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THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1965: BACKGROUND NOTE

On March 7, 1965, the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil
rights leaders led a non-violent protest march from Selma, Alabama to
Montgomery, the state capital, to petition the state government for action
to guarantee Negro voting rights. Television footage showing the marchers
being attacked by local police helped arouse national indignation. On
March 17, 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson sent a voting rights bill to
Congress. After debate, Conoress passed the Voting Rights Act of
1965 on August 4. This note is designed to provide background for a three-
part case discussing the Selma march and the drafting and passage of the
Voting Rights Act.

1

The Civil R}ghts Movement

The events of Selma grew out of a long history of white oppression and
black civil rights acitation. UWhere to start that story is an arbitrary
choice. Because Martin Luther King, Jr., nlayed a nrominent role in the
Selma campaign, this note will beain in 1956, when King first gained national
attention. This note is in no sense a complete history of the movement or
of the South but merely a survey of certain highlights.

The Montgomery Bus Boycott

The Supreme Court's 1954 decision in Brown v. Board of Education, to the
effect that racially segregated public schools were unconstitutional, is often
cited as the beginning of the modern civil rights movement, but it might more
properly be regarded as the end of the previous phase of quiet legal pressure
by such long-established civil rights groups as the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Progress in implementing Brown
was sTow: in 1962, eight years later, only 31.5% of the (predominantly Southern)
school districts affected by the 1954 decision had desegregated, and in many
cases "desegregation" meant nothing more than a token handful of blacks
attending white schools. In the North and West, where school attendance was
based on residential patterns, the pace of integration was equally slow.
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In contrast, the Montgomery bus boycott of 1955-1956 saw the beainning
of a more dramatic phase of the civil rights movement, marked in many cases
by illegal protest tactics and brutal responses. On December 1, 1955, Rosa
Parks, a Negro seamstress in Montgomery, Alabama, violated the city's ordinance
requiring -segregated seating on buses by refusing to move to the back of the
bus to make room for white riders. Her arrest touched off a spontaneous city-
wide bus boycott by Montgomery Negroes. The boycotters organized as the Mont-
gomery Improvement Association (MIA) and elected as their president the
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., a young Baptist pastor fresh from Boston
University's School of Theology.

Despite white responses such as bombings of Negro churches, arrests, and
economic pressures on blacks, the boycott was eventually successful. In 1956,
the Supreme Court ruled Montgomery's bus segregation ordinance unconstitutional.
But the boycott idea had already spread to other Southern cities, and in 1956
King and several hundred others formed the Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference (SCLC) to coordinate the efforts of local groups working to integrate
public facilities. The group's manifesto stated that "SCLC activity revolves
around two main focal points: The use of non-violent direct action* as a means
of creative protest; and securing the right of the ballot for every citizen."

As the name implies, SCLC was composed largely of ministers, with some business-
men and professionals; an executive board decided on programs and typically
announced these at quasi-religious mass meetings. Besides its emphasis on direct
action, SCLC differed from other established civil rights groups such as NAACP
and CORE (the Congress for Racial Equality) in that its membership and activities
were largely Southern and black.

Little Rock

The next civil rights story to receive sustained national attention was
the drama of Little Rock, Arkansas in 1957-1958. Backed by Governor Orval
Faubus and others, whites in Little Rock prevented compliance with federal
court orders to integrate the city's Central High School. When Faubus proved
unwilling or unable to restore order, President Eisenhower (reluctantly, in
the opinion of some) federalized the Arkansas National Guard and sent 10,000
Guardsmen and 1,000 members of the 101st Airborne Division to Little Rock to
enforce compliance with the integration order and to protect the nine Negro
children seeking to attend Central High. The Little Rock drama showed that
without effective pressure from the national government, local officials and
local mobs could successfully defy court orders.

The Sit-In Movement

By 1960, some slow progress had been made towards school integration,
although four states--South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi--still
maintained totally segregated public school systems. But in 1960, attention
shifted from schools to lunch counters: on February 2, four Negro college students
in Greensboro, North Carolina, "sat in" at a variety store lunch counter and asked

*
See Appendix A for material on the strategy of non-violent protest.
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to be served, in contravention of the store's policy of not serving Negroes.
The sit-in movement spread rapidly through the South, leadina eventually to the
integration of eating facilities in many states. The sit-ins marked the

first time that private rather than public segregation became the target of
the civil rights movement: where the Montgomery buses and the Little Rock
schools were publicly owned and operated, the Tunch counters were clearly
private property.

