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ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 

2016-present Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH 

  Robert A. and Catherine L. McKennan Postdoctoral Fellow 

  Department of Anthropology 

  

EDUCATION 
 

2016  Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 

  Ph.D, Anthropology 

Dissertation: "Incorporative Frontiers of Formative Mesoamerica: Archaeology and Identity at  

Rancho Búfalo, Chiapas, Mexico" (supervisor: William Fash) 

 

2016 Certificate in Latin American Studies 

 

2012 AM, Anthropology 

 

2009-2010 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge MA 

 Graduate Study, Materials Science 

 

2009 Brandeis University, Waltham MA 

 BA, Chemistry and Anthropology, cum laude with highest departmental honors 

 

SELECTED FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
 

2014  National Science Foundation, "Social Adaptation in Cross Cultural Contexts" 

Dissertation Development and Improvement Grant BCS-1444994 

 

2014   Dumbarton Oaks Short Term Pre-Doctoral Residency 

 

2012, 2013 Derek Bok Center Certificate of Distinction in Teaching, Harvard University 

 

2011-2016  National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship 

  

BOOKS AND EDITED VOLUMES 
 

Under Contract  Olmec, Chavín, and Things in Between: A Comparative Approach to Emergent Complex 

Societies, edited by Jeffrey Dobereiner, University Press of Colorado: Boulder, CO 

 

PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 
 

In Review  Dobereiner, Jeffrey, William Saturno, Robert H. Tykot   

   Decentralized Exchange in the Late Preclassic Maya Lowlands: Interpreting pXRF Obsidian 

Provenance Data from San Bartolo, Guatemala, Ancient Mesoamerica 

 

2016   Carter, Nicholas, Jeffrey Dobereiner  

   Multispectral Imaging of an Early Classic Maya Codex Fragment from Uaxactun. Antiquity, 90 

(351), pp. 711-725 
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2015   Dobereiner, Jeffrey, Socorro del Pilar Jiménez Alvarez 

   Possible Middle Preclassic Writing on the Olmec-Maya Cultural Frontier, Rancho Búfalo, 

Chiapas, Mexico, Mexicon, 37 (5), pp. 154-159 
 

2009   N. Ingavat, J. Dobereiner, S. Wiyakrutta, C. Mahidol, S. Ruchariwat and P. Kittakoop  

   Aspergillusols A-C, -glucosidase and aromatase inhibitors from a marine derived fungus 

Aspergillus aculeatus.  Journal of Natural Products, 72 (11), pp. 2049–2052 

 

ADDITIONAL PUBLICATIONS 
 

In Review  Whittaker Schroder, Charles Golden, Andrew K. Scherer, and Jeffrey Dobereiner 

   Stop and Go Traffic: Power, Movement, and Emplacement in the Piedras Negras and Yaxchilan 

Kingdoms in Landscapes of Movement in the Usumacinta River Valley edited by R. Liendo 

Stuardo and Nicoletta Maestri. Instituto de Investigaciones Antropológicas, Universidad Nacional 

Autónoma de México Press, Mexico City 
 

In Review  Golden, Charles, Andrew K. Scherer, Stephen Houston, Whittaker Schroder, and Jeffrey 

Dobereiner 
   Reconocimiento Preliminar del Sitio Arqueológico Lacanjá-Tzeltal, Ocosingo, Chiapas. Diario 

de Campo, INAH 
 

2015   Golden, Charles, Andrew K. Scherer, Socorro del Pilar Jimenez, Jeffrey Dobereiner, Whittaker 

Schroder, and Alan Mendez Cab   

   Investigaciones Recientes al Nexo de Piedras Negras, Tonina, Palenque, Yaxchilan y Sak Tz’i’. 

in XXIX Simposio de Investigaciones Arqueológicas en Guatemala, 2015 edited by B. Arroyo, A. 

Linares Palma, and L. Paiz Aragón. Guatemala City: Instituto de Antropología e Historia and 

Asociación Tikal. 

