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 1958   Wilberforce University                 
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 1966   Washington State University                 
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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 

1998-    Lewis P. and Linda L. Geyser University Professor 

    Harvard University 

 

1996-1998   Malcolm Wiener Professor of Social Policy 

    Harvard University 
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Program, Malcolm Wiener Center for Social Policy 

    

1990-1996   Lucy Flower University Professor, University of   

    Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 

 



 2 

1990-1996    Director, Center for the Study of Urban    

    Inequality, School of Public Policy, University   

    of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 

 

1989-1990    French-American Foundation Visiting    

    Professor of American Studies, Ecole des    

    Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, France 

 

1984-1990    Lucy Flower Distinguished Service Professor, 

    Department of Sociology and School of Public 

    Policy, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 

 

1984-1987   Chairman, Department of Sociology,    

    University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 

 

1984-1987    Acting Director, Center for the Study of    

    Industrial Societies, University of Chicago,    

    Chicago, Illinois 

 

1980-1984    Lucy Flower Professor of Urban Sociology,  

    Department of Sociology, University of    

    Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 

 

Fall 1983     Langston Hughes Visiting Professor of    

    Sociology, University of Kansas, Lawrence,    

    Kansas 

  

1981-1982    Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the 

    Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, California 

 

1978-1981    Chairman, Department of Sociology,    

    University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 

 

1975-1980    Professor of Sociology, Department of    

    Sociology, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 

 

1972-1975    Associate Professor of Sociology, Department   

    of Sociology, University of Chicago, Chicago,   

    Illinois 

 

Summer 1972    Visiting Associate Professor, Department of 

    Sociology, Harvard University, Cambridge,  

    Massachusetts 

 

1971-1972    Visiting Associate Professor and Research    

    Scholar, Department of Sociology, University   

    of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 
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1969-1971    Associate Professor of Sociology, Department of    

    Sociology, University of Massachusetts, Amherst,    

    Massachusetts 

 

1965-1969   Assistant Professor of Sociology, Department of   

    Sociology, University of Massachusetts, Amherst,   

    Massachusetts 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

Books 

 

Power, Racism and Privilege: Race Relations in Theoretical and Sociohistorical 

Perspectives.  New York: Macmillan Co., 1973.  Reprinted paperback by The Free Press, 

1976. 

 

Through Different Eyes: Black and White Perspectives on American Race Relations (co-

editor with Peter I. Rose and Stanley Rothman). New York: Oxford University Press, 

1973. 

 

The Declining Significance of Race: Blacks and Changing American Institutions. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978.  Second and enlarged edition, 1980; third 

edition (with a new Afterword), 2012. 

 

The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the Underclass, and Public Policy.  Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 1987; second edition (with a new Afterword), 2012. 

Published as Les Oubliés de l'Amérique (trans. by Ivan Ermakoff), Paris: Desclée de 

Brouwer, 1994; published in Japanese, Tokyo: Akashi Shoten, 1999; published in 

Chinese, Shanghai:  Shanghai People’s Publishing House, 2008. 

 

The Ghetto Underclass: Social Science Perspectives.  (Editor) Annals of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Sciences, January 1989.  Updated edition, Newbury 

Park, CA: Sage Publications, 1993. 

 

Sociology and the Public Agenda (Editor).  Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications, 1993. 

 

Poverty, Inequality and the Future of Social Policy: Western States in the New World 

Order (co-editor with Katherine McFate and Roger Lawson).  New York: Russell Sage 

Publications, 1995; excerpt “Poverty, Social Rights and the Quality of Citizenship,” with 

Roger Lawson, in American Families: A Multicultural Reader, edited by Stephanie 

Coontz, 470-477. New York: Routledge, 1999. 

 

When Work Disappears: The World of the New Urban Poor.  New York: Alfred A. 

Knopf, 1996; Vintage paperback edition, 1997; published in Japanese, Tokyo: Akashi 

Shoten, 1999. 
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The Bridge over the Racial Divide: Rising Inequality and Coalition Politics. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 1999. 

 

America Becoming: Racial Trends and Consequences in the United States (co-editor with 

Neil Smelser and Faith Mitchell). Washington, DC: National Academy Press, 2001. 

 

Soziale Ungleichheit in den USA. Plädoyer für eine multiethnische Bündnispolitik.  

Vienna:  Passagen Verlag, 2001. 

 

Youth in Cities: A Cross-National Perspective (edited by William Julius Wilson and 

Marta Tienda).  New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002. 

 

There Goes the Neighborhood: Racial, Ethnic, and Class Tensions in Four Chicago 

Neighborhoods and Their Meaning for America (with Richard Taub).  New York: Knopf, 

2006. 

 

Good Kids from Bad Neighborhoods: Successful Development in Social Context (with D. 

Elliott, S. Menard, A.C. Elliott, B. Rankin and D. Huizinga).  New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 2006. 

 

More than Just Race:  Being Black and Poor in the Inner City. New York: Norton, 2009. 

 

 

Articles and Chapters in Books 

 

"Formalization and Stages of Theoretical Development" (with Nicholas Sofias and 

Richard Ogles), Pacific Sociological Review 7 (1964): 74-80. 

 

"Some Methodological Problems in the Empirical Study of Value" (with F. Ivan Nye), 

Washington State University Bulletin 672 (July 1966). 

 

"Aspects of Concept Formation, Explication and Theory Construction in Sociology" 

(with Richard G. Dumont), American Sociological Review 32 (1967): 985-990.  

Reprinted in Social Research (edited by Dennis P. Forcese and Stephen Richer), 

Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 40-63. 

 

"Rules of Correspondence and Sociological Concepts" (with Richard G. Dumont), 

Sociology and Social Research 52 (1968): 217-227. 

 

"An Empirical Explication of 'Norm' and 'Value'," Indiana Sociological Bulletin 7 

(October 1969): 39-56. 

 

"The Quest for a Meaningful Black Experience on White Campuses," The Massachusetts 

Review 10 (Autumn 1969): 737-746.  Reprinted in Black Students in White Colleges 

(edited by Edgar G. Epps).  Worthington, Ohio: Charles A. Jones Publishing Co., 1973. 
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"An Awareness of the Economic Class Structure in Health Education" (with William A. 

Darity),  in New Directions in Health Education (edited by Donald A. Read).  New York: 

Macmillian Co., 1971, 36-44. 

 

"New Creation or Familiar Death?: A Rejoinder to Vincent Harding," Negro Digest 

(March 1970): 6-11 and 57-59. 

