proceedings, 96(2), 189-194. 
 
Autor, David H., Frank Levy and Richard J. Murnane. 2002. “Upstairs, Downstairs: Computers 
and Skills on Two Floors of a Large Bank,” Industrial and Labor Relations Review, 55(3): 432-447.  
 
Educational Institutions – Preschool, K-12, Higher Education (2/12) 
 
Heckman, James J. 2006. “Skill Formation and the Economics of Investing in Disadvantaged 
Children.” Science, 312.5782: 1900-1902. 
 
Schweinhart, Lawrence J. et al. 2011. “The High/Scope Perry Preschool Study through Age 40: 
Summary, Conclusions and Frequently Asked Questions.” 
 

http://inequalityresearch.net/justiceresearch.html
https://assets.aspeninstitute.org/content/uploads/files/content/docs/OKUN_EQUALITY_AND_EFFICIENCY_(AS08).PDF
https://assets.aspeninstitute.org/content/uploads/files/content/docs/OKUN_EQUALITY_AND_EFFICIENCY_(AS08).PDF
https://assets.aspeninstitute.org/content/uploads/files/content/docs/OKUN_EQUALITY_AND_EFFICIENCY_(AS08).PDF
https://assets.aspeninstitute.org/content/uploads/files/content/docs/OKUN_EQUALITY_AND_EFFICIENCY_(AS08).PDF
http://www.nytimes.com/1999/09/05/magazine/the-singer-solution-to-world-poverty.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1999/09/05/magazine/the-singer-solution-to-world-poverty.html
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.27.3.79
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.27.3.79
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/inventors_summary.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/inventors_summary.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/inventors_summary.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/Trends%20Executive%20Summary%20January%202014.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/Trends%20Executive%20Summary%20January%202014.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/Trends%20Executive%20Summary%20January%202014.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/abs_mobility_summary.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/abs_mobility_summary.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/abs_mobility_summary.pdf
http://economics.mit.edu/files/11645
http://economics.mit.edu/files/11645
http://www.nber.org/papers/w12984.pdf
http://www.nber.org/papers/w12984.pdf
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/aea/aer/2014/00000104/00000005/art00065
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/aea/aer/2014/00000104/00000005/art00065
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/000282806777212620
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/000282806777212620
http://economics.mit.edu/files/578
http://economics.mit.edu/files/578
http://jenni.uchicago.edu/papers/Heckman_Science_v312_2006.pdf
http://jenni.uchicago.edu/papers/Heckman_Science_v312_2006.pdf
http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/specialsummary_rev2011_02_2.pdf
http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/specialsummary_rev2011_02_2.pdf
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Duncan, Greg J. and Richard J. Murnane. 2011. “Introduction: The American Dream, Then and 
Now,” in Whither Opportunity? Rising Inequality, Schools, and Children’s Life Chances. 
 
Bailey, Martha J. and Susan M. Dynarski. 2011. “Gains and Gaps: Changing Inequality in U.S. 
College Entry and Completion,” NBER Working Paper No. w17633. 
 
Hout, Michael. 2009. “Rationing College Opportunity.” The American Prospect.  

 
Families, Health and Early Environments (2/26) 
 
Chetty, Raj, et al. 2016. “The Association Between Income and Life Expectancy in the United 
States, 2001-2014,” Executive Summary. 
 
Case, Anne and Angus Deaton. 2015. “Rising morbidity and mortality in midlife among white 
non-Hispanic Americans in the 21st Century,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
112(49): 15078-15083. 
 
Almond, Douglas and Janet Currie. 2011. “Killing Me Softly: The Fetal Origins Hypothesis,” 
Journal of Economic Perspectives,” 25(3): 153-172. 
 
Graff Zivin, Joshua and Jeffrey Shrader. 2016. “Temperature Extremes, Health and Human 
Capital,” The Future of Children, 26(1): 31-50. 
 
