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Course description
Mexico’s history features a unique combination of characteristics unseen in the rest of the world. It
experienced a prolonged and violent revolutionary war, constructed one of the world’s longest lasting
authoritarian regimes, and yet consolidated a democratic political system that’s vulnerable to populist
appeals. Most countries during the past century had only one or two of these features, but not all three.
This course will explore Mexico’s idiosyncratic political identity and the distinctive challenges that come
with it. We will come to understand why drug-related violence has spiraled out of control over the last
decade, the role US-Mexico trade agreements play in creating a widening economic gap between north and
south, and how crony capitalism has survived the consolidation of a democratic Mexico. Our primary goal
is to discover the country in all its complexities by debunking the cartoonish stereotypes of one of the US’s
most important political, economic, and strategic allies.

Structure
Part I. Mexican Revolution: Revolution and reconstruction.
Part II. Authoritarianism: The Mexican “Miracle”, the perfect dictatorship, and repression & rebellion.
Part III. Neoliberalism: Economic disequilibrium, neoliberalism, social costs and indigenous movements.
Part IV. Democratization: Democratic transition, and unfinished democracy.
Part V. Trying it all: Drug war, the “new” PRI, corruption, and AMLO’s victory.
Part VI. Today’s challenges: redistributive growth, media freedom, trade & emigration.

The course is divided into six parts. The first and second parts rely on The Cambridge History of Latin
America as the primary textbook. This text will provide the perspectives of eminent historians, and these
will be supplemented by other materials about ethnicity, gender, religion, labor unions, and the U.S. border
issues. In these sections, we examine the emergence and consolidation of a post-revolutionary authoritarian
government, showing how stability and some economic growth was achieved at the cost of cooptation and
violent repression. Part III explores Mexico’s illiberal neoliberalism and its social consequences. Part IV
uses Why Dominant Parties Lose: Mexico’s Democratization in Comparative Perspective and the work
of many of the finest Mexican scholars to describe the democratization process that started in the mid-
nineties. We will look at the transition, the functioning and malfunctioning aspects of the democratic
regime, changes in the society and economy, and relations with the United States. The fifth part tells
the story of a Mexico that incessantly tries (and fails) to fix its profound social and economic problems,
moving along the entire ideological spectrum, from law-&-order governments, to center-leaning reformers,
to the populist left. Finally, part VI explores some of the main issues facing contemporary Mexico and its
relationship with the U.S.

1This syllabus is a celebration of those who share a passion for understanding Mexico and its challenges for divergent
perspectives. It stands on the shoulders of many scholars that have taught Mexican Politics before. I especially would like
to thank (in alphabetical order) Robert Bunker, Katrina Burgess, Ruth Collier, Wayne A. Cornelius, Jorge I. Dominguez,
Todd Eisenstadt, Gustavo Flores Maćıas, Kenneth Greene, Fausto Hernández, Steve Levitsky, Sandra Ley, Jay McCann,
Andrew Paxman, Julio Ŕıos, Jonathan Solis, and Piero Staning for their outstanding feedback. I also thank (in alphabetical
order) Jorge Bravo, Francisco Cantú, Allen Carden, Raymond Craib, Denise Dresser, Terence Garrett, Fredy González, Magda
Hinojosa, Joy Langston, Ignacio Marván, Sandra Mendiola, Jeffrey Rubin, Mark Stanley, Matthew Vitz, and Christina Wagner
for providing valuable information that could be used in this syllabus. Finally, I would like to thank Maŕıa Montoya for her
superb research assistantship and Aaron With because life with him (in Mexico City) feels like endless laughter, and tastes of
cumbia and tacos.



Required materials
To succeed in this course, you must read the required readings before class. In each class, I will generally
tell you a bit about how to prepare for the next class. Expect to read around 120 pages per week.
All required materials have been uploaded to our website and will remain there for the length of the course.
The only books that I recommend you buy (not required) are:
– Bethell, Leslie (ed.) (1986). The Cambridge History of Latin America. Cambridge University Press.
– Greene, Kenneth (2007). Why Dominant Parties Lose: Mexico’s Democratization in Comparative Per-
spective. Cambridge University Press.

Grading
– Participation (20%): Students are expected to complete all assigned readings prior to class, actively
engage in discussions, and link assigned materials to relevant debates in the media and politics. Readings
marked as “additional readings” are not required.
– Op-Ed (20%): Write an op-ed (750 words) linking topics addressed in the class with today’s political
debates. A good op-ed should make a single point, describe the issue, and provide specific recommendations.
In order to do so, it should use short sentences and paragraphs and show evidence in creative ways. Due
on March 15th.
– Final paper (20%): Response paper (2500-3000 words) due on May 8th. The topic will be given 3 days
in advance.
– Reading Quizzes (20%): Students will be given two quizzes over the course of the semester. Dates won’t
be provided in advance.
– Report (20%): Students will choose one of the following activities:
(i) A 10-minute oral report about one reading in the female canon. Students must explain the main
argument and compare it to the baseline male research/narratives to see if they a) reinforce and compliment
such male work, b) are in variance/contradict it, or c) explore areas the male work does not look at.
(ii) A presentation of a 5-minute film/podcast clip out of our list of recommended films/podcasts (choose
either your favorite clip, or the clip you think is most revealing). The presentation will be followed by a 10-
minute oral report explaining how this audiovisual material complements/reinforces the reading materials
of the course. Students should select the date for their presentation and notify the professor before February
7.

Additional materials
With the help of contemporary dramaturgs, filmmakers, and audio artists of Mexico City, I selected a
film, a fictional novel, and a podcast that capture the nuances of living in Mexico during each of
the periods we study. Take some time (if possible, not required at all) to immerse yourself in the harsh
realities of Mexico’s inner city during the late nineties, to experience the onset of feminism during the
post-revolutionary period, and to feel the claustrophobia of student protesters hiding in trash cans from
army assassins in the sixties. You’ll tremble.

In addition, you will have a list of optional (not required) additional readings that provide you with
further knowledge and alternative interpretations of the topics we study. You’ll also find a special list of
fresh revelations of recent literature. Written after 2012, these articles and books show how social
science keeps advancing and clarifying our understanding of Mexico in real time. In these, you’ll find
studies that use experimental designs to show that officers request more bribes from drivers who appear
to be poor, and quantitative tests examining the effects of the drug war on income inequality, to name a
few examples. You do not have to read these.

Female Canon
Because there is evidence that women are systematically cited less than men (Maliniak et al 2013) and
are continually underrepresented in the most prominent political science journals (Teele and Thelen 2017),
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I have supplemented each section’s readings with papers written by females. In these readings, labeled
as the “female canon”, you will find top academic research that’s been largely uncelebrated in a male
dominated discipline. These female academics created fascinating accounts of the survival of Mexico’s
authoritarian party, comprehensive studies of income inequality, and studies of prostitution and gender
politics in Mexico City, to name a few examples. You do not have to read these.