[

The sit-ins also led to the formation of a new civil riahts oroup, the
Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). Composed of Southern black col-
lege students, SNCC's original purpnose was to coordinate student sit-in nrotests
throughout the South. Although SHCC accepted SCLC's commitment to non-violence,
some in the aroun felt that Xing and SCLC were not dvnamic enouch, and SICC in-
sisted on maintaining its organizational independence from SCLC and other civil
rights groups. Like SCLC, however, SNCC's membership never exceeded a few hundred.

The Freedom Riders

Some analysts have suggested that John F. Kennedy's election as President
stirred both black hopes and white fears. Whatever the reason, 1961 saw a
marked escalation of the violence accompanying the civil rights movement.

In May, a biracial group under CORE sponsorship boarded several Southbound

buses for a "freedom ride" to protest segregation on private interstate carriers
and in waiting rooms. In Anniston, Alabama, one bus was burned, and in both
Anniston and Birmingham, several riders were beaten severely. In each case,

the police arrived after the mob action had taken place. After Attorney General
Robert F. Kennedy had sent federal marshals to Montgomery (the next stop on

the riders' itinerary), Alabama Governor John Patterson called out the Alabama
National Guard and declared martial law to restore order.

The ride continued on to Mississippi and resulted in mass arrests in
Jackson. By the end of the summer, some 300 college students, professors and
ministers of both races were in Mississippi prisons or out on bond pending
appeal. In September, the Interstate Commerce Commission, acting on Department
of Justice proposals, banned segregation in all interstate transportation
facilities. :

Oxford and Albany

1962 saw the continuing escalation of the civil rights struggle. After
being rejected for admission to the all-white University of Mississippi, James
H. Meredith sued and won a federal court order requiring his admission. Mis-
sissippi Governor Ross R. Barnett defied the order, personally barring Meredith;
after Barnett was found guilty of contempt by the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals,
hundreds of United States deputy marshals were assembled at Oxford, Mississippi
(site of Ole Miss), federal troops were alerted, and President Kennedy federalized
the Mississippi National Guard. Kennedy appeared on national television to ask
for peaceful compliance with the court orders, but rioting erupted, and by the
time federal troops had quelled it, two were dead and hundreds injured. Meredith,
however, began attending classes.
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Although King had become a national figure in the late fifties and a
major spokesman for Negro aspirations, he and SCLC did not figure as promin-
ently in the sit-ins, the freedom rides, and the struggle at Ole Miss as the
other participants mentioned. But after ten members of SNCC were arrested
on December 10, 1961, in Albany, Georgia, in an all-white raiiroad waiting
room, King-arrived to lead mass demonstrations and a local bus boycott. King
and seven hundred others were arrested as Police Chief Laurie Pritchett en-
forced segregation; but Pritchett won grudging respect for his insistence on
highly-disciplined law enforcement methods and his avoidance of police bru-
tality. Albany city officials refused to negotiate with the "outside agitators",
and after a year's efforts the non-violent protest movement had 1ittle to show
except an omnibus Tawsuit seeking to end several forms of segregation in Albany.

1og

While the agitation continued, the Negro unemployment rate remained at
twice the white rate, and de facto discrimination in housing, employment, and educa-
tion in the North were under investigation. On November 20, 1962, President
Kennedy issued an Executive Order barring racial discrimination in federally
financed or insured housing. And in May, George C. Wallace won the run-off in
the Alabama Democratic gubernatorial primary, assuring his election in the fall.

Birmingham 1963

If King had failed in Albany, it may have been because Police Chief Pritchett
kept a tight rein on his officers, preventing a national spectacle that could
have aroused sympathy for the protestors. Birmingham's Commissioner of Public
Safety Eugene "Bull" Connor proved more accomodating. The 100th anniver-
sary of the Emancipation Proclamation was to prove the most violent yet for the
¢ivil rights movement.

King and others had selected Birmingham as a target for mass boycotts and
demonstrations because it was the most heavily industrialized yet most heavily
segregated city in the South. The Easter season was selected as the year's
most important shopping season (next to Christmas). Demonstrations got under-
way on April 3, 1963, and were met with police dogs, fire hoses, and other
brutal "law enforcement" techniques. Dramatic press photographs of protesters
being attacked by dogs or catapulted by high pressure hoses helped arouse national
indignation. King himself was arrested, and his "Letter From a Birminham Jail"
received wide attention.