 

INVITED LECTURES 
 

2015 “Localized Integration of Olmec and Maya Traditions at Rancho Búfalo, Chiapas, Mexico” Brandeis 

Anthropology Research Seminar (BARS), Waltham, MA, January 30th 
 

2014 “The Emergence of Pre-Columbian Complex Society:  A Comparative Perspective from China” 

China Policy Lab, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, China, November 5th 
 

2014 “Inter-regional Interaction in Early Mesoamerica:  Anthropological Perspectives on the Origin of a 

World Civilization” Department of Anthropology, Nanjing University, China, November 4th 
 

2014 “Where Does Civilization Come From?  A Cross-Cultural Perspective” American Cultural Center, 

Shanghai University for Science and Technology, China, November 3rd 
  

2014 “Understanding the Formation of Maya Civilization: Mapping and Excavation at Rancho Búfalo, 

Chiapas, Mexico” Department of Archaeology, Peking University, Beijing, China, October 24th 
 

2014 "Arqueología en la Frontera Maya Preclásica: Exploraciones nuevas en la tierras bajas oeste" 

Facultad de Ciencias Antropológicas, Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán, Mérida, México, February 

18th 
  

2013 “Beyond Mayas and Mixe-Zoques: Regional Networks of the Preclassic Usumacinta River Valley” 

CNRS 8096, Archéologie des Amériques, Université Paris-1 Sorbonne, France, September 3rd 
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CONFERENCE SYMPOSIA ORGANIZED 
 

2016 “Olmec, Chavín, and Things in Between: A Comparative Approach to the Emergence of Complex 

Society” Symposium organized for 81st Society for American Archaeology Annual Meeting, 

Orlando, FL, April 6-10th 
 

2012 “The ‘Networked’ Feast” Symposium organized for 77th Society for American Archaeology Annual 

Meeting, Memphis, TN, April 18-22nd co-chair with Janling Fu 

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 

2017 J. Dobereiner and R. González-Lauck " Voted Off the Olmec Island: Remote Sensing and Regional  

  Reconnaissance Surrounding La Venta, Tabasco, Mexico" 82nd Society for American Archaeology 

Annual Meeting, Vancouver, BC, March 29-April 2nd 
 

2016 "Are Two Heads Still Better than One? Considering a Unified Origin for Pre-Columbian Social 

Complexity " 81st Society for American Archaeology Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, April 6-10th 
 

2015 "Digital Elevation Models and Regional Reconnaissance in the Mesoamerican Tropics" 2nd Annual 

Meeting of the Northeast Environmental Archaeology Network, Boston, MA, October 5th  
 

2015 C. Golden, A. Scherer, S. Jiménez, J. Dobereiner, W. Schroder and A. Méndez Cab 

  "A los Limites del Poder: Investigaciones Recientes al Nexo de Piedras Negras, Tonina, Palenque, 

Yaxchilan y Sak Tz’i’" XXIX Simposio de Investigaciones Arqueológicas en Guatemala, July 20-

24th 
 

2015 "Incorporation and Independence in the Preclassic Western Maya Lowlands: Integrating Local and 

Regional Traditions at Rancho Búfalo, Chiapas, Mexico" 80th Society for American Archaeology 

Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, April 15-19th 
 

2015 W. Schroder, C. Golden, A. Scherer, J. Dobereiner 

  "Stop and Go Traffic: Power, Movement, and Emplacement in the Piedras Negras and Yaxchilan 

Kingdoms" 80th Society for American Archaeology Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, April 15-

19th 
 

2014 “Caught by the Coiffure! Subordination, Ceremony and the Significance of Hair among the Classic 

Maya” 79th Society for American Archaeology Annual Meeting, Austin, TX, April 23-27th 

2013 “Putting Them in Their Place: Interpreting Preclassic Maya Settlement and Ceremonial Space at 

Rancho Búfalo, Chiapas, Mexico” (Poster) 78th Society for American Archaeology Annual Meeting, 

Honolulu, HI, April 3-7th 
 

2012 J. Fu and J. Dobereiner. “Networking the Feast: Theoretical and Methodological Perspectives in 

Archaeology” 77th Society for American Archaeology Annual Meeting, Memphis, TN, April 18-22nd  
 

2011 "Multiscalar Identity in Archaeology: A Diachronic Perspective on Aztecs and Their Ancients 1300-

1521” 3rd Massachusetts Archaeology Month Annual Symposium, Brandeis University, MA, 

October 12th 
 

2009 J. Dobereiner, W. Saturno and R. Tykot.  "Source Analysis of Obsidian from San Bartolo and 

Xultun, Guatemala by X-ray Fluorescence” 74th Society for American Archaeology Meeting, 

Atlanta, GA, April 22-26th 
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CAMPUS LECTURES 
 

2015  “Poetics of Incorporation: Periphery and Core in Incipient Mesoamerican Complex Societies    