 

"Cultural Nationalism 'versus' Revolutionary Nationalism: Dimensions of the Black 

Power Movement," Sociological Focus 3 (Spring 1970): 43-51. 

 

"Work Attachment Among Black Males" (with Curt Tausky), Phylon: The Atlanta 

Journal of Race and Culture 32 (Spring 1971): 23-30 

 

"Issues and Challenges of Black Studies," Journal of Social and Behavioral Scientists 28 

(Fall and Winter 1971-1972): 21-19. 

 

"Black Demands and the American Government's Responses," Journal of Black Studies 3 

(September 1972): 7-28. 

 

"Race Relations Models and Ghetto Behavior" (edited by Peter I. Rose) in Nation of 

Nations: The Ethnic Experience and the Racial Crisis, 259-275.  New York: Random 

House, 1972. 

 

"Racial Solidarity and Separate Education" (with Castellano Turner and William A. 

Darity), School Review 81 (May 1973): 365-373. 

 

"The Significance of Racial and Cultural Prisms" in Through Different Eyes: Black and 

White Perspectives on American Relations (edited by Peter I. Rose et al.).  Oxford 

University Press. 

 

"The Role of Ethnicity in American Life" in The International Role of the University of 

the 1970s: Conference Proceedings, 42-62. University of Massachusetts at Amherst, 

1973. 

 

"The New Black Sociology: Reflections on the "'Insiders' and 'Outsiders' Controversy," in 

The Black Sociologists: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives (edited by James E. 

Blackwell and Morris Janowitz), 322-338.  Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 

1974. 

 

"The Changing Context of American Race Relations: Urban Blacks and Structural Shifts 

in the Economy," in Case Studies on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms: A 

World Survey, Vol. 5,  177-196.  The Hague, Netherlands: Martinus N. Shoff, 1976. 

 

"Dimensions of Racial Ideology: An Empirical Study of Urban Black Attitudes" (with 

Castellano Turner), Journal of Sociology 81 (March 1976): 1990-1199. 
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"Class Conflict and Jim Crow Segregation in Post-Bellum South," Pacific Sociological 

Review (October 1976): 431-446.  Reprinted in F. James Davis, Readings on Minority-

Dominant Relations: Sociological Contributions, Ahm Publishing Corp., 1978. 

 

"Power and the Changing Character of Black Protest," in Race, Ethnicity and Social 

Change (edited by John Stone), 366-374.  North Scituate, Massachusetts: Duxbury Press, 

1977. 

 

"Minority Rights in Comparative Perspectives," in University Desk Encyclopedia. New 

York: Elsevier, 1977. 

 

Excerpts from The Declining Significance of Race: Blacks and Changing American 

Institutions: "The Declining Significance of Race" (January-February 1978): 56-62; 

Society 15/2 (January/February 1978); reprinted in Call and Response: Key Debates in 

African American Studies (eds. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Jennifer Burton). New York: 

Norton, 2009, pp.747-755.  Reprinted in Current, no. 203 (May-June): 31-41; reprinted in 

Across the Board (July 1978): 28-38; reprinted in Taking Sides: Clashing Views on 

Controversial Social Issues (edited by McKenna and Mirella Baron-Harris), Guilford, 

CT: The Dushkin Publishing Group, 1980, 160-168; reprinted in Prescriptions for Better 

Days: Readings on Policy Alternatives for America's Social Problems (edited by Robert 

L. Ellis and Marcia J. Lipetz), Scott Foreman and Co., 1981; reprinted in Majority & 

Minority: The Dynamics of Racial and Ethnic Relations (edited by Norman Yetman and 

C. Hoy Steele), Allyn and Bacon, Third Edition, 1981; reprinted in Sources: Notable 

Selections in Race and Ethnicity (edited by Adalberto Aguirre, Jr. and David V. Bakers), 

Guilford, CT: The Dushkin Publishing Group, 1995; excerpts from The Declining 

Significance of Race in Social Stratification (edited by David B. Grusky), Boulder: 

Westview Press, 2001, pp. 611-623; excerpt from The Declining  Significance of Race in 

Readings in Black Economics, Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt Publishing Co. (forthcoming); 

excerpt from The Declining Significance of Race in African American Studies Reader: An 

Introduction to the Key Debates (edited by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Jennifer Burton), 

New York: W.W. Norton, forthcoming; excerpt in Walkin’ The Talk: An Interdisciplinary 

Anthology of African American Studies (edited by Bill Lyne and Vernon Johnson), New 

York: Prentice Hall, forthcoming; excerpt in Perspectives in African American History 

and Culture (edited by Ronald Dorris, Charles Heglar and Dereef Jamison), Littleton, 

MA: Tapestry Press, forthcoming; excerpt in Social Class and Stratification: Classic 

Statements and Theoretical Debates (ed. Rhonda F. Levine).  Boulder, CO: Rowman, 

Littlefield, forthcoming 2005; excerpts in The Inequality Reader: Contemporary and 

Foundational Readings in Race, Class, and Gender (edited by David B. Grusky and 

Szonja Szelenyi), pp.225-238.  Boulder: Westview Press, 2007; excerpt in Social 

Stratification: Critical Concepts in the Social Sciences (edited by David Inglis and John 

Bone).  London: Routledge, 2006; excerpt in Social Stratification: Class, Race, and 

Gender in Sociological Perspective, 3
rd

 edition (edited by David B. Grusky), pp. 691-

703.  Boulder: Westview Press, 2008; excerpts in Inequality in the United States: A 

Reader (edited by John Brueggemann).  Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2010. 

 

"Poor Blacks' Future," The New York Times, OP-ED Page, February 28, 1978. 
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"The Declining Significance of Race: Myth or Reality" in The Declining Significance of 

Race?: Dialogue Among Black and White Social Scientists (edited by Joseph 

Washington), 1-21. University of Pennsylvania, 1979. 

 

"Dilemmas of Social Progress," University of Chicago Record 13, No. 4 (August 1979): 

139-141. 

 

"Comments on Shifts in Employment and Occupational Status of Black Americans" in 

Bakke, Weber, and Affirmative Action, 70-80. The New York Rockefeller Foundation, 

1979 

 

"The Significance of Race in America: A Rejoinder to Marrett and Pettigrew," 

Contemporary Sociology 9 (January 1980): 21-25. 