The demonstrations continued, and by May 4, a thousand persons had been
arrested--half of them Negroes under 18. Assistant Attorney General Burke
Marshall tried to mediate, and on May 8 a truce was delcared, with Tocal business
leaders pledging to help secure Tunch counter desegregation, greater employment
opportunities for Negroes, release of arrestees on bond, etc.

The truce was shattered on May 11 as the bombing of a Negro church touched
off "furious" Negro riots. After President Kennedy stationed 3,000 riot-trained
federal troops near Birminchamand took preliminary steps towards federalizing
the Alabama National Guard, tensions again subsided in Birmingham. But that summer
saw over 700 demonstrations across the country* and over 13,000 arrests, tne killing

. _

Including demonstrations and violence in Cambridge, Md., Nashvi11e,.Tenn.,
Greensboro, N.C., Danville, Va., Jackson, Miss., Selma, Ala., and Plaquemine
Parish, La.
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of a white civil rights worker in Alabama and of Medger Evers of NAACP in Missis-
sippi, and the use of electric cattle prods on freedom walkers by the Alabama
highway patrol. And on September 5, a Negro Baptist chuch in Birmingham was

bombed, killing four small girls and injuring other children. Within hours,

two Negro boys were shot and killed.

gt

What were the effects of all this upheaval? In August 200,000 persons
joined in a March on Washington, where Reverend King gave his famous "I have
a dream” speech. The Kennedy administration had submitted a civil rights
bill addressing principally voting rights; after Birmingham, a revised bill
added equal access to public facilities in interstate commerce and an end to
discrimination on federally supported projects to its goals. That summer NAACP,
CORE, SCLC, SNCC, the Urban League and other civil rights groups united in a
fund drive. .

But just as the Administration's bill had reached the House Rules Committee,
President Kennedy was shot and killed, to be replaced by a Southerner of un-
known leanings. Malcolm X and the Black Muslims came to prominence, attacking
Negro leaders for cooperating with whites. George Wallace used Alabama state
troopers to prevent school desegration in Birmincham, Tuskegee and Mobile, desisting
only after all five Alabama federal district court judges enjoined him and
after President Kennedy had federalized the National Guard.* And in Mississippi
James Meredith got his degree.

1964: Better but Worse

Initial doubts about President Johnson's commitment to civil rights were
dispelled when he picked up Kennedy's civil rights bill, strengthened it, and
pushed hard for passage. On June 10, for the first time, the Senate voted clo-
ture** to end debate over a civil rights bill. The Civil Rights Act of 1964
made a sixth grade education a rebuttable presumption of literacy,*** aave the
Attorney General the power to sue on behalf of private individuals, forbade
discrimination in most public facilities, established the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission, authorized fund cutoffs to help eliminate discrimination in
federally assisted programs, and extended the 1ife of the Civil Rights Commission.
Whatever its shortcomings, it was truly the most far-reaching piece of civil
rights legislation ever passed.

Needless to say, the passage of this act did not put an end to the civil
rights struggle. In Mississippi, SNCC, CORE, SCLC, the NAACP Legal Defense Fund,
the National Council of Churches, and other groups organized Freedom Summer,
designed to send hundreds of young volunteers to the state to assist in voter

*
~ Wallace won even areater prominence for personally barring the door of the
University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa to Assistant Attorney General Nicholas Katzen-
bach and two black students seeking entrance.

%k

Under Senate rules, a Senator could hold the floor indefinitely and vield it
to colleagues as he saw fit (thus blocking a vote on a bill) unless debate was
Timited by a successful "cloture" motion. Such a motion required a two-thirds
favorable vote to pass and was infrequently successful.