   Harvard University Anthropology Day, Cambridge, MA, September 11th  
 

2013  “Archaeology at the Preclassic Maya Frontier” Harvard Archaeology Program Seminar Series, 

Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, October 2nd 
 

2012-2013 Organizer, Harvard Archaeology Seminar Series, Harvard University, Cambridge MA 

 

ADDITIONAL RESEARCH AND TRAVEL GRANTS (* SIGNIFIES EXTERNAL) 
 

2016 Graduate Student Council Conference Presentation Award, Harvard University 
 

2015*  Bliss Symposium Award, Dumbarton Oaks  
 

2015 Jens Aubrey Westengard Fund, Committee on General Scholarships, Harvard University 
 

2015 David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies Conference Grant, Harvard University 
 

2015 Professional Development Award, Department of Anthropology, Harvard University 
 

2015 Dissertation Completion Fellowship, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, Harvard University 
 

2014*  Bliss Symposium Award, Dumbarton Oaks  
 

2014 Harvard University Native American Program Graduate Research Grant 
 

2014 Jens Aubrey Westengard Fund, Committee on General Scholarships, Harvard University  
 

2014 David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies Term Time Grant, Harvard University 
 

2014 Hemenway Fund Summer Research Grant, Department of Anthropology, Harvard University 
 

2014 Professional Development Award, Department of Anthropology 
 

2013* Bliss Symposium Award, Dumbarton Oaks 
 

2013 Graduate Student Council Summer Travel Grant, Harvard University 
 

2013 Jens Aubrey Westengard Fund, Committee on General Scholarships, Harvard University  
 

2013 David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies Mid-Dissertation Grant, Harvard University 
 

2013 Harvard University Native American Program Graduate Research Grant 
 

2013 David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies Conference Travel Grant, Harvard University 
 

2013 John G. Owens Mesoamerican Research Fellowship, Harvard University 
 

2013 Hemenway Fund Summer Research Grant, Department of Anthropology, Harvard University 
 

2012* Bliss Symposium Award, Dumbarton Oaks 
 

2012 Weatherhead Center for International Affairs Pre-Dissertation Grant, Harvard University 
 

2012 Jens Aubrey Westengard Fund, Committee on General Scholarships, Harvard University  
 

2012 Lefebvre Fund, Department of Anthropology, Harvard University  
 

2012 David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies Pre-Dissertation Grant, Harvard University 
 

2012 John G. Owens Mesoamerican Research Fellowship, Harvard University 
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2012 Professional Development Award, Department of Anthropology 
 

2011* Grant In Aid of Research, Sigma Xi 
 

2011 Jens Aubrey Westengard Fund, Committee on General Scholarships, Harvard University  
 

2011 John G. Owens Mesoamerican Research Fellowship, Harvard University 
 

2010* Honorable Mention, Graduate Research Fellowship, National Science Foundation 
 

2009  Betty and Harry S. Shapiro Endowed Award in Anthropology, Brandeis University  
 

2009* Archaeology Research Grant, Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
 

2009* Honorable Mention, Graduate Research Fellowship, National Science Foundation 
 

2009 Research Assistantship, Department of Material Science and Engineering, MIT  
 

2009 Germany Research and Travel Grant, Max Kade Foundation 
 

2009 Undergraduate Research Program, School of Arts and Sciences, Brandeis University 
 

2008 Senior Thesis Grant, School of Arts and Sciences, Brandeis University 
 

2008  Archaeological Science Project Grant, Department of Chemistry, Brandeis University 

 

TEACHING 
 

2017 The Origins of Inequality, Dartmouth College, Anthropology, Course Head 
 

2017 Olmecs, Maya, and Toltecs: Ancient Civilizations of Mesoamerica, Dartmouth College, 

Anthropology, Course Head 
 

2013 Encountering the Conquistadors, Harvard University, Anthropology, Teaching Fellow for Dr. 

Matthew Liebmann (Q Score 4.62/5.0, Bok Center Certificate of Distinction in Teaching awarded) 
 

2012 Moctezuma’s Mexico: Then and Now, Harvard University, Anthropology, Head Teaching Fellow 

for Dr. David Carrasco (Q Score 4.64/5.0, Bok Center Certificate of Distinction in Teaching 

awarded) 
 

2010 Materials in the Human Experience, at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Department of 

Materials Science, Laboratory Teaching Assistant for Dr. Heather Lechtman and Dr. Linn Hobbs  
 