 

"The Declining Significance of Race: Revisited But Not Revised," Society 15/5 (July-

August 1978): 11 and 16-24.  Reprinted in Majority and Minority: The Dynamics of 

Racial and Ethnic Relations (edited by Norman Yetman and C. Hoy Steele), Allyn and 

Bacon, Third Edition, 1980; reprinted in The Caste and Class Controversy (edited by 

Charles Vert Willie), New York: General Hall, Inc., 1979; reprinted in African American 

Studies: An Introduction to the Key Debates (edited by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and 

Jennifer Burton), New York: W.W. Norton & Company: 2005 and in Call and Response: 

Key Debates in African American Studies (eds. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Jennifer 

Burton). New York: Norton, 2009, pp.761-768. 

 

"Comparative Race and Ethnic Relations: Issues of Theory and Research" in Sociological 

Theory and Research: A Critical Appraisal (edited by Hubert M. Blalock), 228-242.  

New York: The Free Press, 1980. 

 

"Epilogue: Race, Class, and the Public Policy" in The Declining Significance of Race, 

155-182.  Chicago: University Press, 2nd edition, 1980.   Reprinted (excerpts) in The 

Urban League Review: A Policy Research Journal of the National Urban League 5 

(Summer 1989): 7-21; reprinted (excerpts) in The American Sociologist 16 (May 1981): 

125-134. 

 

"Barriers to Labor Market Access," Adherent: A Journal of Comprehensive Employment 

and Human Resource Development 7 (December 1980): 68-90. 

 

"Prejudice," The World Book Encyclopedia, 1981. 

 

"The Black Community in the 1980s: Questions of Race, Class, and Public Policy," The 

Annals of the American Academy of Political Social Science 454 (March 1981): 26-41.  

Reprinted in Current: The New Thinking from All Sources on the Frontier Problems of 

Today, 223 (July 1981): 22-34; reprinted in Annual Editions: Urban Society, The 

Dushkin Publishing Group, 1982; reprinted in Majority & Minority: The Dynamics of 

Racial and Ethnic Relations, (edited by Norman Yetman and C. Hoy Steele) Allyn and 

Brown, fourth edition; reprinted in Sociology (edited by LeRoy Gruner and Lillie 

Lovette) Copley Publishing Group, 1989; reprinted in Sources, Notable Selections in 
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Sociology (edited by Kurt Finsterbusch and Janet S. Schwartz) The Dushkin Publishing 

Group, 1993; reprinted in From Different Shores , Perspectives on Race and Ethnicity in 

America (edited by Ronald Takaki), 243-250, Oxford University Press, second edition, 

1994. 

 

"The Political Economy of Race: Reflections on The Declining Significance of Race," 

Black Law Journal 7 (Winter 1981): 6-20. 

 

"Shifts in the Analysis of Race and Ethnic Relations: A Review of Three Decades of 

Theory and Research" in The State of Sociology (edited by James F. Short, Jr.), 101-118. 

Beverly Hills, California: Sage Publications, Inc, 1981. 

 

"Race Oriented Programs and the Black Underclass" in Race, Poverty and the Urban 

Underclass (edited by Clement Cottingham), 113-132.  Lexington, Mass.: D.C. Health, 

1982. 

 

"Forward" to Elliott Rudwick's Race Riot at East St. Louis, July 22, 1917.  University of 

Illinois Press, 1982. 

 

"New Challenges for the Civil Rights Movement," Centerboard, Vol. 1, no. 2, (Fall 

1983): 4-12. 

 

"Inner City Woes," Transaction/SOCIETY 21, no. 1 (November-December 1983): 34. 

 

"Inner City Dislocations," Transaction/SOCIETY 21, no. 1 (November-December 1983): 

80-86; reprinted in Transaction/SOCIETY 35, no. 2 (January-February 1998) 270-277 

(Thirty Fifth Anniversary Issue). 

 

"The Black Underclass," Wilson Quarterly 8 (Spring 1984): 88-99; reprinted in Haves 

and Have-Nots, an International Reader on Social Inequality, 44-50 (James Curtis, Lorne 

Tepperman, editors), Englewood Cliffs: Prentis Hall, 1994. 

 

"Industrial Policy and the Concern of Minorities," Focus  (Joint Center for Political and 

Economic Studies) 12 (March 1984): 5-12.  Excerpts of testimony before the House 

Subcommittee on Economic Stabilization of the Committee on Banking, Finance and 

Urban Affairs, U. S. House of Representatives, Washington, D.C., 1984. 

 

"Race Specific Policies and The Truly Disadvantaged," Yale Law and Policy Review 2 

(Fall 1984): 272-290. 

 

"The Urban Underclass" in Minority Report: What Happens to Blacks, Hispanics, 

American Indians and Other Minorities in the Eighties (edited by Leslie Dunbar), 75-

117.  New York: Pantheon, 1984. Revised and reprinted in The New Urban Reality 

(edited by Paul Peterson), 129-160.  Washington, D.C.: The Brookings Institute, 1985; 

reprinted in A History of Our Time: Readings on Postwar America, rev. ed. (edited by 

William Chafe and Harvard Sitkoff). Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994 (projected). 
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"Urban Poverty" (with Robert Aponte), Annual Review of Sociology 11 (1985): 231-258. 

 

"Race, Family Structure, and Social Policy" (with Robert Aponte and Kathryn 

Neckerman), working paper no. 7, Project on the Federal Social Role, National 

Conference on Social Welfare. 

 

"Poverty and Family Structure: The Widening Gap between Evidence and Public Policy 

Issues" (with Kathryn Neckerman) in Fighting Poverty: What Works and What Doesn't 

(edited by Sheldon Danziger and Daniel Weinberg), 232-259.  Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 1986.  Excerpts reprinted in Wilson Quarterly (Fall 1985) and in Point 

of View 2 (Fall 1985): 2-4 and 29-35; reprinted in Family Transition, 6th edition, Little, 

Brown & Co., 1986. 

 

"Cycles of Deprivation and the Underclass Debate," Social Service Review 59 (December 

1985): 541-559; reprinted in Institute for Research on Poverty Reprint Series, no. 535, 

University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1986. 

 

"The 'Culture' Club," The New Republic (October 6, 1986): 19-20. 

 

"The obligation to work and the availability of jobs: A dialogue between Lawrence M. 

Mead and William Julius Wilson" Focus  (Madison, Wisconsin)10 no. 2 (Summer 1987): 

11-19. 

 

"Family Structure, Black Unemployment, and American Social Policy" (with Kathryn 

Neckerman and Robert Aponte) in The Politics of Social Policy in the United States 

(edited by Margaret Weir, Ann Shola Orloff and Theda Skocpol), 397-420.  Princeton:  

Princeton University Press, 1988. 

