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The moral logic of Hizballah

MARTIN KRAMER

“And verily the party of God is sure 1o triumph.™ In 1982, a group of
Lebanese Shi'ire Muslims fiest adopeed this verse of the Owr'an as their
slogan and declared themselves to be “the pany of God.” Supporred by
many followers in Lebanon’s large centers of Shi'ite population, and backed
by the Islamic Republic of Iran, “the party of God™—Hizballah~has
snce become a movement with which all other Lebanese facnons must
reckon, lts prowing ideological and armed strength is evident in its ong-
mal stronghold in the Biga Valley and tn the predominantdy Shi'ite south-
e subarbs of Beirur, Its Aghters do sporadic bartle with the rival Leb-
anese Shi'ite movement, Amal; with the Israeli-backed and predominantly
Chnstian South Lebanon Army; and with Synan forces stationed i Leb-
anon. In such pursuats, Heeballah is akin o the vanious other armed Leb-
anese factions, all battling for some advantage in the sevsaw strupede for
an ungoverned land, Like them, Hizballah propagandizes through rallies
and speeches, a newspaper, and a radio station. The movement mainzains
command centers, traimng bases, and an armed militia. And its leaders
conduct diplomacy to secure weapons, money, and support from allied
factions and states.”

e secondary lmr.mm on MichaSah w limered bur growing. Vo an accoom of Heabal

Lah's grneais, we tﬁ.'l'h:()upmoiw The ferusales Ouarterly,
46 Sprng nm 15510, For 1 bl descripason of the movement in e comext. of
Ich ‘s onher lalama swco Marses Dech, Matuvt Idawic Mosvrests

l.m Origins, WMM o Meology, Occanonal Papers Senes of the Center for

v Arah S Grorgrveran Univerury (Wankington, D.C., November 1936),

l 9. mmms\-mmmu.«mugm.mvmmm.um

de&hdlM(lth& wwmlMI For the evnlanon of

policy d Leb sez R, K. Ramacam, Revodulionary fran: Ciy ad
Responge m the Maddie Fac halnmece: Johm Hopkes Universiey Press, 1986, 1

CF, mournabstic ceents of Huaballah s books by Robee Wreight, Sacred Rape (New '{m‘l

131



132 MARTIN KRAMER

Yer Huzbaliah differs from other Lebanese mulitias in a fundamental
respect. Ity leaders, pearly all of whom are Shi‘ite clencs, have fashoned
m thar own minds and in those of thar followers & revolutionary vision
of a sew Lebanon, Hizhallah's declared amm w5 the creation; soaner or
later, of an Islamic state in Lebanon. lts mission is not to improve the
relative position of one of Lebanon’s constituent communities vis-a-vis
afl athees bat to make of Lebxnon an ideal Islamic polity and socety. In
Hizballah's vision, Islam alone will redeem Lebanon from the ravages of
civil war and foreign intervention, which are the consequences of Leba-
non's attempt 1o assimilate the ways of the West,

It is cerrain that there is disagreement within Hizballah over how Leb-
anon’s Islamac revolution shoald be hastened and whether this is an op-
portune moment to articulate a full plan, There are also differences on
thas scare between certam beading figares sn Hizballah and the move-
ment's Iranian guides, who themselves are divided over how best to
transform Lebanon. Bue for Hizballah's rank and file, these debates are
of no great importance, The young men and women of Hizballah are
fired by the pare image of a furuee Lebanon thae will regain stability
through Islamic faw and justice and embark on a redeeming strugghe against
those who would banish Isdam from this Earth,

The bramework of Hizballah

It 15 a pervasive sense of divinely sanctoned massion that Hizballah's
leaders invoke when they insist that their movement 1s something other
than a mere political party or milina. Huballah's official spokesman
maintains that the movement i "not a regimented party, in the common
sense,” for the idea of an exclusive “parry™ & foreign to Islam. Hizballah
159 “mission” and a “way of ltfe,”* Another Hizballah Jeader has insisted
thas Hizballah “is not an organszanon,” for s members carry no cards
andd bear no specific respansibilities. It s a “nanoa’ of all who believe m
the struggle against injustice and all who are loyal to Iran's Imam Kho-
mens, Sull anather Hizballah beader maintains that “we are not a parcy
in the traditional sense of the term, Every Muslim i autonsatically a

Linden PeessSimon and Schaster, 1935 and Asuir Taben, Hody Terror (Loadon: Cenrury
Meechimon, 1537)
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The maral logac of Hizhallabh 133
member of Hizballah, thus it is impossible 1o hist our membership.”* And
in the mind of Iran's chargé d'affaires in Beirut, Hizballah is not “re-
stracted to a specified organizational framework. . . . There are two pas-
ties, Hizballah or God's party, and the Devil’s party.™

The idea of Hizballah as a pure calling did approximate truth in the
first fow maonths after the movement emerged in 1982, But since then,
Iran has worked 10 make Hizballah an increasingly structured, central-
ized, and accountable organization, It is now governed by a sebect con-
sultative counal (the Lebanon Council) and three regional councails (for
the Biga Valley, Beirut, and the South). Seven committees now divide
administrative work among them. The consultative councl, composed
primarily of Lebanese Shi'ite clerics, acts with the advice and agreement
of representatives of Iran, Hizballah's 4,000-man malitia s incressingly
structured, and new recruits pass through probanonary membership be-
fore they are admirred to full membership.*

Seill, as a revolutionary party, Hizballah seeks to maintain as much
secrecy as possible about the nature of authority within the movemens.
Becsuse of the growing use of Hizballah®s name by persons acting with-
out the authorizanon of the consultative counail, Hizballah appointed a
spokesman and pablished an official manifesto in Febeuary 19857 But
Hizballah has made no other public acknowledgments concemning s
structure. And although it is possible to compale a lengthy list of Leb-
anese Shi‘ite clerics and others who are prominent i the movement's
activetses, it is impossible 1o assign to any of them a specific office within
Hizballah.* The avowed repudianon of formal steucture, identified by

*larorview with Abbas ak-Musawi, La Revwe du Libae Bz, 27 Jaly 1985
Hlaterview with Mahirad Nurani, Mon Mg(lum}. 14 Janeary 1985,

*Some derails om the sructure of Hizhal Mddbymm within the movemest,
sppeae s af-Shvrs |Beirue), 17 Murch lﬂé account may be regardal as vebstantially
ACCUFATE.
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Weber as 2 consistent feature of the charismancally onented movement,
sets Hizballah apart from the other large Lebanese factions, and partic-
wlarly from the rival Shi'ite movement Amal, which & governed by an
claborate, formal hierarchy of elected and appointed officals.

But the refusal to acknowledge strucrure s decepnive. Hizballah is an
overwhelmingly Shi‘ite movement for the establshment of an [shamic state
theough the implementation of Ikamic law, The authorities on that law
are Shi'me clerics—ulema—and they occupy roughly the same place of
preeminence in Hizballah thae the rlama occupy i Iran’s ruling kslamic
Republic Party. Among the shama themsebves there are informal yet com-
phex panteens of deference. Hizballah began as a coalition of shama, cach
of whom hroughr with ham his circle of disciples; and although the move.
ment’s framan guides have sought to break down these intermedsate al-
legrances i order to congrol the rank and file directly, the effort has et
with oaly partial success. The individual adherent of Hizballah is likely
to be a follower of the movement through a Lebanese Sh'ite cleric who
serves as his guide. That denic may himsell be a follower of the move-
ment through a clene setwoe 10 him, and so on. These relanonships, which
extend at their highest levels 1o the Shi'ice world's foremost clenics in Iran
and Iraq, provide Hizballah with enough mtormal structure to enforce a
modicum of inteenal discipline, smplement higher decssions, and raise
needed funds.

There is also a parallel structure of authority in Hizballah, which
intrinsic to the lange Shi'ite famalies of the Biga Valley, The loyalty of
these clans to Hebalkzh may owe more o intraclan alliances and rivalrics
than to Islamic commstment. Similarly, the pattern of identification with
Hazhallah i the Shi'we villages of South Lebanon partly replicates estab-
lished parterns of village Jovalty, Bot in the southern subarbs of Beirut,
where Shi'izes have shed their loyalues to clan and village, allegaance 10
Hazhallah s generally expressed through submission to Shi'ive ulanna.
These thickly popalated suburbs are now the most important bastion of
Flizhallah in Lebanon, and they constitute the movement's intelbectual
wnter.

