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Articles Research on Murasaki Shikibu at Ishivamadera:

Murasaki between Wa and Kan

Plate 1 (Color)  Murasaki Shikibu at Ishiyvamadera
by Tosa Mitsumoto
Hanging scroll, color on paper
H. 854 cm, W. 48.2 cm
Archives and Masuolea Department (Shoryobu) of the Imperial Household Agency

McCORMICK Melissa

To mark the completion of his study of all fifty-four chapters of The Tale of Genji in 1560, the courtier and former
kanpaku Kujo Tanemichi (1507-1594) held a ceremonial banquet that included fifty-five commemorative waka by some of
the most prominent men of the day. The central icon of the occasion was a painting of Murasaki Shikibu at Ishivamadera.
Tanemichi's well-known text, Record of The Tale of Genji Banguet (Genji monogatari kydenki), records the entire event
in detail, including the creation of the Murasaki picture, and the painting inscription composed by his mentor and uncle
Sanjonishi Kin'eda (1487-1563). Although long assumed lost, the painting was recently discovered in the Archives and
Masuolea Department (Shoryabu) of the Imperial Household Agency. Its discovery provides a unique opportunity to
understand how the figure of Murasaki came to embody a range of aesthetic and socio-political concerns in the sixteenth
century. Through a close analysis of the image and its inscription, this article explores the painting’s role in Tanemichi's
assertion of proprietary rights over Genji scholarship and Fujiwara lineage, and his engagement in the continuing
discourse on wakan, which remained crucial to cultural practices and identity formation. Tanemichi's Murasaki painting
extends well beyond the expected confines of Genji images by appropriating the visual language of Sino-Japanese ink
painting to blend we and kan in new and creative ways. At the same time, the work inspired an unprecedented visual
acknowledgment of the author in other paintings of the period and created a compositional template for pictures of the
author for centuries to come.

The painter capable of realizing the Tanemichi's vision was none other than Tosa Mitsumoto (1530-1569), whose
style and artistic identity have long remained a mystery. Murasaki Shikibu at Ishivamadera represents the sole surviving
work attributable to Mitsumoto, best known for his early death in battle, which disrupted the Tosa painting lineage. In
1560, however, Mitsumoto had held the title of Tosa Shogen for nearly two decades and had surely worked alongside his
accomplished father, Tosa Mitsumochi, on many projects. Murasaki Shikibu at Ishivamadera provides the first example of
Mitsumoto’s painterly approach, demonstrating how he blended the styles of his Tosa predecessors, and it prompts a
reconsideration of Mitsumoto's role in sixteenth-century Tosa painting.

Most importantly Mitsumoto's painting reveals what Tanemichi had in mind when he described in Record of a Genji
Bangue! an “image of the temple and of Murasaki in contemplation” depicted as “Nyoirin Kannon." To achieve this
simultaneity of woman and deity, the painting brings together different genres, such as iconic images of Kannon that
visually conflate a meditative Murasaki with the bodhisattva. Tanemichi's interest in ink painting went beyond the iconic,
however, and may have been informed specifically by his viewing of paintings of the Eight Views of Xiao and Xiang in
the tearooms of Sakai. Through a suggestive doubling of Murasaki at Ishiyamadera with the imagery of the "Autumn
Moon at Lake Dongting,” Tanemichi's painting seems to partake in the nascent formation of the “Eight Views of Omi”
theme emerging at precisely this time. The article goes on to show how this merging of wa and kan works in conjunction
with the painting inscription to assert Tanemichi's position as an inheritor of the Sanjonishi line of Genji scholarship.

Entries in the Daily Records of the Female Palace Attendants (Oyudono no ue no nikki) show that Murasaki Shikibu
at Ishiyamadera was also shown to members of the imperial court the day after Tanemichi's banquet took place. At that
very moment, the court of emperor Ogimachi was in the middle of ereating what would become Tosa Mitsumochi's pair
of folding screens depicting the Confrontation of Carriages (Kuruma arasoi) scene from the “Aoi” chapter of The Tale of

Genji, now in the temple collection of Ninnaji. An examination of those extant screens strongly suggests that Mitsumoto's



image of Murasaki composing her tale found its way into the composition of the Confrontation of Carriages screens. In the
left hand screen is a mysterious court lady, seated alone and gazing out over the fictional scene, who represents a mirror
image of Murasaki looking out from her perch at Ishiyamadera as rendered by Mitsumoto. Together the Ninnaji screens
and Murasaki Shikibu at Ishivamadera illuminate to an astounding degree, what the Genji and its author meant in the
mid-sixteenth century. Genji paintings from this period were far from standardized templates; they reflect the knowledge
and sophisticated interpretive capacity of individuals steeped in the tale, individuals who crafted paintings of hybrid
generic form, which depict not only fictional events, but reflect their audience's critical awareness of the external frame

of authorship.

Plate 2 Tadanobu Tsuginobu Monogatari Handscrolls (Yashima Handscrolls)
(Color, detail of

first seroll) Pair of handscrolls, color on paper

Each handscroll, H. 28. 4 cm, Handscroll 1 W. 753.0 cm, Handscroll 2 W. 777.6 cm

Museum Yamato Bunkakan, Nara prefecture
MIYAZAKI Momo

The Tadanobu Tsuginobu Monogatari Handscrolls (hereinafter referred to as the Yamato Bunkakan version) in The
Museum Yamato Bunkakan is based on the kéwakamai play Yashima. The Yamato Bunkakan version was originally a
large-scale painted e-hon (picture book), specifically a Nara e-hon, but today has been mounted as two handscrolls. This
article compares the Yamato Bunkakan version to other major examples on the Yashima theme, including illustrated
printed books, painted e-hon and painted handscrolls, as it considers the special features of the Yamato Bunkakan version's
illustrations. The Yamato Bunkakan version includes iconography not found in the highly influential printed books of the
Keicho era (1596-1615) and those printed in the Kan'ei era (1624-1644), and indeed has an artless, magnanimous painting
expression that is antique in style. These characteristics suggest that it was produced in the 16th century prior to the
publication of illustrated printed books. A further comparison with the expression of narrative pictures with artless
depiction produced during this same period reveals that the Yamato Bunkakan version is a work that ably conveys how
narrative picture expression had become more adept during a period in which the readership and producer base
broadened. This work is also noteworthy for use in considerations of the mutual influence relationship between narrative

pictures of the period.

Plate 3 (Color)  Grapevine
by Yi San (Jeongjo, 22nd king of the Joseon dynasty)
Hanging scroll, ink on paper
H. 141.0 cm, W. 59.9 cm

Okada Museum of Art, Kanagawa prefecture
ITAKURA Masaaki

Yi San (Jeongjo of Joseon, 1752-1800, r. 1776-1800) was the 22nd ruler of Korea's Joseon dynasty, known for carrying
out many reforms. Heralded as the patriarch of the mid-dynasty revival of the Joseon dynasty, he was greatly interested
in poetry, literature, calligraphy and painting. In addition to this Grapevine work, paintings produced by Yi San himself
include Imk Plums (dated 1777, University Museum, Seoul National University, Seoul) and Banana Plant and
Chrysanthemums (University Museum, Dongguk University, Seoul). He imitated the Chinese literati tradition of flowers,
plants and miscellaneous subjects, incorporating Korean painting elements as he painted self-expressive ink paintings.
This painting can be positioned as a work indicating his strong awareness of the sense of tradition in Joseon dynasty
literati paintings.

This painting was formerly in the collection of Jissoin, Iwakura district, Kyoto. It is thought to have been brought to

Japan in the Edo period.
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