 

"Academic Controversy and Intellectual Growth" in Sociological Lives (edited by 

Mathilda White Riley), 79-90.  Newbury Park, CA.: Sage Publications, 1988. 

 

Excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the Underclass, and Public 

Policy: "The Hidden Agenda" (excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged), The University 

of Chicago Magazine (Fall 1987): 2-11; "The Crisis of the Ghetto Underclass and the 

Liberal Retreat" (excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged), Democratic Left, Vol. 15, no. 

3 (May-Aug. 1987): 5-7; "Rights Mean Little Without the Means to Enjoy Them All" 

(excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged), Chicago Tribune, November 15, 1987, Section 

III, pp. 1-4; "American Social Policy and the Ghetto Underclass" (excerpts from The 

Truly Disadvantaged), Dissent 35 (Winter 1988): 57-64 , reprinted in Legacy of 

Dissent:40 Years of Writing From Dissent Magazine(New York: Simon and Schuster, 

1994, and reprinted in The Color of Social Policy (edited by King Davis and Tricia B. 

Bent-Goodley), Washington, DC: NASW press, forthcoming 2000; "The Truly 

Disadvantaged,"  American Educator, 1989;  "The Hidden Agenda" (excerpts from The 

Truly Disadvantaged) in Sociology (edited by Morrill), Harper & Row, 1989; "The 

Hidden Agenda" (excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged) in Society Problems: Sources 

and Consequences (edited by Eitzen), Allyn & Bacon, 1989; "Changes in Economic 

Organization and Black Male Joblessness" (excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged) in 
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Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Political Issues, 6th edition, Dushkin 

Publishing Co., 1989; "The Ghetto Underclass and the Social Transformation of the Inner 

City" (excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged) in The Black Scholar 19 (May-June 

1989): 10-17; "Joblessness Versus Welfare Effects: A Further Examination" (excerpts 

from The Truly Disadvantaged) in Readings on Social Problems, Holt, Rinehart and 

Winston, 1989;  "American Social Policy and the Ghetto Underclass" (excerpts from The 

Truly Disadvantaged) in Race in America:  Opposing Viewpoints,  San Diego:  

Greenhaven Press, 1991; "Justice" (excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged) in Key 

Concepts in Critical Theory (Milton Fisk, editor). Atlantic Highlands, NJ:  Humanities 

Press, 2000;  "The Limited Visions of Race: Discrimination is Not the Sole Problem," 

(excerpt from The Truly Disadvantaged (chapter 6)) in Race and Ethnic Conflict: 

Contending Views on Prejudice, Discrimination and Ethnoviolence (edited by Fred L. 

Pincus), Westview Press, 1998; excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged in Taking Sides: 

Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in Race and Ethnicity (edited by Richard C. 

Monk). McGraw-Hill Higher Education, 1999); excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged 

in Social Stratification (edited by David  B. Grusky), Westview Press (forthcoming); 

excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged (chapter 7) in Social Justice in a Diverse Society 

(edited by Rita C. Manning and René Trujillo), Mountain View, CA: Mayfield 

Publishing Company, 1996, pp. 156-68; excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged in 

Poverty Law:Theory and Practice by Julie A. Nice and Louise Trubek, West Publishing 

Company, forthcoming; "Cycles of Deprivation and  the Ghetto Underclass Debate," 

excerpt from The Truly Disadvantaged in Left, Right, and Center : Voices from Across 

the Political Spectrum, pp. 161-179, edited  by Robert Atwan and Jack Roberts, Boston: 

Bedford Books, 1996; excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged in Sources: Notable 

Selections in Race and Ethnicity (edited by Adalberto Aguirre, Jr. and David V. Bakers), 

Guilford, CT: The Dushkin Publishing Group, 1995; excerpt from The Truly 

Disadvantaged in Disintegration?: The New Politics of Color, Class, and Identity edited 

by John Arthur, Westview Press, 1996; excerpts from The Truly Disadvantaged in Great 

Divides: Readings in Social Inequality in the United  States by Thomas Shapiro, pp.  221-

239. Mountain View, Calif: Mayfield Publishing Company, 1998; excerpts from The 

Truly Disadavantaged in Let Nobody Turn Us Around: Voices of Resistance, Reform and 

Renewal: An African American Anthology, edited by Manning Marable and Leith 

Mullings, pp. 557-567. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2000; excerpts from The 

Truly Disadvantaged in Intersections: Readings in Sociology.  Boston: Pearson Custom 

Publishing, forthcoming 2001; “The Hidden Agenda” in Wealth and Poverty in America 

(edited by Dalton Conley), 254-266. New York: Blackwell Publishing, 2003; excerpt in 

The Blackwell City Reader (edited by Gary Bridge and Sophie Watson). New York: 

Blackwell, forthcoming; Justice (ed. Louis P. Pojman).  Upper Saddle River, NJ: 

Prentice-Hall, 2006, pp. 316-28; African American Political Thought, Routledge/Taylor 

and Francis, 2003 (6 vol. set); “American Social Policy and the Ghetto Underclass” in 

Today’s Society: Classic and Contemporary Readings.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth 

Publishing, forthcoming (limited website access for instructional use); excerpt in Ethnic 

Experience in the US by Delgado-Johnson.  Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company, 

forthcoming; excerpts in Opportunity.  Prometheus Books, forthcoming; excerpt in 

Urban Studies – Society (Ronan Paddison, editor).   Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2009. 
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"Social Policy and Minority Groups: What Might Have Been and What Might We See in 

the Future" in Poverty and Social Policy: The Minority Experience (edited by Gary 

Sandefur and Marta Tienda), 231-249.  New York: Plenum Publishing Corporation, 

1988. 

 

"Race and Ethnicity" (with Katherine O'Sullivan See) in Handbook of Sociology (edited 

by Neil Smelser), 223-242.  Newbury Park, Calif.: Sage Publications, 1988. 

 

"Forward" to Lisbeth B. Schorr, Within Our Reach: Breaking the Cycle of 

Disadvantaged, ix-xi.  New York: Anchor Books, 1988. 

 

"The Ghetto Underclass and the Changing Structure of Urban Poverty" (with Robert 

Aponte, Joleen Kirschenman, and Loic J.D. Wacquant) in Quiet Riots: Race and Poverty 

in the United States (edited by Fred R. Harris and Roger W. Wilkins), 123-154.  New 

York: Pantheon Books, 1988. 

 

"Poverty and America" in In Celebration of Michael Harrington, 22-26.  Next America 

Foundation, 1988. 

