Graduate Seminar: Intellectual Debates in Contemporary China
TU Hang
Course Description:

The last forty years have seen the emergence of an extraordinarily rich and diverse intellectual
discourse in the Chinese and Sinophone world. This course brings together critical essays from
leading thinkers that open a window into public debate in China today on critical questions such
as political and economic reforms, red legacies, the conflict between liberalism and leftism, the
return of Confucianism, nationalism and its discontents, and the polemics around “Chinese
Dream.”

Week 1 Introduction: historical context

Gloria Davies, Worrying about China: The Language of Chinese Critical Inquiry (Harvard,
2007), select chapters
Joseph Fewsmith, China since Tiananmen: From Deng Xiaoping to Hu Jintao (Cambridge,
2008), select chapters

Week 2 Defining intellectuals in modern China

LS . (EBTERUE) (EAR - 2003) - i

ek - (BRI TTam) (EEREE > 2003) - Gk

Eddy U, Creating the Intellectual: Chinese Communism and the Rise of a Classification (U
California, 2019), Chapter 1& 2

Timothy Cheek, The Intellectual in Modern Chinese History (Cambridge, 2016), Introduction
Carl Boggs, Intellectuals and the Crisis of Modernity (SUNY, 1993), Chapter 2&3

Recommended:

E e - (RRBUaEAESR)  (AE5TREE - 1996)

Zygmunt Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters: On Modernity, Post-modernity and Intellectuals
(Polity, 1989)

Mark Lilla, The Reckless Mind: Intellectuals in Politics (New York Review Books, 2016)

The German Tradition:

Fritz Ringer, The Decline of the German Mandarins: The German Academic Community, 1890-
1933 (Wesleyan, 1990)

Benjamin Wurgaft, Thinking in Public: Strauss, Levinas, Arendt (U Penn, 2015), Introduction
The Russian Tradition:

Isaiah Berlin, Russian Thinkers (Penguin, 2008)

Vladislav Zubok, Zhivago’s Children: The Last Russian Intelligentsia (Harvard, 2009)

The French Tradition:

Julian Bourg, From Revolution to Ethics: May 1968 and Contemporary French Thought
(McGill, 2017)

Week 3 “Farewell to Revolution” and its discontents
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Xudong Zhang, Postsocialism and Cultural Politics (Duke, 2008), chapter 1

Week 4 Liberalism or neoliberalism?
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Isaiah Berlin, “Two Concepts of Liberty,” Four Essays on Liberty (Oxford, 1969)

Jamie Peck, Constructions of Neoliberal Reason (Oxford, 2013), Intro and chapter 1

David Harvey, A Brief History of Neoliberalism (Oxford, 2007), select chapters

Week 5 Conservatism
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Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (Oxford, 2009), select chapters

Els van Dongen, Realistic Revolution: Contesting Chinese History, Culture, and Politics after
1989 (Cambridge, 2019), Chapter 2 & 3

Corey Robin, The Reactionary Mind: Conservatism from Edmund Burke to Donald Trump
(Oxford, 2017), part |

Week 6 Debates on aesthetics
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Kang Liu, Aesthetics and Marxism: Chinese Aesthetic Marxists and Their Western
Contemporaries (Duke, 2000), chapter 4

David Wang, The Lyrical in Epic Time: Modern Chinese Intellectuals and Artists Through the
1949 Crisis (Columbia, 2015), Coda

Gayatri Spivak, An Aesthetic Education in the Era of Globalization (Harvard, 2013), select
chapters

D

Week 7 Confucianism, rebooted
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Jiang Qing, A Confucian Constitutional Order (Princeton, 2012), select chapters

Joseph Chan, Confucian Perfectionism: A Political Philosophy for Modern Time (Princeton,
2013), Introduction and chapter 1.

Week 8 Cultural Christians

HERE © (HPERIUEE)  (RFEIEEE » 2014) - EEE
2/ (T oUb ) BVEHER SR g EEE) 0 (E—RAWARNE) (FEEHRRH
2007)
BEM L (RSN ) ((BHEREE > 2012) - HiE
e+ (EMZ) (ARKE - 2000) - Eik
Chloé Starr, Chinese Theology: Text and Context (Yale, 2016), Intro and chapter 9

Week 9 The question of ethnicity (minzu)

Disputes over Tibet and Taiwan:
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What is Chinese minzu?
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Mark Elliot, “The Case of the Missing Indigene: Debate Over a ‘Second-Generation’ Ethnic
Policy,” The China Journal, Vol. 73(1) (Jan 2015): 186-213

Thomas S. Mullaney, Coming to Terms with the Nation: Ethnic Classification in Modern China
(U California, 2010), Intro

Week 10 Political theology
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Carl Schmitt, The Concept of the Political (Chicago, 2007), excerpts

Leo Strauss, Persecution and the Art of Writing (Chicago, 1988), select chapters

Kai Marchal & Carl Shaw edit., Carl Schmitt and Leo Strauss in the Chinese Speaking World
(Lexington, 2017), select chapters

Mark Lilla, “Reading Strauss in Beijing: China’s Strange Taste in Western Philosophers,” The
New Republic, Dec. 30, 2010

Recommended:
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Week 11 Memory Politics
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EseR © (PRETEHVERE ) (=B 1995) - HiE
Hu Jie, dir., In Search of Lin Zhao’s Soul (2005)

Recommended:
Mobo Gao, The Battle for China’s Past: Mao and the Cultural Revolution (Pluto, 2008)

Week 12 The China Dream

Chan Koonchung, The Fat Years (Anchor, 2013), excerpts
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HE% : CGE=4%) (=BEEE » 2007)

Daniel A. Bell, The China Model: Political Meritocracy and the Limits of Democracy
(Princeton, 2015), select chapters