Late Policy
Barring an extraordinary excuse, late papers will be marked down one-third of a grade (e.g., A to A-minus)
per day.
Colaboration in Written Work
Discussion and the exchange of ideas are essential to academic work. For assignments in this course, you
are encouraged to consult with your classmates on the choice of paper topics and to share sources. You
may find it useful to discuss your chosen topic with your peers, particularly if you are working on the same
topic as a classmate. However, you should ensure that any written work you submit for evaluation is the
result of your own research and writing and that it reflects your own approach to the topic. You must
also adhere to standard citation practices in this discipline and properly cite any books, articles, websites,
lectures, etc. that have helped you with your work. If you received any help with your writing (feedback
on drafts, etc), you must also acknowledge this assistance.

Harvard Honor Code
Members of the Harvard College community commit themselves to producing academic work of integrity
– that is, work that adheres to the scholarly and intellectual standards of accurate attribution of sources,
appropriate collection and use of data, and transparent acknowledgement of the contribution of others to
their ideas, discoveries, interpretations, and conclusions. Cheating on exams or problem sets, plagiarizing
or misrepresenting the ideas or language of someone else as one’s own, falsifying data, or any other instance
of academic dishonesty violates the standards of our community, as well as the standards of the wider world
of learning and affairs.



Introduction (January 28)

Part 1: The Mexican Revolution
Revolution(January 30)
– “Mexico Revolution, #101”. Frontline, WGBH TV Educational Foundation, record date 11/8/88, Jorge
I. Domı́nguez, Chief Editorial Adviser
– Hernández Chávez, Alicia (2006). Mexico: A Brief History. University of California Press. 204-213
– Womack, Jr., John (1986). The Mexican Revolution, 1910-1920. In Leslie Bethell (ed.) The Cambridge
History of Latin America, vol. V. Cambridge University Press. 82-93, 95-102, 105-112, 118-119, 122-123,
126-131, 149-153.
– Camp, Roderic A. (2014). Politics in Mexico. Oxford University Press. 49-51.

Reconstruction(February, 4-7)
February 4
– Meyer, Jean (1984). Mexico: Revolution and Reconstruction in the 1920s. In Leslie Bethell (ed.), The
Cambridge History of Latin America, vol. V. Cambridge University Press. 155-194.
– Bailey, David C. (1974). ¡Viva Cristo Rey!: The Cristero Rebellion and the Church-State Conflict in
Mexico. University of Texas Press. 47-50, 54-55, 61, 76-79, 82-83, 96-100, 111, 137, 142-143, 217, 299-303,
309-310.
February 7
Send an email to the professor to select the date when you would like to present your report.
– Knight, Alan (1990). Mexico, c. 1930-1946. In Leslie Bethell (ed.), The Cambridge History of Latin
America, vol. VII. Cambridge University Press. 3-63.

Part 2: Authoritarianism
The Mexican Miracle(February 11)
– Knight, Alan (1990). Mexico, c. 1930-1946. In Leslie Bethell (ed.), The Cambridge History of Latin
America, vol. VII. Cambridge University Press. 64-82.
– Smith, Alan (1986) Mexico since 1946. In Leslie Bethell (ed.), The Cambridge History of Latin America,
vol. VII. Cambridge University Press. 99-114.
– Hansen, Roger (1971). The Politics of Mexican Development. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press. 41- 47; 65-69; 72-75; 77-78; 83, 87-88.

The Perfect Dictatorship(February 13)
February 13
– Hellman, Judith Adler (1988). Mexico in Crisis. Holmes and Meier. 95-106.
– Brandenburg, Frank (1964).The Making of Modern Mexico. Prentice-Hall. 145-150.
– Garrido, Luis Javier (1988). The Crisis of Presidencialismo. In Wayne A. Cornelius, Judith Gentleman
and Peter H. Smith (eds.) Mexico’s Alternative Political Futures. University of California, San Diego.
417-421; 432-433.
– Haber, Stephen, Herbet Klein, Noel Maurer, and Kevin Middlebrook (2008). Mexico Since 1980. Cam-
bridge University Press. 37-54.

Repression and Rebellion(February 20)
– Smith, Peter (1990). Mexico Since 1946: Dynamics of an authoritarian regime. In Leslie Bethell (ed.),The
Cambridge History of Latin America, vol. VII. Cambridge University Press. 114-124.
– Pensado, Jaime M. (2013). Conservative Mexican Exceptionalism: Body politics and the “Wound” of 68.
In Rebel Mexico: Student Unrest and Authoritarian Political Culture During the Long Sixties. Stanford
University Press. 201-242.



Economic disequilibrium(February 25)
– “Mexico: From Boom to Bust, #102” Frontline, WGBH TV Educational Foundation, record date
11/8/88, Jorge I. Domı́nguez, Chief Editorial Adviser.
– Smith,Peter. (1990). Mexico Since 1946: Dynamics of an Authoritarian Regime. In Leslie Bethell (ed.),
The Cambridge History of Latin America, vol. VII. Cambridge University Press. 124-145.
– Teichman, Judith (1988). Policymaking in Mexico. Allen & Unwin. 33-43.
– Haber, Stephen, Herbet Klein, Noel Maurer, and Kevin Middlebrook (2008). Mexico Since 1980. Cam-
bridge University Press. 58-68.

Part 3: Neoliberalism
Neoliberalism(February 27)
– Pastor, Manuel Jr. and Carol Wise (2010). “Mexican-Style Neoliberalism” in Carol Wise (ed.), The
Post-NAFTA Political Economy: Mexico and the Western Hemisphere. Pennsylvania State University
Press, pp. 41-81.
– Dominguez, Jorge I. and Rafael Fernández de Castro (2001). Between Partnership and Conflict: The
United States and Mexico. Routledge. 17-34.
– DiPalma, Anthony (2001). “NAFTA’s Powerful Little Secret; Obscure Tribunals Settle Disputes, but
Go Too Far, Critics Say” The New York Times, March 11.
– Celarier, Michelle (1997). Privatization: A Case Study in Corruption. Journal of International Affairs,
50(2): 531–543.

Social Costs(March 4)
– Walker, Louise (2013). La Crisis: On the Front Lines of Austerity and Apertura: 1981-1988. In Waking
from the Dream: Mexico’s Middle Classes after 1968. Stanford University Press. 149-172.
– Lustig, Nora (2001). Life is Not Easy: Mexico’s Quest for Stability and Growth. Journal of Economic
Perspectives, 15(1): 99-106.
– Appendi, Kristin (2003). The Challenges to Rural Mexico in an Open Economy. In Joseph S. Tulchin
and Andrew Selee (eds.) Mexico’s Politics and Society in Transition. Lynne Rienner. 255-275.
– Teichman, Judith (1995). Privatization and Political Change in Mexico. University of Pittsburgh Press.
152-156; 183-191.