 

"Schools and Poor Communities" (with Kathryn Neckerman) in School Success for 

Students at Risk: Analysis and Recommendation of Chief State School Officers, 25-44.  

New York: Harcourt, Brace and Jovanovich, 1988. 

 

"Poverty, Joblessness, and the Social Transformation of  the Inner City" (with Loic J.D. 

Wacquant) in Welfare Policy  for the 1990s (edited by  Phoebe Cottingham and  David 

Ellwood), 70-102.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1989; reprinted in Inside 

Urban Politics: Voices from America’s Cities and Suburbs (edited by Dick Simpson), pp. 

78-85.  New York: Pearson Longman, 2004. 

 

"Living in the Ghetto: The Cost of Racial and Class Exclusion" (with Loic J.D. 

Wacquant), Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 501 

(January 1989): 8-25; reprinted in Race and Ethnic Relations in the United States: 

Readings for the 21st Century (edited by Christopher G. and W. Allen Martin Ellison). 

Los Angeles: Roxbury Publishing Company, 1999. 

 

"The Underclass: Issues, Perspectives, and Public Policy," Annals of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Science, 501 (January 1989): 182-192. 

 

"How the Democrats Can Harness Whites and Blacks in '92," The New York Times, Op-

Ed Page, March 24, 1989.  Reprinted in The Modern Civil Rights Movements (edited by 

Peter B. Levy).  The Greenwood Press, 1990. 

 

"Introduction to the Wesleyan Addition" in Kenneth B. Clark, Dark Ghetto: Dilemmas of 

Social Power, vi-xx.  Middletown, CT.: Wesleyan University Press, 1989.  

 

"Social Research and the Underclass Debate," Bulletin of the American Academy of Arts 

and Sciences 43 (November 1989): 30-44. 
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"A Response to Critics of 'The Truly Disadvantaged'," The Journal of Sociology and 

Social Welfare 16 (December 1989): 133-148. 

 

"Race-Neutral Programs and the Democratic Coalition," The American Prospect 1 

(Spring 1990): 74-81; reprinted in To Look Like America: Debating Racial Preferences 

and Affirmative Action in the 1990s (edited by Nicolaus Mills), Dell Publishing  

(forthcoming); reprinted in American Society and Politics: Comparative, Historical, and 

Theoretical Perspectives (eds. Theda Skocpol and John L. Campbell) . New York: 

McGraw-Hill, 1995; reprinted in The American Prospect Reader in American Politics 

(ed. Walter Dean Burnham) ,  Cambridge, MA: American Prospect, forthcoming; 

reprinted in Debating Affirmative Action, Race, Gender, Ethnicity, and the Politics of 

Inclusion , 159-173 (edited by Nicolaus Mills), New York: Dell Publishing, 1994; 

reprinted in Affirmative Action: Social Justice or Reverse  Discrimination? (eds. Francis 

J. Beckwith and Todd Edwin Jones), pp. 152-163. Amherst, NY, Prometheus Books, 

1997; reprinted in Call and Response: Key Debates in African American Studies (eds. 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Jennifer Burton). New York: Norton, 2009, pp.952-958. 

 

"Studying Inner-City Social Dislocations: The Challenge of Public Agenda Research," 

American Sociological Review 56 (February 1991): 1-14; excerpt reprinted in [no title]. 

Glenview, IL: Harper Collins Publishers, forthcoming; reprinted in Education, Culture, 
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2) 20th Samuel Rubin Lecture at Columbia University Law School, New York 

 

3) Benjamin E. Youngdahl Lecture at Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri 

 

4) Fourth Charles Lawrence Memorial Lecture at Brooklyn College,  New York 

 

5) Herman G. James Lecture on Municipal Government at Ohio University, Athens, Ohio 

 

 

1993-94 

 

1) Obert C. Tanner Lecture on Human Values at the University of      

    Michigan, Ann Arbor  

 

2) Roberta Simmons Memorial Lecture at meetings of the Society for   

    Research on Adolescence, San Diego     

 

3) Riecker Lecture at the University of Arizona, Tucson  

 

4) Hollis A. Moore Lecture at Bowling Green State University, Ohio 

 

5) Gilbert Osofsky Lecture at the University of Illinois, Chicago  

 

6) Nora and Edward Ryerson Lecture at the University of Chicago  

 

 

1994-95 

 

1) Gunnar Myrdal Lecture at the University of Stockholm, Sweden 

 

2) Joanna Jackson Goldman Memorial Lecture, Library of Congress, Washington,  DC 

 

 

1995-96 

 

1)  Frank Porter Graham Lecture at the University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill 

 

2)  Earl and Edna Stice Lecture in Social Science at the University of Washington,   

Seattle 
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3) A. Wade Smith Memorial Lecture in Race Relations at Arizona State University - 

Tempe  

 

4) Aaron Wildavsky Forum Lecture, in the Aaron Wildavsky Forum for Public Policy at 

the University of California at Berkeley 

 

 

1997-98 

 

1)  Gannett Lecture at Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, NY 

 

2)  Daniel Patrick O’Connor Memorial Lecture at Colorado College, Colorado Springs 

 

3)  Jonathan Daniels Lectureship at the Episcopal Divinity School, Cambridge, MA 

 

4)  Melvin Tumin Lecture on Social Inequality at Princeton University 

 

5)  W.E.B. and Shirley Du Bois Lecture at Colgate University 

 

6)  Daniel Fischer Lecture  at Dudley House, Harvard University 

 

7)  Grace Towns Hamilton Lecture at Emory University 

 

8)  Victor Johnson Lecture at Amherst College 

 

9) Butler A. Jones Lecture at Cleveland State University 

 

10) The 1998 Ethnic and Racial Studies/London School of Economics Public Lecture, 

London 

 

 

1998-99 

 

1) W.E.B. Du Bois Memorial Address at the Community Church of Boston, 

      Boston, MA 

 

2) Jan Patocka Memorial Lecture at the Institute for Human Sciences, Vienna, 

       Austria 

 

 

1999-2000 

 

1) Chancellor’s Distinguished Lecturer at Louisiana State University 

 

2)   Allison Davis Lecture at Northwestern University 
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3)   Stella Saltonstall Lecturer at the New School for Social Research  

 

4)   Martin Luther King, Jr. Lecture at Brown University 

 

5)   Martin Luther King, Jr. Series Lecturer at Clarion University, Clarion, PA 

 

6)   Colin Powell Lecture at City College of New York 

 

7)   Sidney Kaplan Memorial Lecture at the University of Massachusetts – Amherst 

 