The prominent sl in Hizhallah possess a collective élan rooted in
a shared formanve experience, Most are produses of the once-great acad-
ermies of learnang in the Shi'ite sheine city of Najaf in Iraq. There, in a

banrwn, at et 1o thett oan bers. Sec Al al-K Tarsgat Michalloh Al-omal al-
eyt (Bewut: 1986,
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setting of prous fastidiousness, they studied sacred law, theology, and
philosophy, according o medicval pedagogical methods. From the late
19505 1o rhe lare 1970s, Nagaf was also a place of great intellectual fer-
ment, fueled by the fears of the slama thar their Islamic values and reli-
gous autonomy were threarened by Westernizing influences. Theis re-
sponse was to elaborate a theory of an Islamic state that could offer a
satisfying alternatve to the doctrines of sationolism and communism,
which had made inroads even in Nagaf, The sdamea thoughe, bectured, and
wrote on sihjects such as Islamic goveenmene, Idlamic economscs, and
the ideal Islamic state, The mast notable of these theorists were Ayatol.
lahs Muhsin al-Hakim and Mubammad Bagir al-Sadr, both of Iraq, who
had many Lebanese studenes. Therr teachings received an important en-
dorsement in 1965, with the arrival in Najaf of Ayatallah Ruhollah
Khomeini, who had been expelled from bran for lis agitation againss the
Shal’s forcign and domestic policies, Khomeini spent the nexr thirreen
years of his exile in Najal. Ir was there, in 1970, that he delivered his
landmark fectures on Islamic government and called on Muslim men of
religion to lay exclusive claim to political rule.

All the Lebanese Shi'ite derics who studied in Najaf durmg those years
were indoctrinated to some extent with this ideal, ar an impressionable
moment and i austere conditions of intense Mushim picty. They came
away from Najaf with a coberent ciincssm of the world as it is, an often
revolunenary program for change, and friendships spanning the Shi'ite
world of scholarship. The Iragi secunty authorities have since cleared
Najaf of s radical adama, and some have been executed, But the per-
sonal and ideological ves forged there have never been stronger, It ks the
Najaf background of the leading Lebanese Shi'ite clerics in Hizballah
that accounts for the movement's rapid and complese assimidation of the
doctrines now championed by the Iskamic Repablic of fran.”

This inculcated sense of sacred missson has led Hizballah to regard its
struggle as transcending the narrow frontiers of Lebanon. For unlike the
other armed factions, Hizballah cannor hope 1o attain its ultimate aim
without defeating a constellation of external forees, all opposed moree or
fess resolutely 1o the rransformation of Lebarnon into an Iskamic republic,
Foaremost among them are the United Szates and lsrael, which are abetted

*For the vanoes Lebanoe and lrag Shi'ie miovetnosts that trace theit antecedens 1o Najal,
see Marsin Kramer, “Mudim Ssateceafs and Subverons” Maddie Faat Confengporary Swr-
wey, vel. §; 1983-34 (Tdd Aviy, 1955), 1705



1in MarTIN KRAMIR

by Arab regimes that are allegedly their dependencies. These are power-
ful adversanes, capable of mtcevening i Lebanon m countless ways, from
centers of decwsion far beyond the Timited reach of Hzballah.

The cause of warding off tisose who would chwart Hizbaliah's mission
has been embiraced by bslamic fibhad. Blamic fihad daimed credit for the
spectacular bombiung atracks that helped to deive US, and Isracli fosces
oat of Lebanan. Islamic Jihad las done much to purge Lebanon of for-
agn mfluence by waging a campasgn of kidnapping against foreign na-
ponals. It 3 ditficult to say mach that = authoritatve about Islamse fikad
o¢ 1o do more than speculate abaut the preaise relationship berween Hize
ballah ad Isfamic Jihad. Leading hgures in Hizballsh, as well as Hizbal-
lah's spokesman, disavow all knowledge of the persons behand Eslamie
Jibad, Western intelligence sources cogard Jskemae Jibad as 4 group of
dandestine cells run by several of Hizballah’s malitary commanders, m
mosz mstances in collaboration wath Iran.' Bue conventional thinking
on this matter has changed more than once, Those commumcations is-
sued by Islamic [thad thar are deeimed to be authentic are too brief 1o
open a window on this closed universe of belief and action. The few
details about three young mon known to have carried out suscrde attacks
chaimed by Islamic [shad are oo scanty lae any precise reconstristion of
the group's meshods or affilanons. !

Bue Eslamec Jihad need not interpret itself to the workd, for this is done
on s bebalf and with greae effectivencss by the leaders of Hizballah,
Whatever the relationship of accountability beeween Islamic lihad and
Hizhallah, their sdeclogical compatbility finds dasly expression in the
public statements of Hizballah leaders, Husayn al-Musaws is the leader
of Blamic Amal, a constituent part of Hieballah based i the Bega Valley,

e o tesownied of these comenanders i lnad Mugheiyya, o Lebanese Shite who o
o in lran Mugheiyva's ssne hay appearnd in conmeconn both with the hoabeng -
wacks and kidsappings agamot Americans i Lebanon, and he wan ceponedy one of low
persorm indecied m the Urndod States for b planssng of she TWA e bigacking of Jone
1955, For an American el lgenso assessaent of his rode and characrer M e is 3 violemt
weroeenst capaile of 1mpe by kitkng the [A | hoseages. Vet be doos ot operate
wobuut coenstramts, "), vee Charkes Allen to Vice Adaural Joba Paendexrey, ¥ Sepoember
L9ES, quoted in Repoot of the Presdenr's Speciad Kessess Boand | Washirggion, D.C: U8,
Comarnment Frinting Olte, 26 Febrmary 1987), B-153, n. 50. Aa unsvual opportunicy
40 breab the crde of woreey sarroonding ldamic [ihad was reportedly bost in Lace 1985,
whan Mughroyy s pavsed Bhecagh Frasce, and Frend suthorities dad poe a0t un a reqaent
Om& e Unoed Mutes that be 3¢ detained and prosecured; Neaw Yook Tivwes, 14 March
"

"8t sew manonial i @l agprating oo the “marnyn,” For she nternsnng intersiew with
whe parenns of e pong rman wha carned ner the ammack on the beaeli mikeary head:
duarters ww Tyre in Noverther 1955, see al Al (Beirut), 14 Noversber 956,




The moral logic of Hezballab 137
At times he has also been smgled out in the media as one of the minds
behind Islamac Jihad, a charge be has consistently denied. Bur he and his
followers do <laim 1o have given Islamic Jihad “pohitical and moral sup-
port sa that it would not look as if their actions were of a criminal nature,
In thes sense if it had not been for our propaganda, their actions would
have been condemned by the public as ciminal acts, We have tied 10
make the pablic understand that their action was in the nature of a jihad,
launched by the oppressed against the oppressors,™ '

Husayn al-Musaws and other Hizballah Jeaders invest otherwise
Anonymous 3cts with meaning, transforming apparent crimes mto sacred
deeds. Hizballah's lkeaders justify the extmaordinary operanons carried out
in the name of Istamic Jihad by constructing maral “logics,”™ which are
vald noe only for the wider public but for themselves and perhaps even
for Blamic Jihad. Among these leaders are some of Lebanon's foremost
Shi'ite clerics, men respected and renowned for thar learmng in Islam
and its incumbent obligatons. With their suppors, Eslamsc Jihad need
give hirtle or no account of itsclf, and it has generally prefereed not to do
s0. And through the ssrengrh and resourcefulness of their moral logic, the
Jeaders of Hizballah have created a climate thar promotes the kinds of
operations that have consistently turned back Hizballah's enemies and
placed an Islamic state within grasp,

Two categonies of action have posed umgue challenges ro these dead-
ers, precisely because they employ methods thar on their face seem 10
violate same panciple of Islamic law—the very Law thar Hizballah has
championed as 2 sofution to all of Lebanon's ills. These are the swicidal
bomb attacks and the kidnappings of foreigners. The arguments within
Hizballah over both these extraordinary means provide much msight into
how morality, law, and pecessity may be distorted amd remade under the
redentless pressures of grear collective distress.