2007 Robert S. Peabody Museum of Archaeology, Academic Outreach Intern, Phillips Andover, MA 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELDWORK 
 

2016- Co-Director, Proyecto Arqueológico La Venta, Tabasco, Mexico  

Present New initiative of regional archaeology at Formative Olmec capital, in partnership with INAH site 

director, Dr. Rebecca González-Lauck 
 

2011-2015 Site Director, Proyecto Arqueológico Busiljá-Chocoljá, Chiapas, Mexico  

Excavations and total station mapping at Preclassic Maya site Rancho Búfalo, Chiapas 

Project Directors: Dr. Charles Golden (Brandeis University), Dr. Andrew Scherer (Brown) 
 

2010  Field Archaeologist, Proyecto Arqueológico Rastrojon Copan, Copán, Honduras 

Excavation, sculptural recovery, and total station mapping at Classic Maya residential compound 

Project Directors: Dr. William Fash (Harvard University), Dr. Jorge Ramos (PARACOPAN) 
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2009 Archaeological Scientist, Tell es-Safi Archaeological Science Project, Israel 

Field archaeometry with IR, XRF and micromorphology at Iron Age Philistine site  

Project Directors: Dr. Steve Weiner (Weizmann Institute), Dr. Aren Maeir (Bar Ilan University) 
 

2008 Student Archaeologist, Proyecto Arqueológico San Bartolo, Peten, Guatemala 

Excavation and survey of Preclassic Maya site San Bartolo and Classic Maya site Xultun 

  Project Director: Dr. William Saturno (Boston University) 

 

LABORATORY RESEARCH 
 

2016 Micro-CT and Chemical Lab Analyst, Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology 

 Performing 3d visualization and Chemical Analysis of Classic Maya inlayed teeth and dentistry, in 

collaboration with Dr. Vera Tiesler 
 

2014 Ceramic Analyst, Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán, Mérida, México 

Directed comprehensive analysis and database of ceramic material excavated at Rancho Búfalo in 

the 2011-2013 field seasons, in collaboration with Dr. Soccoro Jimenez and student researchers 
 

2008 National Science Foundation Chemistry Fellow, Chulabhorn Research Institute, Bangkok, Thailand, 

natural production work with mass spectrometry (MS), and high performance liquid chromatography 

(HPLC) 
 

2007 Organic Chemistry Research Intern, Ischemix, Maynard, MA 

Improved purity of heart drug to treat ischemia reperfusion, with HPLC and MS 

 

 
 

RESEARCH REPORTS 
 

2014   Investigaciones Sobre Sitios Extra- Locales en los Alrededores de Rancho Búfalo. In Proyecto 

Arqueológico Busilja-Chocolja (PABC): Informe de la Quinta Temporada de Investigación, edited 

by W. Schroder, J. Dobereiner, C. Golden, and A. K. Scherer. Submitted to Instituto Nacional de 

Antropologia e Historia (INAH), Mexico 
 

2014   Investigaciones Sobre Grupos Secundarios Alrededor de Rancho Búfalo. In PABC: Informe de la 

Quinta Temporada de Investigación, edited by W. Schroder, J. Dobereiner, C. Golden, and A. K. 

Scherer. Submitted to INAH, Mexico 
 

2013   J. Dobereiner, Y. Cabrera Tamayo and O. Molina Hernández 

  Rancho Búfalo: Investigaciones Arqueológicos. In PABC: Informe de la Cuarta Temporada de 

Investigación, edited by A. K. Scherer, C. Golden and J. Dobereiner. Submitted to INAH, Mexico 
 

2012   J. Dobereiner, A. Mendez Cab y J. H. Delgado Arévalo 

  Rancho Búfalo: Investigaciones Arqueologicos. In PABC: Informe de la Tercera  Temporada de 

Investigación, edited by A. K. Scherer, C. Golden and J. Dobereiner. Submitted to INAH, Mexico 
 

2011   A K. Scherer, C. Golden, J. Dobereiner and A. Mendez Cab 

  Rancho Búfalo, La Laguna, La Planada. In PABC: Informe de la Segunda Temporada de 

Investigación, edited by C. Golden, and A. K. Scherer. Submitted to INAH, Mexico 
 

2010  Analysis of Ancient Andean Bronze Objects from the Pambamarca, Ecuador: Metallurgy on the 

Northern Inca Frontier.  Submitted to the MIT Center for Materials Research in Archaeology 
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