* ko Kk '

I.e., it placed the burden of provinc a reaistrant (with a sixth crade edu-
cation) illiterate on local officials, instead of requiring the applicant to
prove himself literate.
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registration and education. The youths received training in non-violence and
self-protection, while Mississippi broadened police powers. Between June and
‘ October at least 24 Negro churches were totally or partly destroyed, and bombings,
burnings, floggings, shootings, and Ku Klux Klan activity all increased. On

June 21, three young civil rights workers (two of them white) disappeared; their
bodies were found on August 4, shot. '

o

The violence of that spring and summer seems to have driven the first
wedge between moderate and radical civil rights groups. In July, civil rights
leaders--except those from CORE and SNCC--declared a moratorium on demonstra-
tions until after the election, partly to concentrate on voter registration
and partly to deny fuel to candidates running on law and order or race issues.
The Freedom Summer project enrolled 60,000 mostly black Mississipians in the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP), which sent delegates to the Dem-
ocratic Convention in Atlantic City to challenge the all-white regular dele-
gation. MFDP was offered a compromise (which it rejected): two at-large voting
delegates and a promise of substantial change in delegate selection procedures
by 1968. SNCC and most black Teaders epposed the compromise, while SCLC and
King supported it.*

The Voting Rights Issue

The preceding history should make it clear that voting rights were one
among many goals sought by the civil rights movement; and although whites who
. felt uncomfortable with "direct action" tactics sometimes urged Negroes to con-
fine their attention to this one issue, Negro leaders steadfastly refused to do
C so. For them, the rights tohave a cup of coffee at Woolworth's, to sit at the
front of the bus, or to attend desegregated schools were just as important.

Nonetheless, voting was fundamental in the sense that the machinery of seg-
regation depended on local officialdom--police chiefs, city councils, estc.--for
its survival. As one civil rights worker analyzed it, part of the fear of
working in places Tike Mississippi or Alabama was the knowledge that if private
individuals harassed you, no official would be on your side. The centrality of
voting was in fact enshrined in the Fifteenth Amendment, which forbade denial
of the rights to vote on the basis of race, color, or previous condition of
servitude. This section describes legislation to secure that right enacted in
the fifties and sixties.

The 1957 Civil Rights Act

The first significant piece of civil rights legislation in modern times
was passed in 1957; it did the following:

1. affirmed the citizen's right to seek an injunction to protect
his voting rights;

2. empowered the Attorney General to seek injunctions against the
obstruction or deprivation of those rights;

3. created the United States Civil Rights Commission and gave it
O subpoena power to aid its investigations of abridgements of
. civil rights; and

*
- In 1964 King won the Nobel Peace Prize



4. created a Civil Rights Division of the Justice Department.

As far as securing the right to vote for Southern blacks, the '57 Act was
largely ineffective, since fear of reprisals deterred blacks from seeking in-
junctions or_complaining to the Justice Department. As the Civil Rights Commis-
sion stated ™ its 1959 report,

substantial numbers of citizens qualified to vote under
state registration and electjon laws are being denied
the right to register . . . existing remedies . . . are
insufficient to secure and protect the right to vote of
such citizens.

The Commission recommended empowering federal registrars to register persons
eligible to vote in federal elections who "are qualified under state registration
Taws but are otherwise unable to vote."

The 1960 Civil Rights Act

In 1960, the Supreme Court held the voting rights provisions of the '57
Act constitutional, and Congress passed a new civil rights measure after fili-
bustering Southerners allowed the bill to come to a vote.* The '60 Act authorized
federal courts to appoint referees to register Negroes to vote in federal elec-
tions where a "pattern or practice” of racial discrimination existed. The Act
also empowered the Attorney General, after winning a '57 Act civil suit, to ask
the court to hold another adversary proceeding and to make a separate finding
that there was a "pattern or practice" of depriving Negroes of their voting rights
in the area involved; the court could then, on application from any Negro proving
discrimination, issue an order that he was qualified to vote. Once again, the
requirement that a Negro step forward and prove discrimination deterred widespread
use of this provision.

Actions in 1961-1962

In 1961-62, the emphasis was more on working to use the Taws already on the
books than on securing new legislation. 1In 1961, Congress did extend the life of
the Civil Rights Commission to 1963, and in 1962 Conaress approved a consitutional
amendment outlawing the poll tax as a voting requirement in federal elections.**
But a Kennedy Administration proposal to make a sixth grade education prima facie
evidence of literacy for federal registration purposes died in a Senate filibuster.

Meanwhile, the Justice Department and civil rights groups pushed on with the
slow processes of 1itigating and registering. By June of 1962, the Department had
investigations or suits underway in about 100 counties. The Southern Regional

* .
The filibuster Tlasted for 125 hours and 31 minutes; the Southern forces
ended it when they decided they could defeat the bill's most offensive provisions.

