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alliance with Russia and strengthening mutually beneficial cooperation with China and other developing
countries, while engaging in a fierce tit-for-tat struggle with the United States and the West. As the US
and the West intensify their efforts to contain and suppress Russia and Belarus, Belarus’ diplomatic and
security strategy will become more pronounced with the features of “uniting Russia, relying on China,
resisting the US and pulling Europe” while expanding its military preparations and improving its defense
capabilities.

Keywords:

Belarus, Ukraine crisis, Russia—Belarus relations

Trends of US—-Japan—ROK Trilateral Security Mechanism Yao Huanyu and Zhou Wenxing
Abstract:

Since the inauguration of the Biden administration, the US, Japan, and Republic of Korea (ROK)
have made significant progress in cooperation in terms of military and economic security as well
as coordination of their diplomatic policy stances, setting the stage for an emerging Trilateral
Security Mechanism among the three countries. This not only serves the Biden administration’s
strategic demand for competition with China but also reflects the collective response by the US,
Japan, and ROK to the escalating Ukraine crisis and heightened military activities by ROK. The
Biden administration has facilitated the establishment of this security mechanism by strengthening
bilateral alliances with Japan and ROK, managing disputes between the latter two countries,
fostering multilateral collaboration with a bottom-up approach, and embedding Japan and ROK into
US alliance network. While there remains momentum and room for further collaboration among
the three countries in military and economic security, the Trilateral Security Mechanism faces
constraints stemming from the domestic politics of the three countries and challenges intrinsic to the
mechanism itself. The Trilateral Security Mechanism has impacted both regional and global security
stability, bringing negative effects on the national security and external environment of China.
Keywords:

US—Japan—-ROK relations, Trilateral Security Mechanism, alliance management, Asia—Pacific security,
Sino—US relations

Russian Private Military Security Companies and Their Role in Foreign Affairs

Zhang Yue
Abstract:
In recent years, the Russian private military security services industry has grown to meet the
needs of corporate clients and the government. Although modeled on their Western counterparts,
the private military security companies in Russia are unique, not limited by international law
on mercenaries, and are rarely prosecuted under domestic law. As a result, it has the flexibility
and secrecy that traditional diplomatic tools do not possess, and can serve as a quasi agent of
the Russian government to participate in combat operations outside its borders in the “gray
zone,” without incurring a country’s responsibility. In foreign affairs, the Russian government
can use private military security companies to achieve limited goals without direct military
conflicts with Western countries, and can also use them to expand geopolitical influence in the
conflicts in some developing countries. However, due to the lack of domestic legislation and
weak regulation, the Russian government faces a series of problems when using private military
security companies in foreign military operations.
Keywords:
private military security company, Russia, Wagna, Ukraine Crisis

The Biden Administration’s Diplomatic Narrative of Repairing the International Reputation
of the United States
Hu Wentao and Guo Zhenxue

Abstract:
Diplomatic narrative is an important component of diplomatic strategy, which is related to the shaping,
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