Hizballah's spokesenen

Before passing to the substance of the asguments advanced within Hiz-
ballah regarding these two issues, 1t s necessary to introduce those who
will speak. All of them share a viston of an Islamsc Lebanon, Yer cach
reached Mizballah through his own persanal odyssey, and each has a
distinctive perspective on the mission of Hizbaflah, Some are more senior

“lntervies with Hosays ab- Musawi, Rayban (Tchean), 19 Jely 19846,
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in the struggde than others; some have wider followings than others; some
are inore independent of lran and of orher Hizballah leaders than others,
And because all but one are Shi'ite denics, they occupy ditferent pesinons
of rank in the informal hicrarchy of Shi'ue learning.

In the Biga Valley, where Hizballah aperates in dose collaboration
with an Iranian Reyvalunonary Guards Corps contingent, Hizballah lead-
ors speak with the most amform voice. Husayn al-Musaws, already men-
tonesd carlser, 18 the only one whe s not a cleric, Boen in 1he village of
Nabeshit in the Biga Valley, Husayn al-Musawr, now in his forties, is o
former Isterature teacher who later served as an official i the Amal
movement, One of his tasks was lason with Tran, which he vesieed fre-
quently. In 1982 when Amal lexler Nabih Berni decided to join the Na.
tional Salvation Committee, Husayn al-Musawt broke with Amal, made
for the Biga Valley, and there established Islamic Amal. This s now sub-
sumed organizanonally i Hizballah, although ir apparenty remains une
der the persanal authonty of Husayn al-Musawi.

Hizballah in the Biga Valley is under the spimual gusdance of two
voutg Shi'ite derscs, both products of the Sh'ise academses of Nagaf o
Iraq. Shaykh Sublu al- Tufayli was baen in 1948 in the village of Brral,
alsa in the Biga Valley. He spent nine years studying in Najat and a boef
time m Qom in Iran, Despite has youth, Tufayl enjoys comsiderable pres-
tige as the Biga Valley’s most leared denic, Sayywd Abbas al-Musaws,
born in 1952 in Nabishit, spent esght years in the same Najaf academy
before coming to Ba'tabakk in 1978, Now he teaches in a local academy
which he hedped 1o found. The Biga Valley clerics have no pretensions to
independent leadership, As Tutayl says, “Our relanonship with the 1s-
lamic revolution fin Iran] is onc of a junior to a senior - . - of a soldier to
hss commander."!"

In Beirur, the official spokesman of Hizballah is Sayyid Ibrabim al-
Amin, born in 1953 in the village of Nabi Ayla near Zahla. He was
educated first in Nogaf but more thoroughly in Qom, and he once repre
senced Amal o Tehran, Like Husayn al-Musawi, be, too, broke with
Amal in 1982, coming first to the Biga Vailey and later making has way
to Beirat, He has worked very closely with atficials of the Iranian em-
bassy m Berrut and 15 an effective preacher in his own nght.

It 15 significanc thar the man most often named as the spiritual leader
of Huzballah denies not only the mtle but all formal connection with Hia-

Hiveerview with Tulayh, Eesala'ar (Tehran), 20 August 1983,
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ballah. Noneaheless, Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Fadlallab owes
his polinical ascent in Lebanon to his undeniable influence over the mave-
ment. Fadlallah is the mast senior Shi'ite cleric affiliaced with Hizbaliah,
and is unquestionably the most articutate and subtle advocate of Islamic
Republicanism in Lebanon, Fadlallah wis born in Najat in 1935, but his
father hailed from the village of Aynara s South Lebanon. In Najaf,
Fadlallah studied under radical clercs, but be also felt the moderating
influence of another teacher, Avarollah Abu ab-Qasim Khao's, renowned
for his apolitical devonon to scholarship. Fadlallah arcived in Beirut in
1966 and began a pramising career in preaching, teaching, writing, and
communal work. The Iranian revolution led Fadlaltah to shed his politi.
cal quietism. Follownyg the Isracll invasson m 1982, be turned his pulpat
inte a plattorm for comcsm of foreign imvolvement in Lebanon and ap-
peals for the establishment of an 1sdamic republic.'!
Fadlallah s a man of no small ambition who claims a following nor
only in Hizballah but in Amal and even among Shi'ites outside Lebanon.
At the same nime, his relationship with Hizballah’s Iranian sponsors and
puides has been a wary ane, for hes reading of the Lebanese situation has
diverged sugnificantly from thesrs. It »s Fadlalkah’s view that an Blamac
Republic of Lebanon will be achieved Later rather than sooner, given the
certain opposition of several communities in Lebanen and their powerful
foreign supporters.'’ Thar opposition cannot be reduced solely through
intimidation and violence, hut it can be eroded gradually through a cam:
paign of persuasion. Fadlallah himself aspires to be Lebanon's great per-
suader, 3 man of refigion who stands abave the mire of Lebanese militia
politics and to whom all will eventually tuen for mediation.
Fadlallah thus kas oo interest in being singled oot as the leader, spin-
rusl or otherwise, of Hizballah, Because a substantial part of Hizhallah
15 influenced directly by the Iranians, he sees no reason 1o take on himself
the burden of respansibility for Hizballah actions deaded by others. And
he does not wish to disqualify himself from a future rofe that might -
tablish his authonty far bevoad the confines of Hizballah.'* So Fadlallah
“For o luller nographical sccoun, see Martin Keamer, * Muhammad Msays Fadlallah, "
Orient |Opladn, Woit Germany| 26, mo. 2 (Jene 1985): 147-9, Some of Fadlallsh's
theceetical wiitings, mosthy from she 19705, have been examined = twa arsichos by Ob-
wier Cares: “Qui reot-Cefy de Mubammad Husayn Fadalbh”" Rerwe frangair de
serence pofitigwe 17, mo0 4 [Augus 19875 478501 md “La ‘revelunos nlamigquee’ wlon
Muhammad Hinayn FadiaBis " Orens 2%, oo, | (Mards 1938): 68-34

"Foc & mh‘ docussion of Fadldlah's ddierences with Iean, even over lran's decions

bk ol Hizballah, s al Siura, 4 Augast 1936,
“mhhuiﬁmﬂemhm:mulmﬂmdnnmdmbawlymful
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has repeatedly declared that were be the leader of Hizballah, he would
“have ensugh courage to own up to that fact, [t s simply not so."" This
altawes him 1o affiem thar 1 am not eesponsibile far the behavior of any
armed or unarmed group.™ And unlike those clerics who identify openly
with Hizballah, Fadlallab does not regard the movement as different in
kind from Lebanon's other militiss: “Hizballah is a party, just ke other
partees in Lebanon which reson 1o the use of arms. It might be responsi-
ble for infracnons and violations of the law, and they might have made
mastakes, even though their mistakes are far bess than those of others.™”
Fadlallah avers that he has a following within Hizballab, but he rejeces
even the label of “spirinual guide" of the movement.™*

Yet for alt thae, Fadlallah stands atop the mtormal hierarchy of clerics
associated with Hizballah, He s scmor to them all i s learning and
status. They rurn to him for gadance, and he s o regular fixtare ar Hie-
ballabs railies. Many who are devored first and foremost to Fadlallah fill
the ranks of Hizballah, and adherents of Hizballah &l his mosque in the
Bi'e al-Abid guarter of Beirut, Hizballah uses his mosque for gathenngs,
and it may be Hizballah thar guaranrees Fadlallah's persanal security
against would-he assassins. There are close ties of mumal dependence
amang Hizballah's leaclers, their Iransan goides, and Fadlallah: for all the
jealousics they arouse in one another, 2 sense of shared purpose binds
them. Hizballah's adherencs pledge their elimate allegiance 1o the Imam
Khomeini, but he cannot address his Lebanese following directly, for his
Persian oratory cannot transcend the Bnguist frontier, And so lran de-
pends on Fadlailah's brillkant Arabic rhetaric ro carry the message of
Islamic republicantsm to Hizballah. Fie 15 an imperfect medium, for Fad:
lallah has has own agenda; but no other Lebanese Shifite dlerc comies
clase o rendering the servace as effectively as he does,