*k
The amendment received the necessary 38 state ratifications in 1964. Only
Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, Texas and Virginia were affected, since only those
states still had poll taxes.
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Council organized a Voter Education Project in which NAACP, the Urban League,
SCLC, SNCC and CORE took part. Half a million dollars in foundation grants
fueled the drive, and by summer's end, 1962, there were over 90,000 newly regis-
tered Negro voters, for a total of 1.5 million of a potential 5 million voters.
However, most of the progress was in the cities. In rural areas, churches were
burned and homes fired into to prevent Negroes from registering.

The 1964 Civil Rights Act

On February 28, 1963, President Kennedy introduced new civil rights
legislation addressed principally to voting rights; the bill also extended the
life of the Civil Rights Commission. The voting rights provisions were as
follows:

1. prohibition for federal elections of: all oral literacy
tests, unequal application of registration requirements,
and denial of registration because of immaterial errors
in filling out the application;

2. establishment of a presumption of Titeracy for anyone with
a sixth grade, English language education;

3. authorization for court-appointed referees to register Negroes
qualified under state law in areas where fewer than 15 percent
of the total Negro population was registered and where a voting
suit was pending; and '

4, provision for preferential and expedited treatment of voting
rights suits in federal courts.

As noted above, the Administration's bill was broadened in June after the
Birmingham demonstrations to include provisions on access to public facilities,
discrimination on federally supported projects, and authorization for the Attorney
General to sue on behalf of private citizens. The voting rights provisions of the new
bill remained unchanged. A liberal subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee
strengthened the bill so much that the Administration feared defeat, and a com-
promise bill was worked out which eliminated the temporary registrar scheme in
favor of having special three-judge federal courts hear voting rights cases if
requested by the Attorney General;* other voting provisions remained the same.
That bill was before the House Rules Committee when President Kennedy was assasin-
ated. President Johnson helped broaden the bill's non-voting rights guarantees
(see page 5), and after cloture was successfully invoked in the Senate, the biil
passed.

*
Decisions of such courts are appealable directly to the Supreme Court,
bypassing the courts of appeals.
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Experience under the Civil Rights Acts

By mid-March 1965, the Justice Department was pressing 70 voting rights
suits, and thousands of Negroes had gained the ballot. (See Exhibit 1.) How-
ever, the process was still a slow and uncertain one. Civil Rights Division
attorneys,—travelling in pairs for safety, would go to counties where few
or no Negroes were registered and would try to find Negroes who had tried to
register. If enough such Negroes could be found, a "pattern or practice" of
discrimination might be provable. However, many Negroes remained justly
afraid of reprisals and declined to cooperate; even where cases were brought,
county registrars would swear that there was no discrimination, and Justice
would appeal to the circuit courts. A victory there was often useless because
the evidence on which it rested would be out of date (i.e., the case was "moot"),
so the whole process would start over. In short, the existing remedies for
securing Negro voting rights were just too siow. Moreover, they applied only
to federal elections.

L

- The Scene: Sé1ma, Alabama

A set of events which would eventually lead to strenathening of the voting
rights laws began in Seilma, Alabama, in 1961. Selma is a small town (19€2 noo.
28,385) 53 miles west of Montogmery, the state capital; it is the county seat of
Dallas County. As of 1965, the local voting rights nicture was simnle: ‘iearoes
didn't vote in Dallas County. This assertion is extreme but well-documented.?*

= In 1961, Dallas County had a voting age population of 29,515, of whom
O 14,400 (49%) were white and 15,115 (51%) black. Sixty-four percent (9,195)
of the voting age whites were registered to vote . . . of the blacks, a total
of 156 (1.03 percent). Between 1954 and 1961, only 18 new black voters had
been registered.

The Kennedy Administration's first voting rights case was brought against
‘Dallas County on April 13, 1961. The case came to trial 13 months later, and
the federal district court handed down its decision 6 months after that: although
agreeing that the registrars in office in 1961 and before had discriminated
against Negro applicants, the court found that the current board of registrars
was not and therefore declined to issue an injunction.

The Justice Department appealed the case to the Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals, and two-and-a-half years after the original suit had been filed, that
court reversed the district court and ordered it to enjoin discrimination by
the registrars. However, the Department had also urged the Court of Appeals
to order the district court to direct the registrars to judge Negro applicants
by the same standards that had been applied to whites during the long years of
discrimination; in the Department's view, this was necessary to erase the
effects of past discrimination. The Circuit Court refused to do this, and

" «
Much of what follows is based on Congressional testimony of Attorney General
Nicholas Katzenbach.
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Justice was thus left in the position of having to gather new evidence to
show violation of the injunction by the registrars--and in the meantime,
few new Negro voters would appear on the rolls.