8)   Beth and Richard Sackler Lecture on Sociology and Social Policy, University of 

Pennsylvania 

 

9)   Charles F. Bonser Distinguished Lecture in Public Policy, Indiana University, 

Bloomington 

 

10)  Saul O. Sidore Lecture, Plymouth State College, NH 

 

 

2000-01 

 

1)  Philip A. Hart Memorial Lecture, Georgetown University Law Center 

 

 

2001-02 

 

1) National Institutes of Health Director’s Lecture  

 

2) Robert I. Wishnick Endowment for Human Services Lecturer, Adelphi University 

 

 

2002-03 

 

1)  Inaugural Lecture, Institute for the Study of Social Change, University College 

Dublin, Ireland 

 

 

2003-04 

 

1)  Matthew Lemert Memorial Lecture, Wesleyan University 

 

 

2004-05 

 

1)  Martin Luther King Lecture, President’s Lecture Series, University of Montana, 

Missoula 
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2)  Annual Urban Lecture Series Speaker, Hunter College 

 

 

2008 

 

1)  Martin Luther King, Jr. Week Keynote Address, Emory University 

 

2)  Robert Simmons Prize Lecture, Society for Research on Adolescence Biennial 

Meeting, Chicago 

 

 

2009 

 

1)  Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Lecture, Washington University School of  

 Medicine 

 

2) George E. Kent Lecture, University of Chicago 

 

 

2013 

 

1)   Inaugural Daniel Patrick Moynihan Lecture on Social Science and Public Policy,   

      National Press Club, Washington, DC 

 

2015 

 

1)   Robert C. Wood Lecture, University of  Massachusetts-Boston 

 

2)  Melvin Tumin Lecture, Princeton University 

3)  John. W. Kluge Chair Lecture, Library of Congress 

4)  Cummings-Perucci Lecture on Class, Race, and Gender Inequality, Purdue Universit 

 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS HELD 
 

1967-1968  Co-Director, Program for the Collegiate Education of Black  

   Students  

 

1968-1971 Vice President, Committee for the Collegiate Education of Black 

Students 

 

March 1968 Visiting Scholar in Residence, Concordia College, Moorhead, 

Minnesota 
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1970 Chairman, Committee on Nominations, Eastern Sociological 

Association  

 

1970   Program Committee, Association of Social and Behavioral   

   Scientists 

 

1971 Program Committee on Intergroup Relations, Society for the Study 

of Social Problems 

 

1971   Research Consultant, Russell Sage Foundation 

 

1971-1972 Committee on Professional Ethnics, American Sociological 

Association 

 

1971-1972 Chairman, Sorokin Award Committee, American Sociological 

Association 

 

1972-1975 Editorial Board, Race/Ethnic Relations and Urban Sociology, 

Warner Modular Publications, Inc. 

 

1972-1975 Social Sciences Research Review Committee, National Institute of  

Mental Health 

 

1972-1974  Associate Editor, American Journal of Sociology 

 

1973   Program Committee, American Sociological Association 

 

1974-1977 Executive Secretary, Committee on Ethnic, Race and Minority 

Relations, International Sociological Association 

 

1974-present  Executive Committee, The Center for Urban Studies 

 

1974-1978  Associate Editor, The American Sociologist 

 

1975-1979 Board of University Publications, University of Chicago Press 

 

1975-1981 Member, Harvard College Board of Overseers, Sociology Visiting 

Committee 

 

1976 Advisory Council, Lilly Endowment, Inc., Program to Strengthen 

Social Sciences at Predominantly Black Institutions 

 

1976-1985 Chair, Chicago Urban League Research Advisory Committee 

 

1977-1980  Associate Editor, Social Forces 
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1977-present Editorial Advisor, Ethnic and Racial Studies: A New International 

Journal of Ethnic, Cultural and Race Relations 

 

1977 Consultant, New York State Regents Doctoral Evaluation Project 

 

1977 Consultant on School Desegregation, Office of the Superintendent 

of Schools, Chicago 

 

1979-1985  Board of Directors, Social Science Research Council 

 

1980-1981  Member, Review Panel on Summer Seminars for College   

   Teachers, National Endowment for the Humanities 

 

1980-present Member, Committee on Policy for Racial Justice, Joint Center for 

Political and Economic Studies 

 

1981 External Review Committee for the Department of Sociology, 

Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana  

 

1981-1982  Program Committee, American Sociological Association 

 

1981-present  Editorial Advisory Committee, Social Service Review 

 

1981-present  Member, National Board, A. Philip Randolph Institute 

 

1981-1984 Member, Chicago Committee of the Chicago Council on Foreign 

Relations 

 

1982-1984 Member, Du Bois, Johnson, Frazier Award Committee, American 

Sociological Association 

 

1983   Member, Selection Jury, National Humanities Center 

 

1983-1997  Member, Board of Directors, Chicago Urban League 

 

1983-1986 Member, Committee on Youth Employment Programs, National 

Research Council 

 

1983-1987 Member, National Board, Institute for Research on Poverty, 

University of Wisconsin 

 

1984-1986  Member, Research Advisory Committee, Joint Center for   

   Political and Economic Studies 

 

1984-present Member, Research Advisory Committee to the Project on the 

Future of the Welfare State, Ford Foundation 
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1985-1988 Member, Social Policy Task Force, Joint Center for Political and 

Economic Studies 

 

1985-1988 Member, Board of Directors, University of Chicago Laboratory 

School 

 

1986-1987 Member, Governor Cuomo's Task Force on Poverty and Welfare 

 

1986-1995  Member, Carnegie Council on Adolescent Development 

 

1986-1988 Member, William T. Grant Foundation Commission on Youth and 

America's Future 

 

1986-1993  Member, Board of Directors, George Pullman Foundation 

 

1987-1997 Member, Board of Directors (Vice-Chair), Spencer Foundation 

  

1987-1992  Member, Board of Directors, Center for National Policy 

 

1987-present  Member, Board of Directors, Center on Budget and Policy   

   Priorities 

 

1987-1999 Member, MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Successful 

Adolescent Development 

 

1988-1998 Member, Board of Directors, Russell Sage Foundation (1994-96, 

Chair of the Board) 

 

1988-1995 Member, Board of Directors, Center for Public Policy, John F. 

Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University 

  

1988-1990 Member, Commission on Workforce Quality and Labor Market 

Efficiency, United States Department of Labor 

 

1988-1994  Member, Committee for Research on the Urban Underclass, Social 

Science Research Council 

 

1989-2002 Member, Board of Trustees, Center for Advanced Study in the 

Behavioral Sciences; Chair of the Board, 1999-2002   

  

1989-present  Member, Board of Directors, Next America Foundation 

 

1989-1998  Member, Board of Trustees, Spelman College 

 

1990-1995  Member, Board of Directors, National Humanities Center 
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1991-1995  Member, Board of Directors, Consortium of Social Science  

   Associations (President, 1993-94) 

 

1991-1996  Member and Director of the Chicago Urban Partnership 

 

1992-present Member, Board of Advisors, Jerome Levy Economics Institute of 

Bard College 

 

1992-present Correspondent, National Academy of Sciences, Committee on 

Human Rights 

 

1992-present Member, Commission on Behavioral and Social Sciences and 

Education of the National Research Council 

 

1992-1995 Member, Illinois Commission on African-American Males  

  

1992-present Member, Board of Trustees, The Twentieth Century Fund (as of 

1998, The Century Foundation) 

 

1992-present Member, Roundtable on Effective Services for Children, National 

Forum on the Future of Children and Families, National Research 

Council 

 

1992-2002  Member, Domestic Strategy Group, The Aspen Institute 

   

1993-present Member, Executive Advisory Board, Harvard Journal of African 

American Public Policy 

 

1993-1995 Member, Mayor Richard Daley's Youth Development Task Force, 

Chicago 

 

1993-2011 Member, Board of Directors, Manpower Demonstration Research 

Corporation   

 

1994-2001 Member, President's Commission on White House Fellowships 

 

1994-2002;  Member, Board of Directors, Public/Private Ventures   

2004-2012  (Philadelphia) 

 

1994-1998  Member, President's Committee on the National Medal of   

   Science, National Science Foundation 

 

1994-1998 Andrew Dixon White Professor-at-Large, Cornell University 

 

1994-present Member, Board of Directors, National Institute for Social Science 

Information (Chicago) 
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1995-present  Member, Advisory Board, Center for Public Integrity   

   (Washington, DC) 

 

1995-2006  Member, Board of Trustees, Wilberforce University 

 

1995-1998  Member, Committee on Science, Engineering, and Public Policy 

(COSEPUP), National Academy of Sciences 

 

1995-98  Member, Board of Trustees, National Urban League 

 

1996-present Member, National Advisory Board, University of Illinois at 

Chicago Book Series on Children and Youth 

 

1996-present Member, Board of Advisors, Frederick D. Patterson Research 

Institute, United Negro College Fund 

 

1997-2002 Member, Steering Committee of the Initiatives for Children, 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences 

 

1997-present Member, 60/60 Economic Justice Network Advisory Board, 

National Lawyers Guild 

 

1997-2007 Member, Editorial Board of Housing Policy Debate (Fannie Mae 

Foundation) 

 

1997-present      Member, Board of Directors, Urban League of Eastern  

Massachusetts  

 

1999-2002  Member, International Editorial Board of Ethnography 

 

2000-present   Member, Board of Directors, PolicyLink 

 

2001-2015 Member, Scholars’ Council, Kluge Center, Library of Congress 

 

2001-2006  Member, Board of Trustees, Bard College 

 

2001-present  Member, Board of Governors, Levy Economics Institute 

 

2001-present Chair, The Spencer Foundation Minority Scholars Advisory 

Committee 

 

2002-04 Member, Temporary Nominating Group for Eastern Europe, the 

Mediterranean, and Africa, National Academy of Sciences  

 

2002-present Member, Editorial Board, Advances in Criminological Theory 
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2003-present Member, Council of Academic Advisors, Congressional Black 

Caucus Foundation  

 

2003-present Member, Board of Advisors, Georgetown Journal on Poverty Law 

and Policy 

 

2004-07 STICERD Research Affiliate, London School of Economics and 

Political Science 

 

2004-present Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Policy Analysis & 

Management 

 

2004-present Member, International Scientific Board, Actes de la recherche en 

sciences sociales (College de France, Paris) 

 

2007-present Fellow, Center for the Study of Poverty and Inequality, Stanford 

University 

 

2013   The International Black Doctoral Network Association 

 

2013-   American Institute for Innovative Apprenticeship 

 

2015- Putting Families First: Good Jobs for All Advisory Council 

(Center for Community Change) 

 

2015-16 Nonresident Senior Fellow, Metropolitan Policy Program and 

Economic Studies Program, Brookings Institution 

 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 
 

1963 The Bobbs-Merrill Award, Outstanding Graduate Student in Sociology at 

Washington State University for 1963 

 

1970  Distinguished Teacher of the Year Award for 1970, University of   

  Massachusetts 

 

1974 Power, Racism and Privilege selected by the Eastern Sociological Society 

for the annual "Author Meets the Critics" session 

 

1974  Elected member of the Sociological Research Association  

 

1978 The American Sociological Association's Sydney Spivack Award "for 

recognition of a significant sociological work in intergroup relations (The 

Declining Significance of Race) during the previous five-year period" 

 

1979  Beautiful People Award, Chicago Urban League 
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1979 The Declining Significance of Race, selected by the Eastern Sociological 

Society for the annual "Author Meets the Critics" session 

 

1981 A. Philip Randolph Award, Chicago Chapter, A. Philip Randolph Institute 

 

1982 Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst 

 

1982 Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, Long Island University, 

Brooklyn, New York 

 

1987-1992 MacArthur Prize Fellowship 

 

1987 The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner-City, The Underclass, and Public 

Policy, selected by the editors of the New York Times Book Review as one 

of the 15 best books of 1987 

 

1988  The Truly Disadvantaged, selected as one of the winners of the   

  Washington Monthly's Annual Book Award 

 

1987-1988 President, Sociological Research Association 

 

1988  Godkin Lecturer, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard 

University 

 

1988  Elected a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 

 

1988 Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, Columbia College, Chicago, 

Illinois 

 

1988 North Central Sociological Association Scholarly Achievement Award 

(for The Truly Disadvantaged) 

 

1988 Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, Santa Clara University 

 

1988 Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, Loyola College, Maryland 

 

1988 C. Wright Mills Award (for The Truly Disadvantaged), presented by the 

Society for the Study of Social Problems 

 

1988 Distinguished Alumnus Award, Washington State University, Pullman, 

Washington 

 

1989  Doctor of Laws Honoris Causa,  Marquette University 

 

1989  Doctor of Laws Honoris Causa,  Mt. Holyoke College  
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1989  Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, DePaul University 

 

1989 Elected a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of 

Science 

 

1989-1990 President, American Sociological Association 

 

1990  Elected a Member of the American Philosophical Society 

 

