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When Joseph Aldy trekked up Mount Kilimanjaro with his father in 2000, he was a 
long way from the farm in Kentucky where he grew up—but close to the things that 
matter to him.  Aldy is an economist who works on energy and climate-change policy. 
He loves to hike. On Kilimanjaro’s 19,341-foot peak, he got to see the last vestiges of 
the 11,000-year-old glaciers there—they are expected to disappear within the next 
decade or so.  An assistant professor of public policy at Harvard Kennedy School (HKS), 
he is faculty chair of the regulatory-policy program at its Mossavar-Rahmani Center 
for Business and Government. He got his start in environmental economics in Wash-
ington, D.C., where he became jet-lagged working on the Kyoto Protocol in 1997, even 
though he didn’t go to Japan: he was the economist who stayed home and crunched 
U.S. emissions numbers from 7:30 P.M. to 6:30 A.M. for the Council of Economic Advis-
ers (CEA). In the Clinton administration, he rose from a presidential management 
internship to posts as staff economist, and then senior economist for the environment 
and natural resources, for the CEA. After earning a Ph.D. from Harvard in 2005, he 
returned to government service under President Obama as special assistant to the 
president for energy and environment, deferring his appointment at HKS to work on 
the clean-energy package of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, among 
other initiatives. “The political world can get hung up on trivial things,” he says, but 
experience gained by “working in Washington can help you understand what really is 
a relevant policy question. Scholarship needs to be informative.”
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the people who have come together” that 
gives the initiative its richness.

The University has historically focused 
more on East Asia, a fact Khanna attri-
butes in part to India being part of “the 
British embrace,” with weaker ties to the 
United States. (That hasn’t stopped other 
U.S. schools: Yale president Richard Levin, 
for instance, has traveled to India four 
times since 2005, and plans annual vis-
its.) But as the United States has received 
more South Asian immigrants, and as 
their children become curious about their 
roots, demand has risen for courses on the 
region. At the same time, India’s boom-
ing economy has created jobs for recent 
graduates like the two now spearheading 
the growth of an alumni club in Mumbai: 
Russell Mason ’10, who works on low-in-
come housing for a real-estate division of 
the Mahindra Group, and Gaargi Rama-
krishnan, M.S. ’10, co-founder of EkSMS.
com, a website and text-messaging service 
focused on Mumbai dining and nightlife. 
(HBS has long had an active alumni group 
in the city, and an alumni club in Delhi has 
a long history, but the Mumbai club was 
incorporated only last November. Presi-
dent Faust’s reception, which drew 160 
registrants, was its second official event.)

Faust is the fourth sitting president to 
visit India, where Lawrence H. Summers 
went in 2006, Derek Bok in 1987, and Na-
than Marsh Pusey in 1961. She emphasized 
the importance of liberal-arts education in 
a speech at the University of Mumbai (see 
harvardmag.com/faust-indian-welcome) 
and at a SAI-sponsored symposium in 
Delhi on higher education in South Asia. 
(For his part, University of Mumbai vice 
chancellor Rajan Welukar called the oc-
casion of Faust’s visit “the happiest day 
in the history” of that institution.) The 
president also toured the office SAI shares 
with the HBS India Research Center, es-
tablished in 2006; visited a high school for 
girls; and met with Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh, with whom, she said, she 
also underscored the importance of access 
to higher education.

Some harvard-india connections go 
way back. Barry Bloom, Distinguished Ser-
vice Professor and Jacobson professor of 
public health, first traveled there in 1970 to 
conduct research on leprosy and teach the 
first course on immunology in the coun-
try. That experience kindled an interest in 
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