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Resource Dependence and Non-Confrontational Strategies;: How Does Politi-
cal and Social Cooperation Influence Environmental Governance
—A Comparative Analysis of 26 Cases
Zhou Wenxing Cheng Kunpeng / 118

Abstract; Protecting the ecological environment and containing the environ-
mental pollution has become an urgent demand for people’s livelihood in China. In
order to study the mechanisms of environmental non-governmental organizations’
(ENGOs) policy advocacy and their influence on environmental governance in
China, this paper analyzes the institutional space for social organizations to partici-
pate in environmental governance in the process of social change from the perspec-
tive of institutionalism. It also constructs a multi-level framework centered on non-
confrontational strategies by drawing on resource dependence theory. This paper
finds that China’s ENGOs have gained more space to participate in governance due
to the gradual change of environmental governance policy. However, the effective-
ness of their policy advocacy is limited because their capabilities in resource ab-
sorption and organizational action are constrained by a variety of factors. In spite of
this, policy advocacy models of ENGOs have become increasingly stabilized and
they have achieved a dual balance between the effectiveness and legitimacy of col-
lective action in law-based advocacy, public participation organizational integra-
tion, and media and Internet.

Keywords: ENGOs; policy advocacy; resource dependence; non-confront-

ational strategies

Reinterpretation of the Standard of Director’s Duty from Social Purpose

—A Corporate Social Enterprise Perspective

Tao Pu Jin Jinping / 135

Abstract: With regard to the current state of the rise of social enterprises,
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