Segregation and Neighborhoods (3/5) 
 
Card, David, Alexandre Mas and Jesse Rothstein. 2008. “Tipping and the Dynamics of 
Segregation,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 123(1): 177-218. (read Sections I, III, IV and VII 
only.) 
 
Familiarize yourself with this application of the Schelling segregation model. Play around with 
different configurations (a tip – when the share of empty cells decreases, the model takes much 
longer to converge.) Plug in some of the estimated tipping points for major U.S. cities from the 
Card, Mas and Rothstein paper, and experiment with different white/nonwhite shares. 
 
Chetty, Raj, Nathaniel Hendren, Patrick Kline and Emmanuel Saez. 2014. “Where is the Land of 
Opportunity? The Geography of Intergenerational Mobility in the U.S.” Executive Summary. 
 
Chetty, Raj and Nathan Hendren. 2015. “The Impacts of Neighborhoods on Intergenerational 
Mobility: Childhood Exposure Effects and County-Level Estimates.” Executive Summary. 
 
Billings, Stephen B., David J. Deming and Jonah Rockoff. 2014. “School Segregation, Educational 
Attainment and Crime: Evidence from the End of Busing in Charlotte-Mecklenburg,” Quarterly 
Journal of Economics, 129(1): 435-476. 
 
Rao, Gautam. 2013. “Familiarity Does Not Breed Contempt: Diversity, Discrimination and 
Generosity in Delhi Schools,” Working Paper. 
 
Race, Discrimination and Criminal Justice (3/19) 
 

https://www.russellsage.org/sites/default/files/Duncan_Murnane_Chap1.pdf
https://www.russellsage.org/sites/default/files/Duncan_Murnane_Chap1.pdf
http://users.nber.org/~dynarski/Bailey_Dynarski.pdf
http://users.nber.org/~dynarski/Bailey_Dynarski.pdf
http://prospect.org/article/rationing-college-opportunity
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/healthineq_summary.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/healthineq_summary.pdf
http://www.pnas.org/content/112/49/15078.full.pdf
http://www.pnas.org/content/112/49/15078.full.pdf
http://www.pnas.org/content/112/49/15078.full.pdf
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.25.3.153
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.25.3.153
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/641233/pdf
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/641233/pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/25098897.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/25098897.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/25098897.pdf
http://nifty.stanford.edu/2014/mccown-schelling-model-segregation/
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/Geography%20Executive%20Summary%20and%20Memo%20January%202014.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/Geography%20Executive%20Summary%20and%20Memo%20January%202014.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/nbhds_exec_summary.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/assets/documents/nbhds_exec_summary.pdf
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/ddeming/files/the_quarterly_journal_of_economics-2014-billings-435-76-1.pdf
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/ddeming/files/the_quarterly_journal_of_economics-2014-billings-435-76-1.pdf
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/ddeming/files/the_quarterly_journal_of_economics-2014-billings-435-76-1.pdf
https://eb1e1f8d-a-62cb3a1a-s-sites.googlegroups.com/site/graoeconomics/Rao_JMP_latest.pdf
https://eb1e1f8d-a-62cb3a1a-s-sites.googlegroups.com/site/graoeconomics/Rao_JMP_latest.pdf
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Travis, Jeremy and Bruce Western (eds.). 2014. The Growth of Incarceration in the United States: 
Exploring Causes and Consequences. National Academies Press (read the Summary from p.1-12 
and Chapter 2 p.33-68 ONLY.) 
 
Lofstrom, Magnus and Steven Raphael. 2016. “Crime, the Criminal Justice System, and 
Socioeconomic Inequality,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 30(2): 103-126. 
 
Neal, Derek A. and William R. Johnson. 1996. “The Role of Premarket Factors in Black-White 
Wage Differences,” Journal of Political Economy, 104(5): 869-895.  
 
Pager, Devah, Bruce Western and Bart Bonikowski. 2009. “Discrimination in a Low-Wage Labor 
Market: A Field Experiment,” American Journal of Sociology, 74: 777-799. 
 