Indigenous Movements(March 6)
– EZLN’s Declaration of War, “Today we say ’enough is enough!’ (Ya Basta!)”, December 1993.
– Womack, Jr., John (1999). Rebellion in Chiapas. The New Press. 3-4, 11-13, 20-23, 30-45.
– Stavenhagen, Rodolfo (2010). Struggle and Resistance: The Nation’s Indians in Transition. In Andrew
Selee and Jacqueline Peschard (eds.) Mexico’s Democratic Challenges. 251-266.
– Eisenstadt, Todd (2006). Indigenous Attitudes and Ethnic Identity Construction in Mexico. Mexican
Studies/Estudios Mexicanos, 22(1): 107-130

Part 4: Democratization
Democratic transition(March 11-13)
March 11
– Greene, Kenneth (2007). Dominant Party Advantages and Opposition Party Failure. In Why Dominant
Parties Lose: Mexico’s Democratization in Comparative Perspective. Cambridge University Press. 71-118.
March 13
– Greene, Kenneth (2007). Dominance Defeated. In Why Dominant Parties Lose: Mexico’s Democratiza-
tion in Comparative Perspective. Cambridge University Press. 210-254.
– Magaloni, Beatriz (2006). Voting for Autocracy: Hegemonic Party Survival and its Demise in Mexico.
Cambridge University Press. 239-245; 252-256.
– Domı́nguez, Jorge I., and James McCann (1996). Democratizing Mexico. Johns Hopkins University
Press. 1-2, 17-22.



Unfinished Democracy(March 25 - April 1)
March 25
– Joseph L. Klesner (1995). The 1994 Mexican Elections: Manifestation of a Divided Society? Mexican
Studies, 11(1): 137-149.
– Lawson, Chappell (1997). The Elections of 1997. Journal of Democracy, 8(4): 13-27.
– Loaeza, Soledad (2006). Vicente Fox’s Presidential Style and the New Mexican Presidency. Mexican
Studies/Estudios Mexicanos, 22(1):3-32.
– Klesner, Joseph L (2007). The July 2006 Presidential and Congressional Elections in Mexico. Electoral
Studies, 26(4): 803-808.
March 27
– Morgenstern, Scott et al. (2013). Tall, Grande, or Venti: Presidential Powers in the United States and
Latin America. Journal of Politics in Latin America, 5(2): 37-70.
– Beer, Caroline C. (2012). Invigorating Federalism: The Emergence of Governors and State legislatures as
Powerbrokers and Policy Innovators. In Roderic Ai Camp (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Mexican Politics.
119-142.
April 1
– Weldon, Jeffrey. (2004). Changing Patterns of Executive-Legislative Relations in Mexico. In Kevin J.
Middlebrook, (ed.) Dilemmas of Political Change in Mexico. University of London: Institute of Latin
American Studies 133-167.
– Ŕıos-Figueroa, Julio and Andrea Pozas-Loyo (2016). The Transformations of the Role of the Mexican
Supreme Court. In Andrea Castagnola and Saul López Noriega (eds.) Judicial Politics in Mexico. Rout-
ledge. 8-34.

Part 5: Trying it all
Drug War(April 3)
– Alt.Latino (2015). Narcocorridos: Telling Truths, Or Glorifying an Escaped Drug Lord?
– Rios, Viridiana (2013). Why did Mexico Become So Violent? A Self-reinforcing Violent Equilibrium
Caused by Competition and Enforcement. Trends in Organized Crime, 16(2) :138-155.
– Ŕıos, Viridiana (2015). How Government Coordination Controlled Organized Crime: The Case of Mex-
ico’s Cocaine Markets. Journal of Conflict Resolution. 59(8) :1433-1454.
– Dube, Arindrajit, Oeindrila Dube, and Omar Garćıa-Ponce (2013). Cross-Border Spillover: U.S. Gun
Laws and Violence in Mexico. American Political Science Review. 107(3): 397-418
– Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (2015). The Human Rights Situation in Mexico. Execu-
tive Summary. Ayotzinapa (78-82); Tlatlaya, Apatzingán, Tanhuato (106-112).

Corruption(April 8)
– Rios, Viridiana and Duncan Wood (eds.) (2018). The Missing Reform: Strengthening the Rule of Law
in Mexico. Woodrow Wilson Center Press. 1-6.
– Bleynat, Ingrid (2017). The Business of Governing: Corruption and Informal Politics in Mexico City’s
Markets, 1946–1958. Journal of Latin American Studies, 50(2): 357-38.
– Kaiser, Max and Viridiana Rios (2017). Mexico’s Anti-corruption Spring. In Rios, Viridiana and Duncan
Wood (eds.) (2018). The Missing Reform: Strengthening the Rule of Law in Mexico. Woodrow Wilson
Center Press. 21-35.
– Chong, Alberto, Ana L. De la O and Dean Karlan (2015). Does Corruption Information Inspire the Fight
or Quash the Hope? A Field Experiment in Mexico on Voter Turnout, Choice, and Party Identification.
The Journal of Politics, 77(1): 55-71.

The “new” PRI(April 10)



– Langston, Joy (2017). Democratization and Authoritarian Party Survival: Mexico’s PRI. Oxford Uni-
versity Press. 89-106.
– Camp, Roderic Ai (2014). Politics in Mexico. Oxford University Press. 156-171.
– Dı́az-Domı́nguez, Alejandro. and Alejandro Moreno (2015). Effects of #YoSoy132 and Social Media in
Mexico’s 2012 Presidential Campaign. In Jorge I. Domı́nguez, Greene, Kenneth F. Greene, Chappell H.
Lawson and Alejandro Moreno (eds.) Mexico’s Evolving Democracy: A Comparative Study of the 2012
Elections. John Hopkins University Press. 227-251.

AMLO’s victory(April 15)
– Lee Anderson, Jon (2018). A new revolution in Mexico. The New Yorker.
– Rios, Viridiana (2018). AMLO’s Biggest Test? Turning His Economic Message into Reality. Americas
Quarterly.
– Esquivel, Gerardo (2015). Extreme Inequality in Mexico: Concentration of Economic and Political power.
Technical report. OXFAM. 11-35.
– Levy, Santiago and Michael Walton (eds.) (2009). No Growth Without Equity? The World Bank. 27-38
– Trejo, Guillermo and Melina Altamirano (2016). The Mexican Color Hierarchy: How Race and Skin
Tone Still Define Life Chances 200 Years After Independence. In Juliet Hooker and Alvin Tillery (eds.)
Task Force on Racial and Class Inequalities in the Americas. American Political Science Association.

Part 6: Challenges
Informality(April 17)
– Levy, Santiago (2018). Under-rewarded Efforts. Inter-American Development Bank. 1-10; 14-19; 29-41;
49-53.
– Hanson, G. H. (2010). Why Isn’t Mexico Rich? Journal of Economic Literature, 48(4):987–1004.

