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CHAPTER 11 

Collaborative is Superadditive 111

Political Economics 

Richwrd Zeckhauser 

The nature of research in economics has changed a great deal in the last 
century. The locus of expertise h·as moved from Europe and most notably 
the UK, to the USA. Books have overwhelmingly been replaced by journal 
articles and discussion papers, including postings on the web. Grand theo
rizing and words get much less attention these days; empirical analyses and 
mathematics get much more. vVhereas lone authors were once the norm, 
the most important research these days usually has multiple authors. This 
last phenomenon is the subject of this chapter and of this book. 

This chapter first presents some numerical evidence on the trend in 
economics toward multiple authors. Then it provides potential expla
nations for the profession's move from mostly single-author works to 
mostly multiple-author works. Subsequent sections present a model of the 
production process for works with multiple authors. The model informs 
a discussion of why collaboration might be pursued insufficiently, and of 
ways to secure maximum value from collaborations. 

Let me apologize in advance. A number of the arguments in this chap
ter are speculative, relying on personal assessments of the nature of the 
collaborative process. They are based on my own heavily collaborative 
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