There are many other notewarthy dencs affiliared wich Hizhallah, They
inclode Shaykh Muhammad lsma'il Khalig (Ayatoliah Monsazeri's rep.
resentative in Lebanon and founder of an Islamic academy i Barot),
Shaykh Zuhayr Kanj (leader of a Hizballah-backed coalinen of clencs),
Shaykh Mahir Hammud (3 Sunni from Sedon and a leader of that same

source of Sh'ne authorsy o matters of n-tww- !m etersiew with Fallallah, al-Skira,
26 May 1986, Fadlallsd seermn to be for 3 dat of

authomity that wuedd allow hem 20 stand a5 an rqtul [ Khovmm 3 stvessor. Pultlications
of thos sreesiew 1s said 8o have angered Mantan effcials in Beeus
Tinerviews with Fadlallash, Mosder Morwmg, 15 Ocrober 1984, al Naksar Betrurs, 3 O
tuber 1983

Flmeresew wos Fadhillah, o oohad afonba's (Ales Dhabil, 10 fezuary 1956
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coalition), Shaykh Muhammad Yazbak (founder of an Islamic scademy
m Ba'labakk), Sayyd Hasan Nasrallah (now very active in mobilizing
Berrut Shi'ites for the struggle i the South), as well as a number of
preachers in the towns and villages of South Lebanon, A complete analy-
sis of Hizballah would take their opimons into account as well, bur they
tend 1o offer interprenations receved from the movement's more visible
TEPresEnTanves,

Sascrde and maryrdom

Hizhallah owes much of irs repuranion in the wider world 1o the unprec-
edented wave of suicidal bombings carried out by Lebanese Shi'ites from
the spring of 1983 to the summer of 1985, These attacks were direcred
against LS., French, and Isracli tangets m Lebanan, and they mer with
astonishing success in bringing about policy reassessments by all these
eatrancous powers. In the best-planned of these aperations, individual
sutele bombers caused tens and even hundreds of casualties, Respansi-
bility for mast of the bombings was daimed by Islamic Jikad, and prom-
ment hgures affiliated with Hizballah were careful to disavow any in-
valvement in the artacks. Nonetheless, i was Hizballah that most directly
benefired from the suscxle operations. The movement’s own military ca-
pabilitics were still very limited, and its milita had yet to take effective
form. Yet the spectacular bombings suggested that eeligions ferver could
compensare for small numbers and that Hizballah commanded a kind of
devotion from irs adherents thar no other militia could claim. Hizballah
could no longer be ignored. Irs leading Agures sought to assure this rec-
ognition even as they distanced themselves personally from the attacks,
by justifying the operations as though they were Hizhallah's own,

In one sense, it was an uncomplicated moral logic that justified the
highly effective Ocsober 1983 suicide artacks against the U.S. and French
contingents of the Mulnnational Force (MNF) in Betrut. Although he
invariably densed any personal myvolvement in the attacks, lslamic Amal’s
Husayn al-Musawi saw the attacks as defensive acts agaimt foreign oc-
cupanion. “Even if we, the people of Islamsc Amal, do not have relations
with those who committed these attacks, we are nevertheless on the side
of those who defend themselves, by whatever means they have chosen,"!”
In his view, the MNF was a military force commutted to armed struggle

lmerciew with Husayn al-Muosaw, Le Monde, 2 November 19835
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against Lebanon's Muslims, a view held widely in Beirut’s southern sub-
urbs and wadely preached by Shi‘ite derics w mosque sertvons through-
out the country, “'| accept these artacks,”” declared Musawr. " The French
and Americans came 10 Beirer to bedp the Phalangists and lsraehs—our
enemies—against the Muslims. They evacuated the Palestenians to enable
the Israchs to enter Borut,™" Musawi densed knowing any members of
Blamac fibad, which chaimed credit for the artacks, Bar he would larer
declare, "1 supported their glorious attacks against the U.S. and French
torces in Lebanon. | have said repeatedly that | have no conoection with
them, but we respect them and we support them fully and we bow our
heads 10 the greamess of their work."!

The Hizballah leader in the Biga Valley, Sayyid Abbas al-Musaw, felt
fustifiedd m declaring that the ateacks “represented the opinion of all Mus-
s, The MNF should nor bave actedd the way it did, When you knock
on someone's door, you maust waie for an answer before entering.”* For
Sayyid lbrahim al-Amin, spokesman of Hizballah in Beirue, this aggres-
swve intrusion was part of 2 “wae™ with the Unted States, whech bad
“rramsformed Lebanon into a malitary 1esz laborarory for thesr advanced
weapons.” [t was “our right 1o nise up against our enemies,” and the
October 1983 attacks “deserve proper recognition, homage, and defer-
ence,” for they were “unpeecedented in the history of mankind. ™' Hiz-
ballah’s leaders deemed the MNF a bosnde force in time of war, not a
neutral force dispatched to preserve peace. Therefore, attacks agamst the
MNF were military operations agalmst an enemy, nol acts of tecrorism
against political neurrals. And as spectaculardy successful milsrary oper-
ations, the amacks were widely applauded, nue only by Hizballah but by
other Lebanese factions as well as by Irn and Syna. When attacks launched
against lsraeh forces in Lebanon enjoyed comparable success, they met
with similar accolades,

The more complicated moral ssue from Hizballah's pone of view
concerned the method of the attacks, which depended on the premedi-
tated sacribee by Muslims of their own lives, The frequency wirth which
thas 1ssue was addressed by Shi'ite deries following the atzacks suggests
ehar resort o this method did sot meet wath universal approbation within
Hizballah, because of the steong Ilamic prohibiven agaimst suicide **
Slmteraew wirh Hasam al-Munawy, Le Figara, 13 Seprember 1984,

Mimervaew wh Foasayn Al Maaws, Kaydan, 29 July 1586
imervaew with Abbas 3l Masaws, La Rnvor & Liben, 27 July 1981

Mimervaew wirky Ihrabam ol Amin, Kopbiae, 19 Ococber 1985,
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Some activists were also distressed that the method tended o obscure the
message, because the many psychologists called upon to interpret the
attacks suggested chindcal rather than political interpretations for the mo-
tives of the perpetrators. These interpretations had some effect in the
Shi'ite street, where it was ramored thar the terroetsts who had carried
out the operations were possibly disturbed, making it necessary for Is-
lamsic fihad to conceal their identities even after the attacks. If this had
been the case, Islamic Jthad’s operational planners had exploited the psy-
chologscal distress of unbalanced youngsters, who had acted withous the
full possession of ther faculnies,

Savvid Mubhammad Husayn Fadliallah gave this issue the most system-
atic exposanion in his interviews, speeches, and sermons. It was a subject
he could not avoid, yet one thar had to be addressed in cautions terms.
Reports by the inselligence branches of the Lebanese army and the Leb.
anese Forces (Phalanges), which were leaked to the American press, had
Fadlallah granting religious dispensation to the attackers on the eve of
their mission,** He densed this accusanon immediately and consistently,
as the nevirable preface 1o his analysss of the moral implications of the
artacks. This he made from the point of view of an interpreter of religious
law, to whom persons both within and beyond Hizballah turned for
judgment on the moral admissibility of the method employed in the op-
crations,

Fadlallah's initial declaratory posston was one of ambivalence toward
the areacks, One of his professed doubis was sinictly situational, In the
immediare aftermarh of the attacks, he expressed concern about passible
retaliation against the southern suburbs and aboat the likelihood that the
bombings might drive the United States to adopt a stll more aggressive
posture. The attacks were liable 1o create “a climate that makes it casier
for umpersalism to implement its plans, This is what happened with the
two explosions, The United States benefired from them i mvasling Gren-
ada and in exerning political pressure in Lebanon w further its inters
est5.?* Bur Fadlallah's concerns abour the effece of the arcacks on the
resolve of the United States were soon dissipated; it rapadly became clear
that the attacks had shattered that resolve and hassened the withdrawal
of the MNF. Yet Fadlallah was still Jeft with the complex moral and Jegal

de iv d v = Hell of the scticn by whach be kiled himelf.
Frane Roseathal "On Suodt o Idam Jownsf of rhe American Omental Socsety €4
(1946), 143, 245,

b 1 ofghul ey appeared in the Wasbivgion Fosr, 2%, 30 (xvober 19K1
*lacerview wah Fadlallah, 2i-Khaty {Sharjahj, 14 November 1943,
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sue of the methad employed in the attacks., especially because he and
ather Shi'ite derics who looked to him for guidance were besicged by
believers” questions, Some of these wanted an explicit judgment based on
religrons law—a fateg—sancrioning the method of suicidal attack.