The Press(April 22)
– Levy, Daniel, and Gabriel Székely (1987). Mexico: Paradoxes of Stability and Change. Second edition.
Westview. 87-104
– Lawson, Chappell (2002). Media Opening, Campaigns and Elections. In Building the Fourth Estate:
Democratization and the Rise of a Free Press in Mexico. University of California Press. 173-180, 185-188,
192, 194, 196-200, 207
– (2017) No Excuse: Mexico Must Break Cycle of Impunity in Journalists’ Murders. Committee to Protect
Journalists. May 3.
– Moreno, Daniel (2017). Media and the Press. In The Missing Reform: Strengthening the Rule of Law in
Mexico. Woodrow Wilson Center Press. 162-175.
– Holland, Bradley and Viridiana Ŕıos (2017). How Criminal Rivalry Leads to Violence Against the Press.
Journal of Conflict Resolution. 1-3.

Emigration2 (April 24)
– Cornelius, Wayne A. (2018). Mexico: From Country of Mass Emigration to Transit State. In Emmanuel
Abuelafia and Miryam Hazan (eds.) Northern Triangle Migration to the United States. Inter-American
Development Bank. 1-3;10-11; 28-30.
– Letter from Andrés Manuel López Obrador to Donald Trump. July 12 2018.

Trade (April 29)

2If anyone is interested in doing survey research on Mexican public opinion and voting choices, the Mexican campaign
panel studies (2000, 2006, and 2012) are a great source and are accessible at the ICPSR. For analysis of the political beliefs
of Mexican immigrants in the US, the 2012 Latino Immigrant National Election Study done by Prof. Jay McCann is publicly
available at the Purdue University Research Repository. About two thirds of the respondents in this study are Mexican-origin.
A really outstanding source!



– Clemens, Michael A. (2016). Shared Border, Shared Future: A Blueprint to Regulate US-Mexico Labor
Mobility. Center for Global Development. 1-19.
– Wilson, Christopher (2017). Growing Together: Economic Ties between the United States and Mexico.
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Mexico Institute. 7-11
– Broughton, Chad (2015). Boom, Bust, Exodus: The Rust belt, the Maquilas and the Tale of Two Cities.
Oxford University Press. 89-109; 188-208.
– Flores Maćıas, Gustavo and Mariano Sánchez-Talanquer (2018). Worse than NAFTA. The New York
Times. October 1.

Wrapping Up(May 1)



Additional materials

Part 1: The Mexican Revolution

Revolution(January 30)

Film: Like Water for Chocolate, 1992 [film]. Directed by Alfonso Arau. USA: Arau Films.
Fiction: Azuela, Mariano (1929). The underdogs.
Podcast: Alan Knight (2016). The Mexican Revolution in Global Perspective [Podcast].

Additional readings
– Jenkins, William O. (2003). Mexico Has Been Turned into Hell. In Gil Joseph and Timothy Henderson,
The Mexico Reader. Duke University Press. 357-363.
– Hernández Chávez, Alicia (2006). Mexico: A Brief History. University of California Press. 218-233.
– Coatsworth, John H. (1981). tGrowth against development: the economic impact of railroads in Porfirian
Mexico. Northern Illinois University Press.
– Joseph, Gilbert M. (1988). Revolution from Without: Yucatan, Mexico, and the United States, 1880-1924
(Vol. 42). Duke University Press.
– Tutino, J. (1988). From Insurrection to Revolution in Mexico: Social Bases of Agrarian Violence, 1750-
1940. Princeton University Press. 326-356

Fresh revelations
– Dell, Melisa. (2012). Path Dependence in Development: Evidence from the Mexican Revolution. Har-
vard University, working paper.
– Ervin, Michael A. (2013). The Formation of the Revolutionary Middle Class during the Mexican Revo-
lution. The Making of the Middle Class: Toward a Transnational History. 196-222.
– Fallaw, Ben. (2013). The Seduction of Revolution: Anticlerical Campaigns against Confession in Mexico,
1914–1935. Journal of Latin American Studies, 45(1): 91-120.
– Kosack, Edward and Zachary Ward. (2014). Who Crossed the Border? Self-selection of Mexican Mi-
grants in the Early Twentieth Century. The Journal of Economic History, 74(4): 1015-1044.

Female Canon
– Brenner, Anita (1971). The Wind that Swept Mexico: The History of the Mexican Revolution of 1910-
1942. University of Texas Press.
– Hellman, Judith Adler (1988). Mexico in Crisis. Holmes and Meier. 3-31.
– Markiewicz, Dana (1993). The Mexican Revolution and the Limits of Agrarian Reform, 1915-1946.
Lynne Rienner. 13-35.
– Smith, Stephanie (2009). Gender and the Mexican Revolution: Yucatán Women & the Realities of Pa-
triarchy. University of North Carolina Press.
– Bliss, Katherine Elaine (2010). Compromised Positions: Prostitution, Public Health, and Gender Politics
in Revolutionary Mexico City. Penn State Press.

Reconstruction(February, 4-7)

Film:Out on the Big Ranch, 1936 [Film]. Directed by Fernando de Fuentes. Mexico: Antonio Dı́az
Lombardo and Bustamente y Fuentes.
Fiction: Fuentes, Carlos (1964). The Death of Artemio Cruz
Garro, Elena (1969). Recollection of Things to Come.
Podcast: Alan Knight (2012) Was the Mexican Revolution a Success? [Podcast]. 21 February.



Additional readings
– Ramos Escandón, Carmen. (1998). Women and Power in Mexico: The Forgotten Heritage, 1880-1954.
In Victoŕıa Rodŕıguez (ed.) Women’s Participation in Mexican Political Life. Westview. 87-101.
– Calles, Plutarco E. (2002). Mexico Must Become a Nation of Institutions and Laws. In Gil Joseph and
Timothy Henderson, The Mexico Reader. Duke University Press. 421-425.
– Daniel, Josephus (2002). The Oil Expropriation. In Gil Joseph and Timothy Henderson, The Mexico
Reader. Duke University Press- 452-455.
– Collier, David and Ruth Berins Collier (2001). Mexico and Venezuela: Radical Populism. In Shaping
the Political Arena. Notre Dame Press. 196-250.

Fresh revelations
– Noel Maurer (2011). The Empire Struck Back: Sanctions and Compensation in the Mexican Oil Expro-
priation of 1938. The Journal of Economic History, (3): 590.
– Galindo, José (2013). Some Considerations Regarding the Persistence of the Economic Elite in Mexico
in the First Half of the Twentieth Century. Bulletin of Latin American Research, 32(2): 149–162.
– Salinas, Salvador (2014). Untangling Mexico’s Noodle: El Tallaŕın and the Revival of Zapatismo in
Morelos, 1934–1938. Journal of Latin American Studies, 46(3): 471–499.
– Banerjee, Vasabjit (2015). The Religious Origins of Class Coalitions: Elite Participation in Religiously
Motivated Peasant Rebellions in Mexico, Zimbabwe, and India. International Political Science Review,
36(5): 564-561.
– Garfias, Francisco (2018). Elite Competition and State Capacity Development: Theory and Evidence
from Post-Revolutionary Mexico. American Political Science Review, 112(2): 339–357.

