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Feast and Memory: Rethinking Jian’an

Xiaofei Tian
Professor, Harvard University

There are two Jian’an eras in Chinese history: the historical reign of the last Han emperor
from the 196th to 220th years of the Common Era, and the legendary literary age that s
believed to constitute the true origin of classical Chinese poetry. This paper aims to fr
the creation of the literary era of Jian’an as itself a literary construction. It also attempis o
answer why feasting is so crucial in this construction, and argues that communal eating is

a powerful social institution that performs important cultural functions in the discourseof
the empire.
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