Fadlaliah knew the nuances of the law: He did not hesitate to declate
that, "“hased on my individual intespeetation of Klamic law, | have res-
ervanons about resorting to suicidal tactics in political action.""*” And so
Fadlalah resisted all pressures 1o rule decisively on the matter. Although
he publicly commented on the merit of indiadual operations, he gener-
ally avended any blanket endorsement of the method, which remained
highly problematic from the point of view of religrous law. “In many
cases, | stated that these martyrdom operations are not justibied, except
in very difficudt cases, 1 can say that | have not wssued any fares sance the
heginning of these operarions and up ro now. On the comrary, | am one
of those who stood against all thes commonan far fatieas. Despite the
pasitive points which come out of this action, I believe that there are
many neganve points,”** But this went without saying; it was his own
philasophical assumprion that “naturally, there is a positive aspect and a
negative aspect to every event i the workd,"** and “there 15 evil m every-
thing good and something good in overy evil,”** No act of violence could
bhe (ustified or condemned withour knowledge of specific cantext. Having
cansidered the specific circumstances of the operations, Fadlallah even.
tually gave them the fullest possible endorsement short of an explicit
fatwa,

First, be said, no other means remained 1o the Muslims to confront
the massive power commanded by the United States and lsrael. In the
absence of any other alternanve, unconventional methods became admas-
sible and perhaps even necessary. "I an oppressed people does not have
the mears to confront the Unsted States and Isracl with the weapons in
which they are superior, then they possess unfamibiar weapans. .. .
Oppression makes the oppressed dscover new weapons and mew serength
every day.""" The method itself redressed a gross imbalance in the capa-
Ilities of the competing forces. “When a canflict breaks out between
oppressed manons and impenialism, or between two hastile governments,
the partics to the conflict seek ways to complete the elements of their
Vheterview with Fadlallah, af-Kbaly, 14 November 1981
Pharervien wath Fadlallah, al Mustagh! (Taen), 6 July 1985
Pharerview with Fadlallah, af-Nabuar abaraby sl dusai, 21 July 1954

M Fadlallah Foday wroon, 2-AAL 6 December 1985,
hareeview with Yadlallah, al ferdsad (Abe Db, 7 Jone 1985,
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power and to newtralize the weapons used by the other side. For example,
the appressed natieas do not have the technology and destructive weap-
ons America and Europe have, They must thus fight with special means
of their own. |We| recognize the right of nations to use every unconven-
tional method to fight these aggressor nations, and do not regard whar
oppressed Muslims of the world do with primitive and unconventional
means 10 confront aggressor powers as terrorssm, We view this as reli-
piowsly lawful warface against the workl’s imperialist and dominecring
powers,” ™ The imbalance of power, coupled with the obligation of
sell-defense, therefore necessitated extraordinary and uncoaventional
methods of wagmg war, because the oppressed stood ar a disnnc dis-
advantage in any face-to-face confrontation with the formidable forces
of impenalism,

But although Fadiallah had essablished the need for uncoaventional
methods, this did not constmute a dear endarsement of those unconven-
tional methods that mighe also be in conflicr with Islamic faw, such as
the self-destrucnive attack. One could not simply argue extenuarting cie-
cumstances to a constituency devoted to the implementation of Islamic
law. Here Fadlallah's argumentation became subtle, “These imtiatives,"”
he insisted, “must be placed in their context.” If the aim of such a com-
batant “is to have a political impact on an enemy whom it is impossible
1o fight by conventional means, then his sacrifice can be part of a jihad,
a religions war. Such an undertakmg differs lictle from char of a soldier
who fights and knows that in the end he will be killed: The two situations
lead to death; except that onc fits in with the conventional procedures of
war, and the other does not.”™? Fadlallah, denying he had told anyone 10
“blow yvoursdll up," did affiem that “the Mushims believe that vou steag-
gle by rransforming yoursell nto a living bomb like you struggle with a
gun im vour hand, There is no difference beeween dying with a gun in
your hand or exploding yourself.”"**

This point would ultimately constitute the crux of Fadlallah’s argu-
ment: Deaths in suscade bombings are no different from more common-
place deaths of soldsers who enter bactle knowsng that some of them will

Y lntersiew wah Fadallah, Kaytaw, M %«M ms. onmudnopb ‘do Iol con
wicr forkdden ia the g of shee ob The leg:
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dom), 1 Oxzober 1984,
lntersiew with Fadlallah, mivrsanovale (Panis) 19 [Aurmmn 1981): 168,
“l‘nmww -n'r Fadlallab, M Eaut Ieaght (Washington, D.C | 4, so. 2 | June-July
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not retarn but confident that theie sacnfice will advance the commaon
cavse, “What Is the difference berween serning our for battle knowing
you will dic after killing ten [of the enemy |, 2nd setting out to the feld 1o
kil ten and knowing vou will die while killmg them?" Fadlallah argued
that there was o difterence. This the psychologests falled o understand.
They had explained the operations as the aecessary result of the “brain-
washing" of the bombers, who had been “suspended in air in & magcal
paradise,” But the psychologests knew nothing of oppression asd how it
moved men, for “he who has never known hunger in his life cannot un.
derstand the cries of hunger.” There are Muslims who have ser the aim
af changing a certaan political sicwation, and even of they die in domg so,
thar cause 1 advanced, The death of such persons iy not & tragedy, nor
does it indicare an “agrrared mental stare.” Such a death is calculared; far
fram being a death of despair, it is a purposeful death in the service of 2
fiving cause. The suicide drivers who reportedly went “grinning” to their
deaths wete not contemplating paradise, as the media imagined, but were
repoicing in their heares thar they were able 1o advance thetr cause one
step forward."’

Fadlalah thus retrospectively sanctioned operations that he belseved
hod served the interests of Islam and had been carned our with full
awareness of their purpose and conseqquences. But he himself would nor
asswe o fatua; nor would he acknowledge having sanctioned any opera-
won in advance, He simply indicated thae he had been approached by
those willing to make such a sacrifice our of 2 full awareness and that
these supplicants had been difficult to dissuade.’*

Fadlallah's moral logic thus rested on two opposite but complemen-
rary asservions. The Mushims had jast canse and need 1o resort 1a extraor-
dinary means; vet the suicide bombings were not that extraordinary afres
Al aodd by doser analysss revealed that those Muslims who penished in
such aracks dheel deaths that did nor differ from bardefield deaths, These
were the complex mechanisms of moral disengagement thae permirted
Isdamic hihad, in good conscience, to recouie and deploy young men in
smcidal missions. Unlike simple mechanisms of disengagement, which

" Eadbaliah beezeer wan delrvored om I8 July 1954 3ad peblished m pamghber form ursber
the 1k Al Munganiind ol !shmwﬂju-h ol Biga alglarbs soa-Baiboye ing., =d.),
1619, 2 was alw Juced in the colb of Fadlallah's sermons and lecnires eeo-
ded af- Mugansms J-Jd.-mm Sy o tarale Ut (Boiret, T9ES), 45.5),
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culminate in debumanization of “the other,”” these complex mecha-
nisens allowed Hizballah's clerics to sanction the sacnfice of indispurably
human—Muslim—ives. It was the specificity of those hives that posed
the moral dilemma, Whereas 4 commander may know for certain that
some of the soldiers in his charge may die in a conventional operation,
he cannot know who among them will perish. It is God's will, or fate, or
random luck that determines who will die. refieving the commander of
direct and persomal responsibility, But in the operations conceived by the
commanders of Islamic Jthad, it was impaossible 1o displace responsibility
by the same ssmple process of dissociatian, The cherics of Hizballah thus
fashioned the necessanly complex logic thar reached its highest refine-
ment in the intellectualized reflections of Fadlalah.