Female Canon
– Clark, Marjorie Ruth (1934). Organized Labor in Mexico. University of North Carolina Press.
– Fowler-Salamini, Heather (1978). Agrarian Radicalism in Veracruz, 1920-38. University of Nebraska
Press.
– Hellman, Judith Adler (1988). A Ruling Party is Formed. In Mexico in Crisis. Holmes and Meier.
33-54.
– Markiewicz, Dana (1993). The Mexican Revolution and the Limits of Agrarian Reform, 1915-1946.
Lynne Rienner. 35-113.
– Vaughan, Mary Kay (2006). Nationalizing the Countryside: School and Rural Communities in the 1930s.
In Mary Kay Vaughan and Stephen E. Lewis (eds.) The Eagle and the Virgin: Nation and Cultural Revo-
lution in Mexico, 1920-1940. Duke University Press.



Part 2: Authoritarianism
The Mexican Miracle(February 11)

Film: The Young and the Damned, 1950 [film]. Directed by Luis Buñuel. USA: Ultramar Films.
Fiction: Rulfo, Juan (1971). They Have Given Us the Land. In The Burning Plain.
Pacheco, José Emilio (1981). Battles in the Desert.
Spota, Luis (1963). Almost Paradise.
Podcast: Farthing, Linda and Nicole Fabricant (2018). Open Veins Revisited: The New Extractivism
in Latin America [Podcast] September 1.

Additional readings
– Scott, Robert (1964). Mexican Government in Transition. Revised edition. University of Illinois Press.
244-261.
– Cośıo Villegas, Daniel (2002). Mexico’s Crisis. In Gil Joseph and Timothy Henderson, The Mexico
Reader. Duke University Press.470-481.
– Sckett, Andrew (2002). The Two Faces of Acapulco During the Golden Age. In Gil Joseph and Timothy
Henderson, The Mexico Reader. Duke University Press. 500-510.

Fresh revelations
– Vom Hau, Matthias (2008). State Infrastructural Power and Nationalism: Comparative Lessons from
Mexico and Argentina. Studies in Comparative International Development. 43(3-4): 334-354.
– Kehoe, Timothy J. and Meza, Felipe (2011). Catch-Up Growth Followed by Stagnation: Mexico, 1950-
2010. Latin American Journal of Economics, 48(2): 227–268.
– Del Angel, Gustavo (2016). The Nexus Between Business Groups and Banks: Mexico, 1932–1982.
Business History, 58(1):111–128.

Female Canon
– Mart́ınez, Ifigenia* (1960).La Distribución del Ingreso y el desarrollo económico de México. Instituto de
Investigaciones Económicas, Escuela Nacional de Economı́a. *Also known as Ifigenia Navarrete.
– Hellman, Judith Adler (1988). La v́ıa Mexicana: The Mexican Road to Development. In Mexico in
Crisis. Holmes and Meier. 55-94.
– Collier, Ruth Berins (1992). Critical Juncture: Founding the Mexican Regime. In The Contradictory
Alliance. University of California: Institute of International Studies. 26-37.
– Babb, Sara (2004). The Mexican Miracle and its Policy Paradigm: 1940-1970. In Managing Mexico:
From Nationalism to Neoliberalism. Princeton University Press.
– Hamilton, Nora (2014). The Limits of State Autonomy: Post-Revolutionary Mexico. Princeton Univer-
sity Press

The Perfect Dictatorship(February 13)
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– McCormick, Gladys (2016). The Logic of Compromise in Mexico: How the Countryside Was Key to the
Emergence of Authoritarianism. University of North Carolina Press.

Repression and Rebellion(February 20)
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Part 3: Neoliberalism
Neoliberalism(February 27)
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versity Press. 206-211.
– MacLeod, D. (2004). Downsizing the state : Privatization and the limits of neoliberal reform in Mexico.
Pennsylvania State University Press. 149-188. – Collier, Ruth Berins (1992). The Contradictory Alliance.
University of California: Institute of International Studies.71-117.
– Middlebrook, Kevin (1995). The Paradox of Revolution. Johns Hopkins University Press. 286-287;
293-299.
– Ramı́rez, Miguel (1997). Mexico. In Laura Randall (ed.) The Political Economy of Latin America in
the Postwar Period. University of Texas Press. 130-45.
– Murillo, Victoria (2001). Labor Unions, Partisan Coalitions and Market Reforms in Latin America.
Cambridge University Press. 106-130.
– Centeno, Miguel A., and Joseph N. Cohen (2012). The Arc of Neoliberalism. Annual Review of Sociology,
38(1): 317-340.
– Burgess, Katrina (2009). Neoliberal Reform and Migrant Remittances: Symptom or Solution? In John
Burdick, Philip Oxhorn, and Kenneth Roberts, (eds). Beyond Neoliberalism in Latin America? Societies
and Politics at the Crossroads. 177-195.

Fresh revelations
– Waldkirch, Andreas (2010). The Effects of Foreign Direct Investment in Mexico since NAFTA. World
Economy, 33(5): 710-745.
– Kehoe, Timothy J., and Kim J. Ruhl (2010). Why Have Economic Reforms in Mexico Not Generated
Growth? Journal of Economic Literature, 48 (4): 1005-27.
– Ruckert, Arne, Laura Macdonald, and Kristina R. Proulx (2017). Post-neoliberalism in Latin America:
A Conceptual Review. Third World Quarterly, 38(7): 1583-1602.

Female Canon
– Lustig, Nora (1992). Mexico: The Remaking of an Economy. Brookings Institution Press. 14-27; 96-140.
– Murillo, M. Victoria (2000). From Populism to Neoliberalism: Labor Unions and Market Reforms in
Latin America. World Politics. Cambridge University Press, 52(2): 135–168.
– Stokes, Susan (2001). Mandates and Democracy: Neoliberalism by Surprise in Latin America. Cambridge
University Press.
– Babb, Sara (2004). Managing Mexico: From Nationalism to Neoliberalism. Princeton University Press.
137-199.
– Levy, Daniel and Kathleen Bruhn (2006). Mexico: The Struggle for Democratic Development. Second
edition. The University of California Press. 165-179.
– Key, Tamara (2011). NAFTA and the Politics of Labor Transnationalism. Cambridge University Press.

Social Costs(March 4)
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– Iñiguez-Montiel, Alberto Javier (2014). Growth with Equity for the Development of Mexico: Poverty,
Inequality, and Economic Growth (1992–2008). World Development, 59: 313-326
– Mendoza-Cano, Oliver et al. (2016). Health Impacts from Corn Production Pre-and Post-NAFTA Trade
Agreement (1986–2013). International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 13(7): 709.