Agan, Amanda and Sonja Starr. 2017. “Ban the Box, Criminal Records, and Racial Discrimination: 
A Field Experiment,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, forthcoming. 
 

Labor Market Institutions – Unions, Minimum Wage and Worker Bargaining Power (3/26)  
 
Freeman, Richard and James L. Medoff. 1979. “The Two Faces of Unionism,” NBER Working 
Paper No. 364. 
 
Sherk, James. 2009. “What Unions Do: How Labor Unions Affect Jobs and the Economy,” 
Heritage Foundation. 

 
Krueger, Alan B. and Alexandre Mas. 2004. “Strikes, Scabs and Tread Separations: Labor Strife 
and the Production of Defective Bridgestone/Firestone Tires,” Journal of Political Economy, 
112(2): 253-289. 
 
Labor Market Monopsony: Trends, Consequences and Policy Responses. Council of Economic 
Advisers Issue Brief, October 2016.  
 
Jardim, Ekaterina et al. 2017. “Minimum Wage Increases, Wages, and Low-Wage Employment: 
Evidence from Seattle,” Executive Summary. 
 
Nichols, Austin and Jesse Rothstein. 2015. “The Earned Income Tax Credit,” NBER Working Paper 
No. w21211.  
 
Globalization, International Trade and the “China Shock” (4/2) 
 
McDonald, Brad. “Why Countries Trade,” Finance and Development, December 2009. 
 
Krugman, Paul. “The Trouble with Trade,”, New York Times, December 29th, 2007. 
 
Davis, Bob and Jon Hilsenrath. “How the China Shock, Deep and Swift, Spurred the Rise of 
Trump,” Wall Street Journal, August 11th 2016. 
 
Research on the China Shock - http://chinashock.info/ - Read the following papers: 
 

http://www.njjn.org/uploads/digital-library/Nat-Academies-Press_Growth-of-Incarceration-in-US_Oct-2014.pdf
http://www.njjn.org/uploads/digital-library/Nat-Academies-Press_Growth-of-Incarceration-in-US_Oct-2014.pdf
http://www.njjn.org/uploads/digital-library/Nat-Academies-Press_Growth-of-Incarceration-in-US_Oct-2014.pdf
https://gspp.berkeley.edu/assets/uploads/research/pdf/jep.30.2.103.pdf
https://gspp.berkeley.edu/assets/uploads/research/pdf/jep.30.2.103.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/2138945.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/2138945.pdf
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/pager/files/asr_pager_etal09.pdf
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/pager/files/asr_pager_etal09.pdf
https://28182d77-a-62cb3a1a-s-sites.googlegroups.com/site/amandayagan/AganandStarrBTB.pdf
https://28182d77-a-62cb3a1a-s-sites.googlegroups.com/site/amandayagan/AganandStarrBTB.pdf
http://www.nber.org/papers/w0364.pdf
http://www.nber.org/papers/w0364.pdf
http://www.heritage.org/jobs-and-labor/report/what-unions-do-how-labor-unions-affect-jobs-and-the-economy
http://www.heritage.org/jobs-and-labor/report/what-unions-do-how-labor-unions-affect-jobs-and-the-economy
https://www.princeton.edu/~amas/papers/km04.pdf
https://www.princeton.edu/~amas/papers/km04.pdf
https://www.princeton.edu/~amas/papers/km04.pdf
https://www.princeton.edu/~amas/papers/km04.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/page/files/20161025_monopsony_labor_mrkt_cea.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/page/files/20161025_monopsony_labor_mrkt_cea.pdf
https://evans.uw.edu/sites/default/files/two%20page%20overview.pdf
https://evans.uw.edu/sites/default/files/two%20page%20overview.pdf
http://www.nber.org/papers/w21211
http://www.nber.org/papers/w21211
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2009/12/pdf/basics.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/28/opinion/28krugman.html?_r=0
http://www.wsj.com/articles/how-the-china-shock-deep-and-swift-spurred-the-rise-of-trump-1470929543
http://www.wsj.com/articles/how-the-china-shock-deep-and-swift-spurred-the-rise-of-trump-1470929543
http://chinashock.info/
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Autor, David H., David Dorn and Gordon Hanson. 2016. “The China Shock: Learning from 
Labor Market Adjustments to Large Changes in Trade,” Annual Review of Economics. 