Two months after the Circuit Court decision, Departmental inspection
of records=at the Dallas County Courthouse in Selma showed that standards
for both races had been raised; since a top-heavy majority of whites were
already registered, the effect was to create even more obstacles to closing
the gap between white and black participation in the electoral process. Be-
tween May 1962 and November 1963, 39% of the 445 Negro applicants were re-
jected. One hundred and seventy-five of those rejected had at least 12 years
of education, 21 had 16 vears, and one had a master's degree.

TR ||

Delay added to the frustrations of the registration process. In years
when applicants had been predominantly white, up to 148 applications had been
processed in one day; in October 1963, an average of 36 persons per day were
allowed to fill out the forms, while at least 24 others were sent home.

Nor was Dallas County (and the rest of Alabama) content to rest on its
"successes.” In February 1964, all Alabama boards of registrars adopted a
new application form. The new requirements did not apply to previcusly-regis-
tered voters--overwhelmingly white--but new (black) applicants had to spell
words such as "enrollment”, "capitation", "impeachment”, apportionment” and
despotism" and explain--to the satisfaction of the (white) registrar--the mean-
ing of a section of the Alabama constitution. (This latter requirement was not
mandated by the statewide election law.) Apnlicants for registration now had
to fill in a form with over fifty blanks, write from dictation a part of the
Constitution, answer four questions on the aovernmental process, read four
passages from the Constitution and answer four questions on the passages, and
sign an oath of Toyalty to the United States and the State of Alabama.

In March 1964, the Justice Department began a new law suit acainst the
Dallas County registrars. At the trial in October 1964, the Denartment nroved
that from May 1962 to August 1964, 93 (less than ] %) of the 795 MNecro aoonli-
cants had been allowed to register to vote. On February 4, 1965, the district
court enjoined use of the literacy and knowledge of government tests and

_entered orders designed to minimize delay in compliance. After four years of

litigation, a total of 383 Negroes were registered to vote in Dallas County.

The Justice Department was hardly alone in its attention to Dallas Countv.
In 1963, SNCC workers had begun a voter reaistration drive in selected Alabama
counties, including Dallas. However, as in the past, fear of reorisals made many
black Selmans hesitant to go to the Dallas County Courthouse, and the SNCC effort
made 1ittle headway. In 19€3-64, middle class black Selmans such as Reverend
Fred Keese, Amelia Boynton, Marie Collins, Marie Foster, and Dr. Sullivan Jackson
began to conduct voter registration classes, hold meetinas, and organize for
voter registration purposes, and their examnle seemed to ease somewhat the fears
(or stir the courage) of poorer blacks. But by 1265, a spark was still needed
to ignite the black community.

That spark was made all the more necessary by the tactics used bv Sheriff
James "Jim" Clark and others to discourage Mecro voter reaistration--tactics that
by 1965 had resulted in four justice Department suits. Amona these tactics were
pnysical violence, lost jobs, denial of credit, court injunctions acainst or-
ganizing or meetino to discuss grievances, baseless arrests and prosecutions
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of Negro registration workers--all facilitated by stationing deputy sheriffs

at civil rights meetings to take down names and license plate numbers of

those who attended. Local arand juries sought to interfere with operations of
the Civil Rights Division, to which many Nearoes looked for assistance and nro-
tection. The Dallas County Citizens' Council took out a full-pace adver-
tisement im the Selma Times-Journal on June 9, 1963, headlined: "Ask Your- =
self this Important Question: UYhat have I nersonally done to maintain seqreqa-—
tion?" In short, the entire panoply of local public and private power was
marshalled to prevent Negro reaistration by whatever means--economic, judicial
or physical--proved most appropriate.

These conditions were by no means unique to Selma and Dallas County.
But in 1965, as the case you are about to read documents, Selma quickly be-
came a national symbol for brutal denial of the right to vote.
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ginia, which was covered bv the bill, rose
Increases were not appreciable in cther sttwes

purcent.

covered by the biit,

1965 CQ ALMANAC

1965 Congressional Quarterly Almanac, p. 537.

Registr.
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7 percent,
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