Indeed, the moral logic of Fadlallah may have been too refined for
Hizballah®s rank and file, for his ideas were often simpiified in the pro-
nouncements of lesser clerics, A lesser clerse in Hizhallah explained that
suicide operations could nenher be sancrioned noe banaed absohutely,
because their admissibility depended on arcumstances and every Muslim
was under a religious obligation to preserve his own life if possible. But
those who carried out attacks for the good of Iam would go to paradise,
and “we believe that those who carrred out suicide operations against the
enemy are indeed i paradise.”” " In contrast, Fadlallab never made ex-
plicit reference 1o the fate of the souls of those Muslims who died in the
aracks. And others did not helieve, as Fadlalah did, that his intellecraal
justifications were an adequate substitute for a formal legal ruling by a
Muslim religrous authonty. According to one besser dersc m Hizballah,
s of “sclf-martyrdom” (ftshhad, as opposed to suwide, mrdhar) “were
carrted out by our youth under our insparation. Some came 10 consult me
aboar acts of self-marryedom, | explained 1o them thar this requires a
fatus from ane of the highest authorities, thar is, the Imams Kho'i oc
Khameini, for a believer will do nathing without giving consaderation to
the principles of law.” Three known men who carnied out surcade oper-
stions against [srach forces m South Lebanon were named as having
“martyred themselves in accord with 2 fatea™ For these acts to be
accepted as kegarimare, msany in Hizballah found intedlecrual justifications

" Yor the cruzial rele of moral discagagrmess = fezreeim, sce Albent Besdura's sstide i
than voleme |Chapeer Y7,
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necessary but nor sufficient; hence the popular clamor for formal fatress,
to which Fadlallah hamself alluded. Still, the logic of such farwas would
not have differed in kind from the public stazements by Fadlaliah 2nd
Hizhallah's other leaders justifying the suicide operatons.

Following the withdrawal of the MNF and successive kraeli redeploy-
ments southward, the options for operations that would peodsice a high
number of enemy casualoes diminsshed, As nme passed, similar opera-
nans were undertaken by groups thar were not aligned ideologically with
Hieballah. And because of various countermeasures, potential tangets of
such artacks becamse more difficult 1o reach and destroy, and somse ar-
1empes ok a significanr toll in innocent Lebanese bives. At the same
time, the fighters of Hizballah began to beneht from improved Iranian
trainang an the Biga Valley and were able to launch effective conventions!
operatons against the South Lehanon Army.*"

Unider these altered circumszances, the method of the susadal bombing
attack was set asde, By late 1985, Fadlallah confirmed the change in
approach: ' We belicve that suicide operatsons should only be carrsed out
if they can bring about a polincal or military change in propartion to the
passsons that incite a person to make of his body an explosive bomb,™
Fadlallsh deemed past operanoas agamnss sracli forces “successful in that
they significantly harmed the kraclis. Bur the present circumstances do
not faver such operations anymore, and attacks that only inflict limated
casaaltes (on the enemy) and destray one buikling should not be encour-
aged, if the price & the death of the person who carries them our."™!
Fadlallah, in essence, admitted thae the legitimacy af this extraordinary
method rested ultimatedy on its extraordinasy sucoess, When such success
could mo longer be assured, the many reservations that had been sub-
merged beneath his maral logic reasserted themselves. Fadlallah ard the
Shiite clerics of Hizballah, men conssious of the dictates of Islamic law,
could never allow thar the mete success of these aperations was their own
mstficanion. But ance spectacular success began to prove elusive, all other
arguments collapsed, Soch attacks. done on what Fadlallah once de-
scribed as “the Elamse pattern,™ were discontinued, and the issue ceased
to figure in the running public commentary by the keaders of Huballah.

“For Hirballah's own sesessment of i1 mikeary lites  the South (where ot had
about S0 reen ender dems), sece oAb, 12 Dece 1954,
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Nevertheless, Sayyid Ibrabim al-Amin warned in 1986 that “suicidal op-
erations may be used again' if opportuninies presented themselves.*! Hiz-
ballsh's organization of a suocessful suicide bombing against Israeli forces
in South Lebanon in October 1988 signalled thar the method had been
abandoned for tactical rather than moral reasons, and thar it mighs be
revived in changing circumstances.

Imnocent hostages and Islamic mosalicy

In July 1982, David Dodge, an American administrator at the American
University of Betrut, was kidnapped by Lebanese Shi'ites with strong ties
1o Iran, Hostage taking had been part of the political repertoare of vie-
wally all Lebanon’s militias, but these had acted only against one another
in order to mmnmidate opponents or ta win the release of hostages held
by Lebanese nvals. Foreigners felt secure from such assault, because they
were not regarded by the local political factions as parties to the civil war
for Lebanon. But the growth of Islamic republicanism among Lebanon's
Shi'ites ended the idyll, Many of the foreignerss in Lebanon were nation-
als of the United States and France, countries denounced by lran as ene-
mies of the cause of Islamic revolunon in fran, the Persian Gulf, and
Lebanon. After the Dodge kadnapping, aitizens of the United States and
France were subjected to an intimidating campaign of hostage taking,
done in part in the same of Blamsc Jibad. As in the case of the suicide
bombangs, Hizballah's beaders consistently denied any knowledge of the
persans or groups behind this campaign. Bar much evidence indicares
thar those who waged the campaign of hostage taking and hijacking were
under the influence, and sometimes the control, of Iran and Hizballah.
Hostage taking and hijackings have served the cause of Islamic repub-
Becanism in Lebanon in many wiays, First, the soldiers of the Istamic rev-
olution do fall from ume o time into hostile hands, and one way 0
secure their redease is to seize and exchange hostages for Iskam's prisoners
of war—even when those prisoners are held elsewhere, as in the case of
the Shi'ites under sentence in Kuwait for bombings commirted in Decem-
ber 1983, The Lebanese Shi'ite who has directly controlled many of the
American and some of the French hostages in Lebanon is reportedly a
brother-in-law of one of the Kuwait prisoners, and his consistent demand
has been their release. Second, hostages can concewvably be exchanged

Hnrerview with Amin, Kiayhaw, ¥ Februsey 1956,
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far political or economic concessions from enemy ROVErNMEnts; some
have already been traded for ULS, arms and frozen franian assets. Third,
the systemaric 1aking of hostages may have the effect of driving out for-
egners who come to fear for their safety. Their exodus undermines the
security of docal opponents who rely on foreign support and makes o
more difficalt for foreign spies 10 operate against the Islamic revolution-
ary party, Foarth, the holder of hostages may enjoy an immunity from
attack or retaliation as bong as hostages are under his roof. Fifth, the
holding of hostages can msake @ grear power appear helpless, boostng
maeale within the revolutionary movement. And last, the holding of hos
tages can bring wide attention to forms of injustice that go unnoticed
unless they are dramatized.

But when hostages are imnocent of all wrongdoing and are simply the
means to an end, men who profess an absolute allegiance to law face a
dafficult dilemma. The seizure of innocents cannot be readily reconciled
with Islamic Law, even with the Istamic law of war, And because these
acts are undertaken in the pame of an Islamic cause, there s always the
possibility that even fair-minded people will equate hostage taking and
hsjacking with Islam itselt, thus doing damage to the image of Islam as a
religion of tolerance and justice. Finally, as in the case of the suioide
bambings, there is the ever-present danger chat the method will obscure
the message-—that sympathy for the hostages will destroy all empathy for
the Mushims whuose victimization fiest prompred the bostage taking or
hijacking.