 
Autor, David H., David Dorn, Gordon Hanson and Kaveh Majlesi. 2016. “Importing 
Political Polarization? The Electoral Consequences of Rising Trade Exposure,” working 
paper. 

 
APPENDIX - Autor, David H., David Dorn, Gordon Hanson and Kaveh Majlesi. 
2016. “A Note on the Effect of Rising Trade Exposure on the 2016 Presidential 
Election”. 

 
Baker, Dean. 2016. Rigged: How Globalization and the Rules of the Modern Economy Were 
Structured to Make the Rich Richer (Chapter 7 only – pp. 153-190). 
 
The Top 1 Percent - Wealth Inequality, Taxation and “Superstars” (4/9) 

Rosen, Sherwin. 1982. “The Economics of Superstars,” The American Scholar, 52(4): 449-460. 
  
Alvaredo, Facundo, Anthony B. Atkinson, Thomas Piketty and Emmanuel Saez. 2013. “The Top 1 
Percent in International and Historical Perspective,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 27(3): 3-
20. 
 
Mankiw, N. Gregory. 2013. “Defending the One Percent,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 
27(3): 21-34. 
 
Kaplan, Steven N. and Joshua Rauh. 2013. “It’s the Market: The Broad-Based Rise in the Return 
to Top Talent,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 27(3): 35-56. 
 
Bivens, Josh and Lawrence Mishel. 2013. “The Pay of Corporate Executives and Financial 
Professionals as Evidence of Rents in Top 1 Percent Incomes,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 
27(3): 57-78. 
 
Piketty, Thomas, Emmanuel Saez and Gabriel Zucman. 2016. “Economic growth in the United 
States: A tale of two countries,” Washington Center for Equitable Growth, Dec 6th 2016. 
(The blog post above is must-read. The underlying paper on Distributional National Accounts is 
optional background, but worth the effort.) 
  
The Politics of Inequality – Elite Influence, Mass Media and Money in Politics (4/16) 
 
Bonica, Adam, Nolan McCarty, Keith T. Poole and Howard Rosenthal. 2013. “Why Hasn’t 
Democracy Slowed Rising Inequality?”, Journal of Economic Perspectives, 27(3): 103-124. 
 
Boxell, Levi, Matthew Gentzkow and Jesse M. Shapiro. 2017. “Is the Internet Causing Political 
Polarization? Evidence from Demographics,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
111(40). 
 
Martin, Gregory J. and Ali Yurukoglu. 2017. “Bias in Cable News: Persuasion and Polarization,” 
American Economic Review, 107(9): 2565-2599. (can skip Section IV). 
 

http://economics.mit.edu/files/11675
http://economics.mit.edu/files/11675
http://economics.mit.edu/files/11559
http://economics.mit.edu/files/11559
http://economics.mit.edu/files/11559
http://chinashock.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/2016-election-appendix.pdf
http://chinashock.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/2016-election-appendix.pdf
http://chinashock.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/2016-election-appendix.pdf
http://deanbaker.net/images/stories/documents/Rigged.pdf
http://deanbaker.net/images/stories/documents/Rigged.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41210977?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.27.3.3
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.27.3.3
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.27.3.3
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.27.3.3
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jep.27.3.21
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jep.27.3.21
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.27.3.35
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.27.3.35
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.27.3.57
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.27.3.57
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.27.3.57
http://equitablegrowth.org/research-analysis/economic-growth-in-the-united-states-a-tale-of-two-countries/
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