Female Canon
– Wilson, Patricia (1992). Exports and Local Development: Mexico’s New Maquiladoras. University of
Texas Press.
– Teichman, Judith (1996). Economic Restructuring, State-Labor Relations, and the Transformation of
Mexican Corporatism. In Gerardo Otero (ed.) Neoliberalism Revisited: Economic Restructuring and Mex-
ico’s Political Future. Routledge.
– Heredia, Blanca (1996). State-Business Relations in Contemporary Mexico. In Mónica Serrano and
Victor Bulmer-Thomas (eds.) Rebuilding the State: Mexico After Salinas. University of London: Institute
of Latin American Sudies.
– Stokes, Susan C. (1996). Public Opinion and Market Reforms:: The Limits of Economic Voting. Com-
parative Political Studies, 29(5): 499–519.
– Cravey, Altha J. (1998). Women and Work in Mexico’s Maquiladoras. Rowman & Littlefield.
– Feliciano, Zadia M. (2001). Workers and Trade Liberalization: The Impact of Trade Reforms in Mexico
on Wages and Employment. Industrial and Labor Relations Review, 55(1): 95-115.

Indigenous Movements(March 6)

Film: A Place Called Chiapas, 1998 [documentary]. Directed by Nettie Wild. Canada: British
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Part 4: Democratization
Democratic transition(March 11-13)
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– Ortiz-Ortega, Adriana and Mercedes Barquet (2010). Gendering Transition to Democracy in Mexico.
Latin American Research Review, 45(4): 108-137.
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Part 5: Trying it all

Drug War(April 3)
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Corruption(April 8)
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Mexico: Salamandra Producciones.
Podcast: Lagunes, Paul (2018). Mexico Centered Episode 24: Mexico’s Corruption Problem [Pod-
cast].

Additional readings
– Seligson, Mitchell A. (2002). The Impact of Corruption on Regime Legitimacy: A Comparative Study
of Four Latin American Countries. The Journal of Politics, 64 (2): 408-33.
– Morris, Stephen D. (2008). Disaggregating Corruption: A comparison of Participation and Perceptions
in Latin America with a Focus on Mexico. Bulletin of Latin American Research, 27(3), 388–409.
– Morris, Stephen D., and Joseph L. Klesner (2010). Corruption and Trust: Theoretical Considerations
and Evidence from Mexico. Comparative Political Studies, 43(10): 1258-85.
– Sabet, Daniel M. (2013). Corruption or Insecurity? Understanding Dissatisfaction with Mexico’s Police.
Latin American Politics and Society, 55(1), 22-45
– Anaya-Muñoz, Alejandro and Barbara Frey (eds.) (2018). Mexico’s Human Rights Crisis. University of
Pennsylvania Press.

Fresh revelations
– Fried, Brian, Paul Lagunes, and Atheendar Venkataramani (2010). Corruption and Inequality at the
Crossroad: A Multimethod Study of Bribery and Discrimination in Latin America. Latin American Re-
search Review, 45(1): 76-97.
– Barstow, David (2012). Vast Mexico Bribery Case Hushed Up by Wal-Mart After Top-Level Struggle.
The New York Times.
– Tyburski, Michael D. (2012). The Resource Curse Reversed? Remittances and Corruption in Mexico.
International Studies Quarterly, 56(2):339-350.
– Cantú, Francisco. (2014), Identifying Irregularities in Mexican Local Elections. American Journal of
Political Science, 58: 936-951.
– Oliva, Paulina (2015). Environmental Regulations and Corruption: Automobile Emissions in Mexico
City. Journal of Political Economy, 123(3): 686-724.

Female Canon
– Rose-Ackerman, S. and B. J. Palifka. (1999). Corruption and government: Causes, consequences, and
Reform. Cambridge University Press, 1999.
– Lindstedt, Catharina and Naurin, D (2010). Transparency is not Enough: Making Transparency Effective
in Reducing Corruption. International Political Science Review, 31(3): 301-322.
– Weitz-Shapiro, Rebecca (2012). What Wins Votes: Why Some Politicians Opt Out of Clientelism.
American Journal of Political Science, 56: 568-583.
– Winters, Matthew S., and Rebecca Weitz-Shapiro (2013). Lacking Information or Condoning Corruption:
When Do Voters Support Corrupt Politicians? Comparative Politics, 45 (4): 418-36.
– Neudorfer, Natascha S. (2015). Development, Democracy and Corruption: How Poverty and Lack of
Political Rights Encourage Corruption. Journal of Public Policy, 35(3):421–45.

The “new” PRI(April 10)

Film: The Perfect Dictatorship, 2014 [film]. Directed by Luis Estrada. Mexico: Bandidos Films.
Podcast: Memmott, Mark (2012). Mexico’s PRI Rises From ’Death Bed’ With Return to Power
[Podcast]. July 2.



Additional readings
– Domı́nguez, Jorge I. (2015). Mexico’s 2012 Presidential Election: Conclusions In Jorge I. Domı́nguez,
Greene, Kenneth F. Greene, Chappell H. Lawson and Alejandro Moreno (eds.) Mexico’s Evolving Democ-
racy: A Comparative Study of the 2012 Elections. John Hopkins University Press. 252-268.
– Enŕıquez, David (2013). Mexico’s Energy Reform, a Game Changer in the Nation’s History. Mexico
Institute, Wilson Center Working Paper.
– Dresser, Denise (2014). Mexico Under the New PRI: The Good, The Bad and The Ugly. Berkeley Review
of Latin American Studies.
– Mexico’s Reforms - The Power and The Glory. The Economist. July 5 2014
– Diaz-Cayeros, Alberto, Federico Estévez, and Beatriz Magaloni (2016). The Political Logic of Poverty
Relief: Electoral Strategies and Social Policy in Mexico. Cambridge University Press. 1-22; 113-119.

Fresh revelations
– Flores-Maćıas, Gustavo (2013). Mexico’s 2012 Elections: The Return of the PRI. Journal of Democracy
24(1), 128-141.
– Serra, Gilles (2016). Vote Buying with Illegal Resources: Manifestation of a Weak Rule of Law in Mexico.
Journal of Politics in Latin America, 8(1): 129-150 – Evidence of vote-buying in 2012 election
– Gun Cuninghame, Patrick. (2017). #YoSoy132 and the ‘Mexican Spring’ of 2012: Between Electoral
Engagement and Democratization. Bulletin of Latin American Research, 36: 192-205.
– Langston, Joy (2018). Congressional Campaigning in Mexico: Personal and Party Based Efforts. Foro
Internacional, 234, LVIII(4): 671-718.

Female Canon
– Kavanaugh, Andrea et al. (2016). Media Use During Conflicts: Information Seeking and Political Effi-
cacy During the 2012 Mexican Elections. Government Information Quarterly, 33(3): 595-602.
– Poole, Deborah and Gerardo Rénique (2016). Oaxaqueños Confront Mexico’s Educational Reforms.
NACLA Report on the Americas, 48(4): 307-310.
– Cortina, Jeronimo and Narayani Lasala-Blanco (2016). One Vote or Many Mexicos? Income, Hetero-
geneity, and the 2006–2012 Presidential Elections. Social Science Quarterly, 97: 197-210.
– Langston, Joy (2017). Voting Behavior in Mexico. In Democratization and Authoritarian Party Survival:
Mexico’s PRI. Oxford University Press. 107-121.