Once again it fell to Hizballah to articulate 2 moral logic, thas time for
seizing and threatening the bives of foreigners. The sumplest justification
was to say thar foreigners 1aken hostage were themselves gailty of some
transgressian against the Mushims, specifically thar they were spies, Ac
vording to Shaykh Subbi al-Tufayli, “Imperialism has agents and spies
throughont the world, 1vis our tight and the tight of every person in the
world 1o follow the moves of such agems and to asrest those who have
been indicted.”” Such agents could hide behind a diplomaric or culteral
guase, amnd arrcsting them was o matter of self-defense.** Husayn al-
Musaws also approved of kidnappings "if the hastages are spees and agents
and are there for mischief against Muslims."** Bur this justificanon was
necessarily thin. For by us logic, all those taken hostage and then discor-
ered not 10 be spies should have been redeased, And o oo was so cred-

*lstcrview with Tulayh, st-Jinhad afwby, 4 December 1986,
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wlous as to bebeve that all the foreign hostages—including the hijacked
passengers of TWA Flight 847 and persons snatched at random on West
Beirur's streets—were indeed spics. The prolonged detention of forcign-
ers who were persanally innocent demanded a more complex |ustifica-
tion.

Even the offical spokesman of Hizballah had difficulty producing one.
When Sayyid 1brahim al-Amin was asked bow lilamic law interpreted
the kidnapping of foreign diplomars and journabists, he said that this was
not bis business and thar the kidnappers themselves should be “asked
abour the question of Islamic law in this matrer.”"** This kind of evasion
did not behr a Shi'ite cleric, who 15 generally expected to have his own
interpretation or to adopt an mterpretation of a scholar whom he regards
as more learned. Husayn al-Musawi also knew of no unequivocal justi-
fication i lsdamic law for such an act. When asked about the Islamic
view of holding innocenss, he simply replied that "t is the same as with
alcohol. Alcohol is farbidden under Islam, bur when it 15 a medicine you
are aflowed 1o take as much as you need for your recovery.™” it was a
weak analogy, but Husayn al-Musawi had no schooling in Islamic law.
A deric with Hizballah affiliators argued that the hostages were taken
in order to assure the freedom of Mushim peoples from the “captivity™
of coloalalism. * Just as freedom 1s demanded for a bandful of Europeans,
itis also demanded for the millions of Muslims."™** Yer it was well knawn
thar the most impartant demand of the hosrage holders was che release
of specific groups of Shi'ite Muslims held by lsrael and Kuwair. Hizbal-
lah's own official statements regarding the TWA hijacking and the hold-
ing of French and American hostages simply argued that these acts were
justifiable because of “extenuating circumstances.” The TWA hijacking
was sancrioned because it “awakenced human consciences™ 1o lirael's
“abduction” of 700 Shw'ite detainees ro “occupied Palestine.” How conld
the United States approve of Israel's action, yet criticize the hijackers for
holding only 40 hostages?*” As for the kidnappimg of Americans and
Frenchmen, Hizballah determined that both countries had attempted to
“drive the oppressed up against the wall,” and their victims had “no
other choice than 1o adopt this means. "™ Sayyid Abbas al-Masawi said

* furerview wirk (hrahis al-Amin, al-Mayalab, 19 March 1984

TDPA [Baret), 4 Februaey 1987 queced in Doy Reporr: Maddle East amid Afoica (Wash.
ingron, D.C. Foreign Broadcass Informanon Service—FRIS), § Febeuary 1987

*hnterview with Sadig al-Musawi, al-Nabar alarabs sal discalr. 28 July 1936,

** Habalah stasement, a-Safir, 29 June 1985,

¥ AFP (Berut), 13 May 1986; quuted m FBIS, 14 May 1986,
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the same, when asked whether the “oppressed™ were responsible for the
hostage taking: "Oaly the United States, France and Israel are responsi-
ble, since they provoke such actions by their hareful policy toward the
Muslim people and their barbaric practices, the consequences of whach
they must accepe.™!

The thinness of this logic demonstrared a lack of intellectual resoarce-
fulness and legal acumen—those very qualities that so clearly distin-
gushed Fadlallah from Hiballah's other clerncs and rendered him so
indispensable 10 the movement. But Fadlallah himself would not provide
2 compelling moral ogsc far the hostage taking and kadnapping, because
he had reached the conclusion that neither could be justified on Islamic
maral and legal grounds. The sanction Fadlallah bad bestowed apon the
self-sacnificing bomber he withheld from the kidnapper and hijacker of
mnocents.

It was true that there were positive aspeces to sauch acts; Fadlallah did
not abandan his penciple that "there is evil in everything good and some-
thing geod in every evil.” The Islamic movement indisputably benefited
from using the hostages to exert pressure on the United States and France
and force them to alter their policies. ™ Importans ssues were brought
before world public opinion that otherwise would have been ignored.®!
These were pragmanc arguments in favor of the aces, but they could alsa
be justified in himited moral terms, Those responsible for the hajacking of
the TWA flight and the kidnapping of foresgners were in a “tight spos,”™
anxious for the safe release of their own relatives; theirs was also a bu-
manitanan cause. And who were the Amenicans and French to preach
against hostage taking and hacking—those who set up the kidnapping
of Ben Barka and hijacked the plane of Ben Bella?™!

The intractabiliy of the hostage problem became the fault of the
Americans, who created a deadlock by turming an apolitcal bid for the
refzase of relanves into a matter of peenciple in an American war againse
terransm. Fadlallab saw the problem of kidnapped foreigners in the same
light as the problem of kidnapped Lebanese: “We know that those who
kidnap a Lebanese amizen in East or West Berrat do so in order 1o obtain
the release of another kidnapped person.'” So it was when foeeigners in

"“Interoew with Abbas - Musaw, La mo\. mm 27 July !9!5

Flarerview with Fadlailah, La Ving 19806; quosod = FATS,
17 Noaversber 1986,

Minrervoew with Fadlallah, of- Nabas o arady sl duseats, 21 July 1986,

Mharersicws with Fadlallsh, st Nohar alarabe scaf-duwcals. 1 Jaly 1989, - Magtagtul,
Judy 1985, ol Jeevhad afaadu's, WO Lanaary 1944,
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Lebanon were frst kidnapped.** Had the Americans dealt with the mat-
ter in ““a practical way,” by accepting an exchange “according to the
Lebanese pracnce,” the hostage affair “would have ended and us file
would have been closed without further suffering."” Instead, the Ameri-
cans hopelessly complicated the affair by placing it in the realm of nzer-
narional rerrorism. The U.S. government could then use the hostage issue
to generate 3 “political and secuesty program™ against the “Islamic move-
ment” and then explaic it as 2 means to reopen a dialogue with Tran. 5
Yet when all was saxd and done, Fadlallah’s verdict wene against the
hijackers and hostage takers. His sumplest objection was thar chese ac-
tions harmed the image of Islam and seriously undermined bis own cam-
paign to persuade all and sundry thar an klamac Lebanon would be a
more just and equitable Lebanon, for Chrisnan and Muslin alike, Op-
position to Isdamic repablicanism fed on the perception of Islam as a faich
of fanatic extremism. Fadlallah lamented that “in Western pablic opin:
ion, it has become popalar to think that terrorism is linked to the revival
of Islam, and that extremasm and related violence are natural lskamic
traits, revealing the teue face of the religion,™'” Fadlallah sought 1o dispel
this image of Islam through a brilliant combinanon of candor and guile.
Since the deeds of hijackers and hostage takers seemed bold and cou-
rageous to many in Hizballah, Fadlallah first had 1o make the “nanon”
of Hizballah aware of thar cost. Particular targets of hostage takers and
even assassans were the faculty members of the American Univessity of
Beirut (AUB), an institurion considered by many in Hizballah 1o be a
bastion of corrupting influence, Fadlallah agreed that a conflicr existed
between the “Western system of education” and “Islamic ideology,” but
the haphazard kidnapping of professars would not bring about AUB's
closure, and it cast Islam i an utterly negative light. The proper ap-
proach was to transform the univessity by transforming s students,
through the confident preaching of Bslam’s message. ™
Other common targets of hostage takers were the foraign coerespan-
dents stationed in Beirar; there was 2 widespread saspicion in Hizballah
thar hostile spies made extensive use of journalistic cover. But Fadlallah
saw the role of journalises as an essential one m his campaign of persua-

