Kennedy School of Goverﬁment C94-76-085S

HUNGER IN AMERICA: A CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

The series of events summed up in the phrase "rediscovery of hunger

- in America" was a complex one, involving both private and public, legis-
lative and executive actors. This chronology is designed for use with
Kennedy.School Case No. C94-76-085, Huncer In America., 1965-1969, and with
Nick Kotz, Let Them Eat Promises: The Pclitics of Hunder in America; it
summarizes the principal hunger-related events in 196/-1963.

A word on the appropriations process may be helpful. Each calendar
year funds are appropriated for the fiscal year beginning on July 1* of
the following calendar year. For example, late in 1967 thé Department of
Agriculture (USDA) sent its proposed FY 1968 (July 1, 1968 to June 30, 1969)
budget to the Bureau of the Budget for review, and early in 1968 the Presi-
dent sent a Budget Message to Congress. The House and Senate Agriculture
Committees considered and reported out bills setting authorizations for the
various USDA programs, i.e., spending levels which cannot be exceeded.
The House and Senate Appropriations Committees considered and renorted out
bills setting the actual levels of anpropriations. Floor action and, when
necessary, conference reports follow as in the case of other bills.

1967 was an especially important year for the food stamp program
because the program's three-year authorization would expire on June 30,
1968. In 1967 (for Fiscal 1968) and again in 1968 (for Fiscal 1969), the
Administration requested that the program be made permanent with open-ended
authorizations, i.e., with no spending limit. Each vear, Congress refused
and extended the program for two years with fixed authorizations.

*Fiscal years now begin on October 1.

This chronology was prepared by Mark Ziering under the supervision of Professor
Mark Moore for use at the John Fitzgerald Kennedy School of Government, Harvard
University.

Copyright()1976 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College.
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