AMLO’s victory(April 15)

Film: Backyard, 2009 [film]. Directed by Carlos Carrera. Mexico: Tardan/Berman, INBURSA,
Grupo Financiero Coppel, FOPROCINE and Argos Comunicación.
Fiction: Castellanos, Rosario (2003). Modesta Gómez. In Gil Joseph and Timothy Henderson, The
Mexico Reader. Duke University Press.545-552
Podcast: Belcher, Erica (2017). Inequality in Mexico and How to Address It [Podcast]. March 6.

Additional readings
– Agren, David (2015). The Brattiest Pack in Mexico: A Generation of Spoiled, Entitled Children of the
Ruling Elite is Running Wild. Maclean’s. April 3.
– Eisenstadt, Todd A. (1999). Electoral Federalism or Abdication of Presidential Authority? Gubernatorial
Elections in Tabasco. In Wayne Cornelius, Todd Eisenstadt and Jane Hindley (eds.) Subnational Politics
and Democratization in Mexico. Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies, University of California, San Diego.
Selected pages.
– Eisenstadt, Todd A. (2007). The Origins and Rationality of the ‘Legal versus Legitimate’ Dichotomy
Invoked in Mexico’s 2006 Post-Electoral Conflict. PS: Political Science and Politics 40(1): Selected pages.
– Esquivel, Gerardo and Guillermo Cruces (2011). The Dynamics of Income Inequality in Mexico Since



NAFTA [with Comment]. Economia, 12(1): 155-188.
– Goñi, Edwin, Humberto López and Luis Servén (2011). Fiscal Redistribution and Income Inequality in
Latin America. World Development, 39(9): 1558-1569.
– Campos-Vázquez, R.M., Esquivel, G. and Lustig, Nora. (2014) The Rise and Fall of Income Inequality in
Mexico, 1989–2010. In Giovanni Andrea Cornia (ed.) Falling Inequality in Latin America: Policy Changes
and Lessons. Oxford University Press.
– Enamorado, Ted, Luis F. López-Calva, Carlos Rodŕıguez Castelán, and Hernán Winkler (2016). Income
Inequality and Violent Crime: Evidence from Mexico’s drug war. Journal of Development Economics, 120:
128-143.
– Dresser, Denise (2018). Can Mexico Be Saved? The Promise and Peril of López Obrador. Foreign
Affairs.
– Bravo Regidor, Carlos and Patrick Iber (2018). A New Hope for Mexico? Dissent Magazine.
– Torreblanca, Carolina, Mariano Muñoz and José Merino (2018). ¿Cómo ganó AMLO? Breve historia
gráfica de la migración electoral más grande en la historia democrática de México. Revista Nexos. July 6.
– Greene, Kenneth F. and Mariano Sánchez-Talanquer (2018). Latin America’s Shifting Politics: Mexico’s
Party System Under Stress. Journal of Democracy, 29(4): 31-42.
– López Obrador, Andrés Manuel (2018). A New Hope For Mexico: Saying No to Corruption, Violence,
and Trump’s Wall. Translated from Spanish by Natascha Uhlmann. OR Books.

Female Canon
– López-Alonso, Moramay (2007) Growth with Inequality: Living Standards in Mexico, 1850–1950. Jour-
nal of Latin American Studies, 39(1): 81–105.
– Guerrero, Isabel, Luis F. López-Calva, and Michael Walton (2009). The Inequality Trap and Its Links
to Low Growth in Mexico. In Santiago Levy and Michael Walton (eds.) No Growth Without Equity? The
World Bank.
– Murillo, Maŕıa Victoria, Virginia Oliveros, and Milan Vaishnav (2010). Electoral Revolution or Demo-
cratic Alternation? Latin American Research Review, 45(3): 87-114.
– Brachet-Márquez, Viviane (2014). Contention and Inequality in Mexico, 1910–2010. Cambridge Univer-
sity Press.
– Arceo, Eva and Raymundo Campos (2014). “Race and Marriage in the Labor Market: A Discrimination
Correspondence Study in a Developing Country”, American Economic Review, 104(5): 376-380.



Part 6: Challenges
Informality(April 17)

Film: Workers, 2013 [film]. Directed by José Luis Valle. Mexico: FOPROCINE, Zensky Cine and
CUEC.
Podcast: Bromley, Ray and Tamar Diana Wilson (2018). The Urban Informal Economy Revisited
[Podcast]. January 1.

Additional readings
– Antón, Arturo and Fausto Hernández and Santiago Levy (2012). The End of Informality in Mexico?
Fiscal Reform for Universal Social Insurance. Inter-American Development Bank.
– Bosch, Mariano, and Campos-Vázquez, Raymundo (2014). The Trade-Offs of Welfare Policies in Labor
Markets with Informal Jobs: The Case of the “Seguro Popular” Program in Mexico. American Economic
Journal: Economic Policy, 6(4), 71-99
– Kehoe, Timothy J., and Kim J. Ruhl (2010). Why Have Economic Reforms in Mexico Not Generated
Growth? Journal of Economic Literature, 48 (4): 1005-27.

Fresh revelations
– Behrman, Jere R., Susan W. Parker and Petra E. Todd (2011). Do Conditional Cash Transfers for
Schooling Generate Lasting Benefits?: A Five-Year Followup of PROGRESA/Oportunidades. Journal of
Human Resources, 46(1):93-122.
– De La O, Ana L. (2013).Do Conditional Cash Transfers Affect Electoral Behavior? Evidence from a
Randomized Experiment in Mexico. American Journal of Political Science, 57(1):1-14.
– Parker, Susan W. and Petra E. Todd (2017). Conditional Cash Transfers: The Case of Progresa/Oportunidades.
Journal of Economic Literature, 55(3): 866-915.
– Imai, Kosuke, Gary King, and Carlos Velasco Rivera (Forthcoming). Do Nonpartisan Programmatic
Policies Have Partisan Electoral Effects? Evidence from Two Large Scale Experiments. Journal of Poli-
tics.

Female Canon
– Andrés Villarreal and Sarah Blanchard (2013) ‘How Job Characteristics Affect International Migration:
The Role of Informality in Mexico’, Demography, (2): 751.
– Azuara, O. and Marinescu, Iona. (2013) Informality and the Expansion of Social Protection Programs:
Evidence from Mexico. Journal of Health Economics, 32(5): 938–950.
– Bosch, Mariano, M. Belén Cobacho, Carmen Pagés (2014). Effects of Non-Contributory Systems on
Informality. In Markus Frölich, David Kaplan, Carmen Pagés, Jamele Rigolini and David Robalino (eds.)
Social Insurance, Informality, and Labor Markets: How to Protect Workers While Creating Good Jobs.
Oxford University Press.

