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Recall: Grand strategy debates 

EngageRetrench

Point: whether drones are effective at dealing with 
security threats tells us something about the viability 
of grand strategies that tend away from engagement



Drones x counterterrorism

1. Control


• Target principals —> undermine 
control over indiscriminate agents 
—> + violence (against civilians)


2. Civilian blowback


• Human costs —> civilians provide 
support to terrorists —> + violence


3. Signaling & revenge


• Attacks impose costs, making 
terrorists look weak —> + violence 
(against gov’t) to signal strength

1. Disruption (anticipatory effects)


• Threat of drone strikes & 
surveillance —> terrorists restrict 
activities —> reduced capacity to 
carry out attacks —> - violence


2. Degradation (kinetic effects)


• Attack key operators & 
infrastructure —> reduce 
operational skills & abilities         
—> - violence
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Source: Schwartz et al. 2022



Drones x conflict escalation
• Drones lower the cost for using military force


➡ + probability of conflict initiation 


• Once in a crisis, remote-controlled restraint


➡ - probability of conflict escalation


• Why do drones reduce escalation risk?


1. Instrumental: a shot-down drone is seen as less costly/


2. Emotional: reduced desire for vengeance
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In the news…

Marcus 2022

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-60047328


Related courses (Spring 2022)

• Gov 40: International Conflict & Cooperation (Chaudoin)


• Gov 1199: Negotiating Post-Soviet Conflict (Bell)


• Gov 1722: Politics of the Environment & Climate (Tingley 
& Ansolabehere)


• Gov 1742: Psychology of International Relations (Kertzer)


• Gov 94 IR seminars! 
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Don’t forget to fill out your course evaluations!