*interview with Fadlallah, af Hawsdind {Losdon), 15 February 1987,

“inrerviews with Fadlallad, ol-Ra'y al-Awem (Kawartl, 3 April 1986; al-Naber sfarady
il dasoali, 9 Febeuary 1987

T Fadlallah, “hlam and Violerce in Political Reality,” Midfle Ear lesght 4, noo. 4.5
(1986} 7,

Winterview with Fadlallah, al-Kbaly, 28 Jene 1536,
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sion. Fareign poutnalists often sought him oo, making him one of Leba.
non's most interviewed personalities and providing Hizhallah wath access
1o readers and viewers throughout the world In this light, the kadnap-
ping of foreign pournalists was positively harmtul to the cause, even of
there were some spies among, them, In one instance, Terry Anderson, the
bareau chief of the Associated Press in Beirur, was kidnapped “a day
after he had interviewed me,""” a move that Fadlallah obviously re-
garded as a personal affeont because it threatened his own easy access o
the press. "“'We shouid help journalisss in their task 1o inform, wharever
the negative aspects may be."™
But Fadlallah invoked a more consequential bogec for his stand, in his
capacity as an authonrative interpreter of lslam’s moral and legal pre-
ceprs. The hijacking and kidmapping of mnocent persons constituted
wronghal punishment and contradicted the teachmgs of Islam. It was
“forbedden 1o kidnap or kill an mnocent persoa bevause one has 3 score
to sextle with a head of state.™*! The Qur'an aught thar no one should
take on himselt the burden of another soul, that “if 2 father commizs a
it you are not peemitred to punish has somn, because God has made every-
ane responsible for whar he has done.” Fadlallah explsaly defined hi-
jacking and kidnapping as “inhumane and irreligions™ and an “un-
Islamic method.” For all anyone knew, the yictims “might be opposed ta
the regimse against which the hgacking operation s disected'” 20d “op-
posed 1o the policies of thetr own governments.” These imnocent persons
bare no responsibility for the wrongs done to the Muslims. Whar was
their ctime? I they were mxloed apies, as hostage takens sometimes daimed,
they should immediagely be tred foe espionage, I they were not spacs,
they should be released, not bartered. Fadlallah adhered to this position
not anly in intervews with josrnalists but in his Fraday sermons from the
pulpit of his own mosque in Besrut’s southern suburbs, He nor only de-
nied allegations of personal involversent in these acts bur declared, )
wonld mot have any self-respect if | had anythmg o do with them."*
Indeed, Fadlallah clasmed 10 be actively working lor the release of

Florerview with Fadlallah, & Iatersanomal (Tehean), 23 fuly 1985,
' Fullalish co kdrapping of French selevivon soomalioe, AN (Besrur), 12 March 1986;

quoted w FRIS, 12 March 19%6
“Eadlalub on Late of 3 Frened televisson soumaliie, AP (Beireel, 15 Maech 1987, quoted

in FBIS. 16 March 1937,
*FFadlallah, "lskam and Vieknce s Polingal Beality”'; istorviows waed Fadballsh, o-Nahar

alaraly ol dseal, 1 July 1985 Kaybaw Mnterwational, 13 July 1985, Kopbar, 14 No.

vember 1935, ol Mauilah, 1§ December 1985 Fadlallah Friday sermue, alAAd & Do
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hostages, and he mer with the many mediators who clamored to see him,
His purpose, be declared, was to “create a psychological situatien thas
woukd bring pressure to bear on the kidnappers themselves.”™! Fadlal-
lah's denial of sanction for these acts befe the justifications to Hizhallah's
lesser clerics, who were not up to the task and were reluctant to challenge
directly Fadlaliah's more authoritative reading of Iskamic precepts, And
s0 the hostage takers themselves were forced to plead their awn case in
any way they could, usually through letters to the Lebanese press and
videotapes of the hostages reading messages from the captors. These be-
came more lengthy and frequent, but they could not match the eloguens
locurions of Fadlallah,

And so consensus eluded Hizballah regarding the extraordinary means
ot hostage takmg. Fadlallah's preaching created a moral dilemma for
Hizballah and necessitated a more careful reformulation of Hizballah's
own position. Husayn al-Musawi continued to support the kidnapping
of “spies ar military perscanel,” acuons that were “undoubtedly useful”
to the cause, Bur hostage raking had gotren out of hand after “some
exated Mashms in Beirar” hegan 1o take “anyone off the streets.” No
good had come of these ill-concerved operanons, and Mushims were now
widdy regarded as kidnappers. Hostage taking had become “chaotic,”
avershadowing and tarnishing “the major acts of hostage taking whach
were done 1o serve the nanion of Hizballah." Musawi's was a plea for
discriminare rather than indiscriminate hostage taking, m accord with
what he called “Islamic deasion-making™~a cuphemism in Hzballah's
lexicon for lran** Musawi even reached the conclusion that if hostages
were innocent, then | am agamst hostage taking, even if the captives are
Amencan or French."** Subhi al-Tufayli also concluded that the hastage
sitation “harms the Islamic cause, ™

The growing unease in Hizballah over the method of hostage taking
had its ortgins in the moral loge of Fadlallah, who sought to serve as the
movement’s unacknowledped consaence. But if hostage deabs should ever
begin to provide substantial benefits to Hizballah, that may force 4 change
m his moral logic by altening perceptions of cost and benefit in hastage
taking, Fadlallah responded 10 the specracular success of the suacide

Mnterriew with Fadlaliah, ol Havadith, 27 March 1987,
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bombungs by overcaoming his “reservations” and crearing a moral logsc
that justified the artacks. If hostage raking were ever to be regarded in
Hizballah as a great success in its awn right, Fadlallah'’s moral objections
might disselve into simple reservanons, peemirning 3 seformulation of his
mweal logic in subrle bur significant ways. For he is not locked mnto his
current posstion. He has never issued a formal fites forbdding all hos-
tage taking He has even hesitated to issue a faraa regarding proper cons
duct when a hostage falls seriously ifl, Although Fadlallah has taken a
position on hostage taking, he has not staked his professional reputation
as & st on his stancl, Those who actusally hold the hostages bave been
able 1o resist the “psychaological situation™ chas Fadlallah seeks 10 create,
precisely because he has not issued a definitive ruling. Finally, Fadlallah
is wary lest be be caught contradicting Khomemnt, who never sssued a
ruding on hostage caking and whose silence has been understood by the
hastage holders 25 an implicit endorsement. When they have given up
hastages, it has been at the bidding of Iran, nat Fadlallah,

Harhallah's comtinung dialoche

Hizballah is divaded over the question of hostage 1aking. That is perhaps
inevitable, for Hizballah hegan as a coalinon and it remainy one, The
mavement 1s devated to ane purpose: the eventual establishment of an
Islamic state in Lebanon, But i leaders contimue to debate among them-
selves the morality and legality of the means to that lusive end, The
extraordinary means employed by some within the coalinen have peompred
an extraordinary debate, It is unusval because i Shi'tte slam, only the
cleric can morally disengage the common believer from his aces, In that
limited sense, bombers, hijackers, and hostage takers are morally depen-
dent on Hieballah and tran, and the verdicts of thar learned scholars are
hardly scademic, Yer their inteepretanons of blam's dhctates often differ
in important and even fundamental ways. The evidence for their debare
in anterviews and speeches only hints at what must be an intense internal
dispuration over the future courso of the “'nation’ of Hizballah,

As a coalinen, Hizballah s liable at any ume o sphit. Yer Lebanon's
tribulations seem only to strengtben it Hizballah has seen its enemies
retreat ime and again, reinforcing is view that Lebanon's crisis will be
resolved through Hizballah's oltimare eriumph, But Syria proposes a very
different resalution to that crisis, one in which Hizballah has no place,
The movement cannot confront Syeia in conventional ways and expect
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wictory. Hizballah is also unlikely 1o succeed in its bad to nd South Leb-
anon of all kseach polincal and military influence if it resorts only
to conventional methods. The debate over extraordinary means will noc
soon end,



