The Al-Hiba Publication Project was set up by Holly Pittman after Donald Hansen's untimely death in 2007 in order

to prepare the site's final reports. These reports will be presented in four volumes, one for each of the main areas SR Gab”el H Pizzornol Darren P AShbyl Henry M Bemberg & Steve RenEtte

excavated at the site. The first volume will focus on Area G, where a long sequence of occupation extending back to University Ofpennsijan,'a
the earliest levels excavated at the site (Early Dynastic I) provides an opportunity to gain insight into that poorly
understood period. The work is being carried out by a team at the University of Pennsylvania based on the records of wninaeam: Donald P. Hansen®, Edward L. Ochsenschlager, |.|0||y Pittman, Andrew K. Leu ng, Gabriel H. Pizzorno,

the six seasons of excavations at al-Hiba. The philosophy of the project is that the final reports will be built from a
digital research environment where the archival data is fully integrated and searchable.
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Tell al-Hiba is located in the Dhi Qar Province in southern Irag, northwest of the junction of the Euphra-
tes and Tigris rivers and east of the ancient site of Uruk. It is one of the largest known archaeological

sites in southern Mesopotamia, covering an area of over 360 hectares. The site was briefly excavated by

Robert Koldewey in 1887, but its true importance was not fully perceived until 1953, when evidence The dataset consists of inked plans prepared for publications, draft and working plans, notebook sketches, lists of coordinates

from survey allowed Thorkild Jacobsen and Fuad Safar to identify the site as the ancient city of Lagash. L e 2 - as measured in the field, and survey triangulations included in the field notes. [1] The latter two are of particular concern since .
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METHODOLOGY

The al-Hiba excavation records consist of almost 10,000 images, over 1,000 object cards, more than 3,000 pottery sheets, 25 field notebooks,

For processing the object cards we developed a hybrid method using
Optical Character Recognition (OCR) and manual data entry. Zones
were pre-defined within the unstructured object card to guide the OCR
process, and the results were then imported into the database where a
special template allowed the input of the data, copying and pasting
directly from the documents when possible—and correcting the text as
necessary—or typing the information manually when the OCR process
had failed to produce acceptable results.

Since the notebooks contain primarily architectural and stratigraphic s
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Each notebook page has been individually scanned as BEl Sk Sy
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sketch or photo has been saved individually. All of these '
have been imported into the database and tagged

appropriately depending on the relevant associations. 2]

records were moved to Penn in 2007, and the last five years have been spent digitising them and preparing them for research and publication. The basic digitisation of the

OO KDL 0OeE DD >O0» (L

materials has already been completed.

In order to properly store and manage the digital assets we have imported them into a custom-built research environment powered by a sophisticated database that stores and correlates these
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The object card information on the database allows us to quickly retrieve all objects from any specific locus. The database automatically links the data, and offers the tools to manage and process them. Besides storing the digital records, the database correlates the different components of the dataset, following the same complex web of relation-

objects to their associated photographs and to other records where relevant, such as pottery type-sheets. ]
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ships reflected in the data themselves. This offers researchers instantaneous access not only to individual items but also to all other related materials and enables complex, problem-orientated searches. These
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capacities, coupled with the database’s tools for collaboration and data-processing, enormously facilitate research and accelerate publication.

In order to illustrate our methodological approach we have taken a case study below (Locus 53) to show how the different strands of evidence are pulled together with the help of our database to produce spatial, chronolog-
ical, and functional interpretations of the data relevant to that context.
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Sections were not drawn for each baulk of each

excavation square. In some cases, the location of
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walls within baulks and the desire to clear entire
rooms resulted in the removal of baulks that
artificially divided what were originally single
spaces; however, the lack of section drawings for
most of those that remained standing indicates a practice of very selective documentation. As a result, the
sections from al-Hiba provide a corpus of stratigraphic data that may be available during the study of specific
squares, but that cannot be used to reconstruct the stratigraphy for an entire area. Discussions of stratigraphy
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must therefore rely on the descriptions given in the field notebooks. o s wowm ke e
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Weizmann Laboratory in Israel in November 2011. The analysis is being supervised by Elisabetta Boaretto, direc- features. These data, combined with the observations recorded in the field notebooks, facilitate some rudi- e
. . . . . BH-SL-7-37 i SL VIL(7) ar 16 Apr 1990 BHPD19

tor of the radiocarbon lab at that institute. These specimens are of utmost importance because they are the only mentary stratigraphic reconstruction. srsLe < e lepri0 1010 aeoio
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radiocarbon samples from Early Dynastic contexts from southern Mesopotamia. They will go a long way toward
resolving the long debate about the reliability of current chronological models.

The section drawings that are preserved have been scanned, digitally cleaned, imported into the database, and
tagged with as much information as can be discerned about them.
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