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CDC reviewing ‘stunningʼ universal
testing results from Boston homeless
shelter
Drew Karedes

BOSTON — The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is now
“actively looking into” results from universal COVID-19 testing at Pine
Street Inn homeless shelter.

The broad-scale testing took place at the shelter in Boston s̓ South End a
week and a half ago because of a small cluster of cases there.

Of the 397 people tested, 146 people tested positive. Not a single one had
any symptoms.

Content Continues Below

“It was like a double knockout punch. The number of positives was
shocking, but the fact that 100 percent of the positives had no symptoms
was equally shocking,” said Dr. Jim OʼConnell, president of Boston Health
Care for the Homeless Program, which provides medical care at the city s̓
shelters.

OʼConnell said that the findings have changed the future of COVID-19
screenings at Boston s̓ homeless shelters.

[ Experts: Homeless population vulnerable to coronavirus ]

“All the screening we were doing before this was based on whether you had
a fever above 100.4 and whether you had symptoms,” said OʼConnell. “How

https://www.boston25news.com/author/drew-karedes/
https://www.boston25news.com/news/dph-officials-announce-8-new-deaths-covid-19-5752-total-number-confirmed-cases-mass/4RMPIIF275A2ZLFQULB4A7MMSE/
https://www.bhchp.org/
https://www.boston25news.com/news/experts-homeless-population-vulnerable-coronavirus/LAVWCHTBEZGHLMSDSWYS6BE5NU/


4/18/20, 13*01CDC reviewing ‘stunningʼ universal testing results from Boston homeless shelter

Page 2 of 3https://www.boston25news.com/news/cdc-reviewing-stunning-univer…ing-results-boston-homeless-shelter/Z253TFBO6RG4HCUAARBO4YWO64/

much of the COVID virus is being passed by people who donʼt even know
they have it?”

The 146 people who tested positive were immediately moved to two
different temporary isolation facilities in Boston. According to OʼConnell,
only one of those patients needed hospital care, and many continue to
show no symptoms.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is now "actively looking into" results from universal

COVID-19 testing at Pine Street Inn homeless shelter.

“If we did universal testing among the general population, would these
numbers be similar?” said Lyndia Downie, president and executive director
at the Pine Street Inn. “I think there are no many asymptomatic people right
now. We just donʼt know. We donʼt have enough data on universal testing to
understand how many asymptomatic people are contagious.”

Hundreds of tests are now set to be conducted at additional Boston
homeless shelters in the coming days.

“It tells you, you donʼt know who s̓ at risk. You donʼt know what you need to
do to contain the virus if you donʼt actually have the details or facts,” said
Marty Martinez, Boston s̓ chief of Health and Human Services.

[ Universal testing program could break chain of COVID-19 in nursing
homes, assisted living centers ]

Complete local and national coronavirus coverage

About 250 people are expected to be tested on Thursday and Friday at the
men s̓ Southampton Street shelter run by Boston Public Health Commission.

“Our goal within the next three or four days is to test everybody so we have
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a good understanding of who has it and who doesnʼt,” added Martinez.

More than 900 isolation beds have been set up locally for people who are
homeless. The majority of those beds have not yet been used, but local and
state health officials arenʼt sure if that could change after more testing is
complete.

[ Emergency shelter opens in Cambridge ]

Have you been sick or know someone who has been impacted by the
coronavirus? Click here to share your story with Boston 25 News.
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