The Press(April 22)

Film: Forced Silence (2012). Mexico: Article 19.
Fiction:(Spanish). Leñero, Vicente (1978). Los Periodistas.
Podcast: Campo, Javier (2018). Media, Politics, and Democratization in Latin America [Podcast].
May 1.
National Public Radio (2018). Working The Night Shift For Mexico City’s Bloody Crime Tabloids
[Podcast]. June 29.

Additional readings
– Paxman, Andrew (2014). Cooling to Cinema and Warming to Television: State Mass Media Policy,



1940—1964. In Paul Gillingham and Benjamin T. Smith (eds.) Dictablanda: Politics, Work, and Culture
in Mexico, 1938–1968. Duke University Press.
– Stanig, Piero (2015). Regulation of Speech and Media Coverage of Corruption: An Empirical Analysis
of the Mexican Press. American Journal of Political Science, 59: 175-193.
– Solis, Jonathan and Leonardo Antenangeli (2017). Corruption Is Bad News for a Free Press: Reassessing
the Relationship Between Media Freedom and Corruption. Social Science Quarterly, 98(3): 1112-11137.
– Jos Midas Bartman (2018) Murder in Mexico: Are Journalists Victims of General Violence or Targeted
Political Violence? Democratization, 25(7): 1093-1113.
– Ahmed, Azam (2017). Using Billions in Government Cash, Mexico Controls News Media. The New York
Times.

Female Canon
– Djankov, Simeon, Caralee McLiesh, Tatiana Nenova and Andrei Shleifer (2003). Who Owns the Media?
The Journal of Law and Economics, 46(2): 341-382.
– Kellam, Marisa and Elizabeth A. Stein (2015). Silencing Critics: Why and How Presidents Restrict
Media Freedom in Democracies. Comparative Political Studies, 49(1): 36-77.
– Whitten-Woodring, Jenifer (2016). News About Her: The Effects of Media Freedom and Internet Access
on Women’s Rights. Journal of Human Rights, 15(3): 383-407,
– Hughes, S. and Márquez-Ramı́rez, M. (2018). Local-Level Authoritarianism, Democratic Normative
Aspirations, and Antipress Harassment: Predictors of Threats to Journalists in Mexico. International
Journal of Press/Politics, 23(4), 539-560.
– Almanzar Tanya, Mark Aspinwall and David Crow (2018). Freedom of information in times of crisis:
The case of Mexico’s war on drugs. Governance, 31:321–339.

Trade & Emigration3 (April 24-29)

Film: A Day Without a Mexican, 2004 [film]. Directed by Sergio Arau. USA: Eye on the Ball Films,
IMCINE.
Maquilapolis, 2006 [film]. Directed by Sergio de la Torre and Vicky Funari. Mexico.
Fiction: Luiselli, Valeria (2017).Tell Me How It Ends: An Essay in 40 Questions: Conversations with
children facing deportation from the US. Coffee House Press.
Podcast: This American Life (2014) “Flight Simulation” and “Phone Home” [Podcast]. Marcha 14.
The Daily. “Divided”, Part 1 and 2: How Family Separations Started [Podcast]. August 21.
Music: http://sonesdemexico.com/

Additional readings
– Lowenthal, Abraham (1999). United States-Latin American Relations at the Century’s Turn: Managing
the ‘Intermestic’ Agenda. In Albert Fishlow and James Jones (eds.) The United States and Latin America.
Norton. 109-35.
– Lorey, David E. (1999). The U.S.-Mexican Border in the Twentieth Century. Rowman & Littlefield.
93-114
– Fox, Jonathan (2004). Assessing Binational Civil Society Coalitions: Lessons from the Mexico-U.S.
Experience. In Kevin Middlebrook (ed.) Dilemmas of Political Change in Mexico. Institute of Latin
American Studies, University of London. 466-467, 478-488, 491-501, 508-509.
– Selee, Andrew (2018). Vanishing frontiers. Public Affairs. Introduction.

3If anyone is interested in doing survey research on Mexican public opinion and voting choices, the Mexican campaign
panel studies (2000, 2006, 2012) are a great source and are accessible at the ICPSR. For analysis of political beliefs of Mexican
immigrants in the US, the 2012 Latino Immigrant National Election Study done by Prof. Jay McCann is publicly available at
the Purdue University Research Repository. About two thirds of the respondents in this study are Mexican-origin. A really
outstanding source!



– Hsieh, Chang-Tai and Peter J. Klenow (2014). The Life Cycle of Plants in India and Mexico. The
Quarterly Journal of Economics, 129(3): 1035–1084.
– Domı́nguez, Jorge I., and Rafael Fernández de Castro (2016). U.S.-Mexican Relations: Coping with
Domestic and International Crises. In Jorge Domı́nguez and R. Fernández Castro (eds.) Contemporary
U.S.-Latin American Relations. Second edition. Routledge. 30-56
– Villarino, Roberto (2003). Ciudad Nezahualcóyotl: Souls on the Run. In Gil Joseph and Timothy
Henderson, The Mexico Reader. Duke University Press.
– Saragoza, Alex M. (2009). Golfing in the Desert: Los Cabos and Post-PRI Tourism in Mexico. In Dina
Berger and Andrew Grant Wood (eds.) Holiday in Mexico. Duke University Press.
– Jacobson, Roberta (2018). My Year as a Trump Ambassador. The New York Times.

Female Canon
– Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera and Miriam Rojas-Arenaza (2012). The Mathematics of Mexico-U.S. Migra-
tion and U.S. Immigration Policy. Policy Studies, 33(4): 297-312.
– Browning, Anjali. (2013). “Corn, Tomatoes, and a Dead Dog: Mexican Agricultural Restructuring
after NAFTA and Rural Responses to Declining Maize Production in Oaxaca, Mexico”. Mexican Stud-
ies/Estudios Mexicanos, 29(1), 85-119.
– Starr, Pamela (2013). U.S.-Mexico Relations and Mexican Domestic Politics. in Rod Camp (ed.) Oxford
Handbook of Mexican Politics. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013.
– Bada, Xóchitl (2014). Mexican hometown associations in Chicagoacán: From local to transnational civic
engagement. Rutgers University Press.
– Kathleen Staudt. (2017). Border Politics in a Global Era: Comparative Perspectives. 128-150;213-235.
– Délano Alonso, Alexandra and Harris Mylonas (2017). The Microfoundations of Diaspora Politics: Un-
packing the State and Disaggregating the Diaspora. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies.
– Nunn, Ryan, Jimmy O’Donnell, and Jay Shambaugh (2018). A Dozen Facts About Immigration. The
Brookings Institution.

Wrapping Up(May 1)

Additional Readings
– Cornelius, Wayne A. and Jeffrey A. Weldon (2017). Politics in Mexico. In Kaare Strom et al. (eds.)
Comparative Politics Today. 12th edition. Pearson.