1990   1990 Social Science Lecturer, College de France, Paris, France 

 

1990 Du Bois, Johnson, Frazier Award, American Sociological Association 

 

1991 Outstanding Contribution to Sociological Practice Award, Chicago 

Sociological Practice Association 

 

1991  Elected a Member of the National Academy of Sciences  

 

1991  Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, New School for Social   

  Research 

 

1991 Burton Gordon Feldman Award "for outstanding contributions in the field 

of public policy," Gordon Public Policy Center, Brandeis University 

 

1992  Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, Tulane University 

 

1992  Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, Bard College 

 

1992 Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, John Jay College of Criminal 

Justice 

 

1992 Participant in the Economic Conference of the President-Elect and Vice 

President-Elect, Little Rock, Arkansas, December 13-15 

 

1993 Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, University of Pennsylvania 

 

1993 Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, Southern Illinois University at 

Edwardsville 

 

1993  Doctor of Laws Honoris Causa, Northwestern University 

 

1994 Participant in the Japan-US Intellectual Interchange Program, sponsored 

by The International House of Japan (Tokyo) and the Japan  Society 

(New York) 
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1994  Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, Bowling Green State   

  University, Ohio 

 

1994 Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, State University of New York, 

Binghamton 

 

1994  Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, Princeton University 

 

1994 Recipient of the Frank E. Seidman Distinguished Award  in Political 

Economy (Rhodes College, Memphis, Tennessee), Washington, DC 

 

1995  Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, Haverford University 

 

1995  Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, Columbia University 

 

1995  Doctor of Science Honoris Causa, Rutgers University 

 

1996  Doctor of Science Honoris Causa, Morehouse College  

 

1996 Doctor of Humane Letters Honoris Causa, Johns Hopkins University 

 

1996 The Declining Significance of Race chosen by Contemporary Sociology 

(May 1996) as one of the ten most influential books of the last 25 years 

 

1996 When Work Disappears: The World of the New Urban Poor, selected by 

the editors of the New York Times Book Review as one of the notable 

books of 1996 

 

1996  Elected member of the National Academy of Education  

 

1997   When Work Disappears selected for the Sidney Hillman Foundation  

  Award (New York) 

 

1997  Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, Barat College, Illinois 

 

1997  Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, Niagara University, New  

  York 

 

1997 Elected Fellow of The American Academy of Political and Social Science 

 

1997 Recipient of the Golden Plate Award, American Academy of 

Achievement, Salute to Excellence Program 

 

1997  Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, Dartmouth College 

 

1998  Doctorate, Honoris Causa, University of Amsterdam 
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1998 Recipient of the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Award (Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference, Los Angeles) 

 

1998 Recipient of the American Sociological Association’s Committee for the 

Public Understanding of Sociology Award 

 

1998 Recipient of the Lester F. Ward Distinguished Contributions to Applied 

Sociology Award (Society for Applied Sociology) 

 

1998  Recipient of the National Medal of Science 

 

1999  Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, Clarion University,  

Pennsylvania 

 

1999  Doctorate, Honoris Causa, Colgate University, New York 

 

1999  Doctorate, Honoris Causa, Clark University, Massachusetts 

 

1999  Doctor of Laws, Honoris Causa, Bates College, Maine 

 

1999  Doctorate, Honoris Causa, Northeastern University 

 

2000 Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, Macalester College, 

Minnesota 

 

2000  Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, Ohio State University 

 

2000  Elected a member of the Institute of Medicine 

 

2001   Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, Occidental College 

 

2001  Doctor of Laws, Honoris Causa, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

 

2001  Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, Lawrence University 

 

2002  Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, University of Miami 

 

2003  Doctorate, Honoris Causa, Illinois Wesleyan University 

 

2003 Recipient of the A. Philip Randolph/Bayard Rustin Humanitarian Award, 

Atlanta  

 

2003 Recipient of the Talcott Parsons Prize in the Social Sciences, American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences, Cambridge, MA 

 

2004                Elected Corresponding Fellow of the British Academy (London) 
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2005 Doctor of Humanities, Honoris Causa, Rhode Island College 

 

2005 Doctor of Laws, Honoris Causa, Amherst College 

 

2006 Recipient of “Special Award: Heroes Among Us.”  15th Anniversary, The 

American Prospect 

 

2007 Doctorate Honoris Causa, Trinity College 

 

2007 Aaron Wildavsky Enduring Contribution Award, American Political 

Science Association 

  

2008   Martin Luther King, Jr. Week Keynote Address, Emory    

  University 

 

2008  Robert Simmons Prize Lecture, Society for Research on Adolescence  

  Biennial Meeting, Chicago 

 

2009  Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Lecture, Washington University  

  School of Medicine 

 

2009  Eastern Sociological Society Annual Meeting (Baltimore), plenary   

  “Rethinking the Race/Class Connection:  Honoring the Work of William  

  Julius Wilson” 

 

2009-10 Walter Channing Cabot Fellow, Harvard University 

 

2010  Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, New York University 

 

2010 Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, North Carolina State 

University  

 

2010 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award for Lifetime Achievement in Nonfiction 

 

2011 Recipient of the first William Julius Wilson Award for the Advancement 

of Social Justice, Washington State University 

 

2012 Doctor of Social Science, Yale University 

 

2012 The Century Foundation Symposium: “William Julius Wilson’s The Truly 

Disadvantaged – 25 Years Later,” Washington, DC 

 

2012 Symposium: “The Truly Disadvantaged:  The Inner City, the Underclass, 

and Public Policy after 25 Years” 
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2012 The Inequality, Poverty, and Mobility Section of the American 

Sociological Association renamed its Early Career Award as the William 

Julius Wilson Early Career Award. 

 

2013 John Hope Franklin Award by Diverse: Issues in Higher Education 

 

2013  Everett Mendelsohn Excellence in Mentoring Award, Harvard University 

 

2013  Daniel Patrick Moynihan Prize in Social Science and Public Policy; and  

  First Inaugural Lecture 

 

2013  Robert and Helen Lynd Award for Distinguished Career Achievement,  

  presented at the annual meetings of the American Sociological   

  Association (August 2013, New York) 

 

2013  American Sociological Association thematic session, “25 Years and  

  Counting: Reflecting on The Truly Disadvantaged” (August 2013, New  

  York) 

 

2014 W.E.B. Du Bois Distinguished Scholarship Award, American Sociological 

Association 

 

2015 John W. Kluge Chair in American Law and Governance, Library of 

Congress (spring 2015) 

 

2015  Honorary Degree, Wilberforce University  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 


