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in this country. So I started saying, “We have a right to vote, but also
a responsibility to vote” And I got a lot of pushback because people
feel they have a right to vote and they have a right not to vote.

What did some of this pushback look like?

People fear that when you start talking about individual responsibil-
ity, you take the burden off the state for not protecting the right to
vote. So, if you talk about responsibility to vote, people suggest you
may be ignoring voter suppression. But of course we're concerned
about things that the state must do to improve voter turnout. Of
course were concerned about suppression.

[The reality is that] voter suppression is a conscious and a successful
policy in many states in this country. Working on voter turnout has
to be as conscious a policy as fighting voter suppression. We just
can't sit back and wait until the state delivers the goods. We also can't
sit back and only lobby the state as if individuals had nothing to do
with the problem. We have simultaneous problems that require us
to focus on demanding that the state do a better job to respect rights
to vote, as well as mobilizing individuals about their responsibility

to vote.

During the Harvard Votes Challenge, did you see a change in
attitude among faculty here—were they more encouraging of
their students to vote?

In fact, I saw a change in faculty around the country. All of a sudden
I'm being asked to sign a petition for Citizens’ Day—to make
Election Day a federal holiday. Or to make, at least, Election Day a
University holiday:

What more could universities do, both at the undergraduate and
graduate levels, to really build and to foster this culture of voting,
and this responsibility to vote?

We should have a University holiday. We need to get rid of Co-
lumbus Day; and we need to add Citizens’ Day. Columbus Day is

a completely outdated holiday. You can call it Indigenous Peoples’
Day, but we all know it’s celebrating something we really don't want
to celebrate anymore. So let’s turn Columbus Day into Citizens’ Day
at the University level. We don't need to wait for anyone to do that. T
think that should be our next campaign. Why? Because Harvard sets
an example for universities around this country: So people can say;
“Harvard made it Citizens' Day. All the universities in this country
should make Election Day, Citizens’ Day.”

This interview has been edited for clarity and length.
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ut politics.
It’s about lives”

—San Juan Mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz speaking with
students last fall at an event co-organized by the
Program on Crisis Leadership

“Only 3.5% of philanthropy
is going to environmental
protection”

—Tony Saich, director of the Ash Center, discussing the
state of philanthropy in China at an Ash conference at
Harvard Center Shanghai

“How do we expect folks to become
contributing members of society if
we cut off their way to contribute
even when they’re behind bars?”

—Richmond Mayor Levar Stoney speaking at HKS last
fall about the fight to restore voting rights for felons
in Virginia
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